Ephesians 2:1-7	                       The Walking Dead Made Alive
1
First, When We Were Dead (1-3)
1) End of Chap 1 Paul Praying For Us To Know = Immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe
a) Same Power That Raised Xp From Dead = Seated In Glory= Above All Rule & Authority = Every Name
2) Turns To Immediately Describe How Same Divine Power = Raises Every Xpian Spiritually From Dead
a) In Order = To Understand Immeasurable Greatness of Power Exerted To Save Us = U. Stand Situation
3) (1) Starts W/ Clear Statement of Fact = “You were dead in your transgressions & Sins” =No Principle of Life
a) Work God Does To Save Us = Does It = (5) “When We Were Dead”—Not Partly Dead—Dead Dead
b) Think = Lazarus In Tomb = 4 Days Body Decaying –Smelled = Dead Dead = When Jesus Made Him Alive
c) John MacArthur—"To be spiritually dead means to be devoid of any sense, unable to respond to spiritual stimuli, just as to be physically dead means to be unable to respond to physical stimuli.  It is to be so locked in sin’s grasp that one Is unable to respond to God.  The Bible and spiritual truth make no sense to one in such a state.” = Paul Laboring For Us To Understand = Greatness of What God Does
d) (5) Repeats Situation = “When we were dead” = It Is To Those=Dead Dead = That God Gives New Life
4) (2-3) Describes State In Which God Finds Us = Describes Spiritual Decay = Listen To Language
5) (1-2) Dead In Trespasses & Sins = In Which = Once Walked = Our Condition Apart From Jesus—Work of HS
a) Walk = Metaphor For Way of Life = Physically Alive = But Spiritually Dead = We Were Walking Dead
b) “Following the Course of This World” = Way Of World = Instead Of Following Ways of God = Astray
c) “Following the prince of the power of the air” = Dark Prince of Fallen—Rebellious World = Under Sway
i) 2 Cor. 4:4—“The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers” = Blinded So Following
ii) 1 John 5:19—"We know that we are from God, & the whole world lies in the power of the evil one”
d) (2) “The spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience” = World = In Rebellion @ Creator
6) (3) “Among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh” = Not Condition of Some = Human Nature
a) “carrying out the desires of the body & the mind =Living According To Flesh = World—Devil—Flesh
7) (3) “were by nature children of wrath like the rest of mankind” = Jew & Gentile = By Nature = Born In It
a) By Nature = State of Being = Abide Under God’s Righteous Judgment Bec/ of Sin = Born Sinful Nature
b) (5:6) “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.” = To Be Child Of Wrath = Spiritually Dead Dead
c) Wrath = Bible’s Description of God’s Response To Sin =Just Judgment = Reality of Hell = Eternal Death
8) Paul Describes Depth Of Problem = So That = Know = Immeasurable Greatness of His Power In Giving Life
a) J.C. Ryle—"To feel our sins, and know our sickness is the beginning of real Christianity. To be sensible of our corruption and abhor our own transgressions, is the first symptom of spiritual health. Happy indeed are they who have found out their soul's disease! Let them know that Christ is the very Physician they require, and let them apply to Him without delay= Must Be Awakened To Soul’s Condition = Trust Jesus

Second, He Made Us Alive With Christ (5-7)
1) In Darkest Night Possible Hear Words = (4) But God! = Come Like Lightning Bolt From Heaven
a) But God = Who Is Rich In Mercy = Did Something = When Dead = Unable To Save Selves = God Acted
b) Sovereignly Intervenes = If Dead Are Going To Be Raised To Life = Going To Take Immeasurably Great Power
2) Being Dead = Not Make Selves Alive = Our Hearts Blind = Not See = Locked Up Under Judgment & Wrath
a) If Look At State of Humanity = Inexplicable = Paul Says, Rom. 5:10—“while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son” = But God Is Rich In Mercy = Loves Enemies = Not Deserve
3) Paul Digs Deep Into Human Condition In (1-3) = Contrast To Riches Of Mercy—Free Grace of God In Xp
a) Immeasurable Greatness of Power—(7) Matched By Immeasurable Riches of His Grace = Raising Us Up
b) Must Fully Appreciate = What We Were By Nature = Before God Intervened = Made Us Alive In Xp
c) Hear What Paul Saying = When We Were Dead = God Made Us Alive = Nothing In Between =Raised Us
d) Regeneration—New Birth = Sovereign Work of God HS = Faith & Repentance = Fruits of New Life
4) (5) It Was When We Were Dead = Dead Dead = Utterly Helpless = Absent Of Life = Unable To Save Selves
a) That God Made Us Alive Together W/ Xp  Xp Is Head = We Are His Body = Same Power = Raises Us
5) (5) Makes Clear = When Dead = Made Us Alive = By Grace = Saved! = Sovereign Work—Action of God
a) Making Us Alive In Xp = Not Only Delivers From Death = But World—Flesh—Devil = Reverses Condition
6) (2) Following Course of This World = John 15:19—"If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you” 
a) Chose Us Out = Gal. 1:4—Jesus “gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age”
7) So Delivers From World = & Devil = (2) Under Power—Dominion of Dark Prince of This World = But God
a) Col. 1:13-14—"He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” =Delivers From Power of Enemy
b) Matt. 12:29—“How can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house” Jesus Bound Strong Man = Plundering!
8) Delivered From World—Devil—Flesh = (3) “Lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind” = Slaves To Passions = Described John 3:19—“This is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.”
a) Rom. 6:17-18—“Thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart…and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness” = 
b) When God Makes Spiritually Alive = Changes Our Hearts = New Verdict = We Love Light Not Dark 
9) So When Dead In Sin =(4) God Chose Us Out of World =To Be Holy & Blameless =Made Us Alive In Xp Jesus
a) Children of Disobedience = Child of Wrath By Nature =(5) Predestined For Adoption As Children of God
10) (6-7) Having Been Made = Alive W/ Xp = Raised W/Xp = Seated W/Xp = Alive—Raised—Seated At Rt Hand
a) (1:20-23) Xp Our Head = Seated At Rt Hand Above All Rulers & Powers—Every Name = Seated W/ Him
b) Positionally Now = We Are In Xp = He Is Head—We Are His Body = Where He = Seated =We Are Seated
11) (1:4) Chose Us In Xp Before World Made = (7) Now Matched By Coming Ages Of Grace & Kindness In Xp
a) From Depths of Grave & Hell = God Saving A People For Himself = Holy & Blessed In Eternity = Why?

Finally, He Loves Us With A Great Love (4)
1) More Remarkable Than = Immeasurable Greatness of His Power = Great Love W/ Which He Loves Us
2) (4) “God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us” = Bec/ Of Great Love
3) (1:4-5) “He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ” = This Is = Great Love
a) Read (4-5) Together = Great Love W/ Which He Loved Us = Even When Dead In Sin = Love For Helpless
4) World Not See = Argues = Since God Is Love = Wrath Not Be True = Think Love Rules Out Wrath
a) But Bible Clear = Children of Disobedience = Children of Wrath   And God Also God of Great Love
b) (5:6) “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience = Wrath Is Real = But God Is Rich In Mercy = Full Of Great Love
5) God So Loved World = Sent Own Son = To Deliver Us From Wrath = Make Way of Salvation For Rebels
a) In Richness of His Mercy = Jesus Willingly Bore God’s Wrath For Us = In Our Place = To Deliver Us
b) Rom. 5:8-9—"God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God” = God Manifests His Great Love = In Life—Death—Resurrection of Jesus
c) 1 John 4:10—"In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” = God’s Love = Only Be Measured By Cross Reality of Wrath Required Cross
6) Gospel = Rebels & Sinners = Deserve Judgment & Wrath = But In Rich Mercy & Great Love = Sent Jesus
a) This Morning = Will You Put Your Faith In Jesus = As One Who Bore Wrath of God In Your Place
b) Will You Trust Jesus To Be Your Savior = Bow Knee To Jesus = As Your King = Sits At Right Hand of God
7) Do You Know Self To Be Saved By Grace = As One Who Was Dead = But Made Alive By Mercy & Love?
a) Our Worship Flows From Deep Sense = Of Our Helplessness = God’s Rich Mercy—Great Love = Power
