Ephesians 2:8-9	                       Not Your Own Doing
1
First, By Grace You Have Been Saved (8-9)
1) Orphan Living On Streets = Fell In Bad People = Caught Committing Serious Crimes = Charged As Adult
a) Faced Jail Time—Significant Fines  But Judge Showed Mercy = Waived Jail Time = Put On Probation
b) Then In Unprecedented Acts of Grace = Paid Off Fines W/ Own Money = Adopted Child = Took Home
c) Child Not Only Not Get Punishment Deserved = Got Opposite of What Deserved = New Home—Life
d) Mercy = When Not Get Consequence Deserve  Grace = When Get Gift—Blessing Not Earn—Deserve
2) (8) “By grace you have been saved” = Tells Us = Given Something Not Earn = Opposite of What Deserve
3) Passage Tells Us At Least 3 Ways: (8) Not Your Own Doing (8) It Is The Gift of God (9) Not Result of Works
4) (8) Not Your Own Doing = Literally = Not From—Out Of Yourselves = (5) Dead Not Make Selves Alive
a) (5) "even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by grace you have been saved” = 2X By Grace = Saved! (5 & 8)  Dead-Dead = God Gave Life = We Were Utterly Helpless
b) This Not Our Doing = Dead People = No Principal Of Life In Them = Nothing Can Do To Save Selves
5) (8) It Is Gift of God  New Life = Gift of God’s Grace—Mercy—Generosity = Bec/ Not Only = Not Deserve
a) But Deserved Opposite = (3) By Nature Children of Wrath = What We Earned = Wrath = Judgment
b) Rom. 6:23—"The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”
c) Wages = Earned Like Paycheck  What God Gives = Gift Like Xmas Present = Not Earn—Not Re-Pay
d) So What God Gives = Gift Beyond Reckoning = Contrary To What Deserve = Saved = By Grace Alone
e) Rom. 3:23-24—“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” = Not Our Own Doing = Infinite Debtors = No Hope
f) When Say It’s Gift = Saying = Not Contribute Anything = God Owes Us Nothing = Purely Grace
6) (9) Not Result of Works  Another Way of Saying = Not Your Own Doing = Gift Not Deserve—Not Earn
a) Many Passages Say This =Rom 3:28—“We hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law
b) Rom. 3:20—"For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight” = Not Be Justified
c) Gal. 3:10—“All who rely on works of the law are under a curse” = Cursed If Trust In Own RTness
d) Gal. 2:16—“We know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ…by works of the law no one will be justified” = Those Hopelessly Dead-Dead In Sin = Made Alive
7) Paul Stacks Up Expressions = One After Another = To Drive Home Point = Saved By Grace Alone
8) (2:8-9) By Grace—Thru Faith—Not Own Doing—Gift of God—Not Works = Which Why No Room To Boast

Second, Faith Is God’s Gift (8-9)
1) (8) By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God
a) Grace Thru Faith = So Faith Channel Thru Which God’s Grace Flows To Us = But Faith = Part of Gift
b) Phil. 1:29—"It has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake” = Granted—Gifted To You = For Sake of Our Savior = To Believe = Have Faith
c) Even Faith = Ultimately Not Our Own Doing = Faith= Gift Of God  Bec/ Eyes To See = Gift of God
2) 1 Cor. 2:14—"The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” = Dead To Spiritual Things
a) No Principle of Spiritual Life = No Living Spiritual Faculties = Not See—Understand = Accept = Folly
3) This Is Why Jesus Says = John 3:3—"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God" = If Not Born Again = Not Have Spiritual Faculties = To See & Understand =So Not Believe
a) Saying = Kingdom Spiritually Discerned = Natural Person = Not Able To Understand = Not Be Saved
b) John Piper—“Jesus’ teaching about the new birth confronts us with our hopeless spiritual and moral and legal condition apart from God’s regenerating grace” =Jesus’ Teaching = Dead Dead =Stone Hearts
c) Ez. 11:19—"I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh = New Spirit—New Heart = Gives Ability To Believe
4) Lazarus = Not See—Hear Anything Until Made Alive  Being Dead = No Living Faculties To See & Respond
a) Once Made Alive = By Grace = Power of Life = Then Eyes Were Open To See Jesus & Obey Call = Come
b) Lazarus Freely Came To Jesus = But Only After Made Alive = Given Ears To Hear—Eyes To See
c) Lazarus Heard Jesus = Obeyed of His Own Free Will = Totally By Grace = Ability To Hear & Choose
5) There Is Classic Formulation  Of This Biblical & Spiritual Reality = Helps To Clarify = By Posing 2 Questions
a) What Is At Issue =    Does Faith Precede Regeneration?  Or Does Regeneration Precede Faith?
b) I Have Been Trying To Show Us = Regeneration—Being Born Again = Precedes Faith = Cause of Faith
6) One View Says = If We Produce Faith Out of Fallen Natural Selves = Then God Will Cause Us To Be BA
a) My View = Fallen Natural Selves = Children of Wrath—Disobedience = Will Never Believe = Unable
b) Gospel Sounds Like Folly = Spiritual Things = Spiritually Discerned = Must Be Born Again = Eyes To See
c) IOW = Faith Fruit of Regeneration Not Cause of It = Regeneration Must Precede Faith = Jesus Says So
7) When We Were Dead = God Made Us Alive = By Grace Saved = Thru Faith = But Not Own Doing = Gift
a) John Stott—“We must never think of salvation as a kind of transaction between God and us in which he contributes grace and we contribute faith. For we were dead, and had to be quickened before we could believe.” = God Gives Us Ability To Believe = Thru Regeneration—New Birth—New Heart—New Eyes
8) Faith = Gift Bec/ Of New Spiritual Nature From Which It Arises = Faith Fruit Of New Birth = Gift of God
9) ILL = Xmas = 5 Yr Old Son = Not Even Thought @ Buying Gift For Mom = So Tell Him = Need To Buy Gift
a) Then Pick Out Right Gift = Give Him $50 To Pay For Gift = Takes Gift & $$ = Own Free Will = Goes Pays
b) Left To Himself = Oblivious—Powerless To Buy Gift = But = Made Aware—Given Ability = Freely Buys
c) Child Freely Bought Gift For Mom = But Ability To Do So = Awareness—Need—Gift—Money = All Grace
10) We Exercise Faith—Personally Engaged—We Believe =But Eyes To See—New Heart To Believe =God’s Gift
11) Point = Salvation = Entirely Work of God = God Saves Sinners = Not Mostly Save = Partly Dead People
a) Fully Saves Dead-Dead People = Gift of New Life = Contains W/In = Ability To Believe = All Is Of Grace

Finally, There Is No Room For Boasting (9)
1) (9) “so that no one may boast” = God Driving At This Conclusion—This Application = No One May Boast
a) Paul Labors To Describe = Our Deadness—State of Decay (1-3) = Then Labors =To Say = Not Our Doing
b) (8-9) By Grace—Thru Faith—Not Own Doing—Gift of God—Not Works = So That No One May Boast
c) Laboring To Undermine Any Ground of Pride = Any Sense My Salvation = My Doing = Not Even Faith
2) Not Of Our Doing = Not Our Achievement  Not Bec/ of Works =Salvation Not Our Reward = God’s Gift!
a) So We See = Very Next Thing Paul Says (10) = We Are God’s Workmanship = Created In Christ Jesus
b) Every Image of Salvation = Passive = New Birth = What Baby Decides—Resurrection—New Creation
c) Every Image Declares Salvation Work of God’s Grace = To God’s Glory = Chose—Made Alive—Created
3) 1 Cor. 1: 28-31—“God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. Because of him You are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord." = This Summary What Been Saying
a) Humility = But For Grace Of God  Joy of Our Salvation As Gift  Worship W/ Hearts of Gratitude
4) John 3:7-8—"Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit”
5) Ps. 115:1—"Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!” Faith = Fruit of New Birth  Not Cause = So Not To Us = But To His Name Be Glory
