Ephesians 1:19-23	                       Christ, Risen, Ascended & Reigning
1
First, The Power of the Resurrection (19-20)
1) Skeptics Tell Us = Life Is Meaningless = Death Is Ultimate  If Xp = Not Raised From Dead = They’re Right
a) 1 Cor. 15:32—"If the dead are not raised, "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die = Death Extinction
2) Genuine Xpianity Stands Or Falls On Real Historical Resurrection of Jesus From Dead  No Res= No Xpty
a) If Jesus Still In Grave = Then No One Gets Out of It  Death Wins = No Hope Beyond This Brief Life
3) 1 Cor. 15:14 & 17—"If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain…If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.” = No Resurrect = No Justificat
a) Abraham Kuyper—“It was not by the Cross but by the Resurrection that you became free. Yes, He died for your sins, but it is only because of His Resurrection, children of the Kingdom, that you are justified before God” = If Man Falls Into Raging Flooded River =Another Jumps In = If Sucked Under = Both Lost
b) If Xp Not Raised = Preaching Futile—Faith Vain—Still In Our Sins—Death—Hell—Devil = Have Won
c) 1 Cor. 15:19—“If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.”
4) Been Exploring = Wonderful Works of God In Redemption  Praise Be To God = Resurrection of Xp Is One
a) We Are In Middle Of Paul’s First Prayer = (15) Paul Heard of Their Faith  Love For All Saints= Praying
5) (16) Paul Regularly & Gratefully Praying For Ongoing Work of Holy Spirit In Lives of God’s People
6) (17) Spirit of Wisdom & Rev = (18) Eyes of Hearts Enlightened  For Light To Come On = Hearts To See
a) Spiritual Sight = Holy Spirit Make God—Kingdom—Glory—Power Real To Us = Heartfelt Sense of Truth
b) Directly Impress Upon Inner Person = Hearts & Minds = Truth & Certainty of Spiritual Things
7) (19-23) Continuing Prayer = For Us To Know = immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe
a) Not Just Any Power = Wants Us To Know Power of God That Raised Xp From Dead = Seated In Glory

Second, The Reality of the Resurrection (20)
1) (20) Paul Says God’s Power At Work In Us = Same = “working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places”
2) Raised From The Dead= From Real Death  Most Of Us = Seen Death = Been Near It = Felt Power of It
a) Stillness = Seeming Finality of It = Irreversible End of Physical Life In This World = Stood At Graveside
3) Grave Seems Omnipotent—Irreversible =Jesus Raised Lazarus—Young Girl—Widow’s Son =Only Reprieve
a) Raised To This Life = Death Comes For Us All = Way of All Flesh = Pass From This Life = Never To Return
b) Just Want To Sit For Moment = On Good Friday = At Foot of Cross = Jesus Breathed His Last = Finished
c) Took Bruised—Abused—Pierced Body = Placed In Tomb—Sealed  Expected = Like Every Other Grave
4) But God Who Said Let Light Shine Out of Darkness = By Working Of His Great Might Raised Xp Out of Death
a) Not Raise Him Back Into This Mortal Life = Rose To New & Eternal Life = On Other Side of Grave
b) Rom. 6:9—"We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.” = Jesus Xp = Conquered Death = First Ever To Rise From Dead = Into Eternal Life 
5) Jesus Went Thru Death To Other Side = Conquered It = Opened Way Thru Grave = For All Who Will Believe
a) Acts 2:24—"God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it” = Jesus’ Divinity—Holiness Not Allow Death To Hold Him = Vanquished Death = For Us
b) Rom. 1:4—“Declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord” = (20) Same Power = Raised Jesus = At Work In Us
6) Not Call Anything Xpian = That Denies Deity of Xp = His Atoning Death = Physical Historical Resurrection
a) Rom 10:9—“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” = If Eyes of Heart—Eyes of Faith = Can See Risen—Reigning Xp
b) If Xp Not Raised = Preaching Futile—Faith Vain—Still In Our Sins—Death—Hell—Devil = Have Won

Finally, Jesus Risen & Reigning (21-23)
1) Paul Praying For Us To See—Know—Understand God’s Life-Giving Power =Raised Us Spiritually From Dead
a) Is There Any Comfort—Confidence = God Declares Same Mighty Power = Engaged For Us Who Believe
b) In Rom 8 Paul Asks = If God Is For Us, Who Can Be Against Us? = Power That Raised Xp = Towards Us
c) This Same Power = Source Of All God’s Work In Us  Paul’s Prayer Moves Seamlessly To Vision of Xp
2) Apocalyptic Vision of Risen Christ = Seated On His Throne = At Right Hand Of Father = Exalted In Glory
3) (20) God “seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places” = Rt Hand = Seat Of Honor & Power 
a) Ps. 110:1—"The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool”
b) Luke 22:69—"But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God."
c) Heb 1:3—"He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high” = Paul Prays = Have Eyes To See Him = On High = At Rt Hand of The Majesty
d) This Is Xpianity = Jesus Making Purification For Sins On Cross Raised To Right Hand of Majesty On High
e) Anything That Denies—Explains Away—True Historical Life Death Resurrection of Jesus = Not Xpian
4) (21) Declares Jesus Now Sits = “Above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come” = Jesus King of Universe =Over All
a) Jesus Reigning Right Now = Reign That = Never End = Into Age To Come = Jesus King of Kings Forever
b) Rev. 1:13-17—“In the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead” = Language Fails = To Be Able To Describe = Glory of Risen Christ = What Words Can We Use
c) Do You Remember = Jesus’ Prayer In Upper Room = Jn. 17:5—"Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed =This Is Xpianity Glory & Power of Jesus Xp
5) (22-23) “He put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all =Raised Not Just As Individual = Head of His People—His Body
a) What God Accomplished Thru The Head = Will Accomplish For Every Member of His Body = For You
6) Jesus Came Down From Heaven = To Take On Our Nature  Ascended Into Heaven To Glorify Our Nature
a) Jesus’ Freedom From Sin & Death = Becomes Our Freedom = Partial In This Life = Full In Our Resurr
b) Rom 6:4—"We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life = Christ Our Head
c) 2 Cor 4:14—“Knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus” = This Is Xpianity
7) When Xpian Gazes At Death = Sees Conquered Foe = Stone Rolled Away = Door Of Life Standing Open
a) Free In Xp Now = To Die = Enter His Glory = Phil. 1:21—“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain”
b) United To Xp =His Body= Head of Church = My Head =Sits Enthroned At Rt Hand of Majesty For Me
8) Paul Praying = Vision Of Risen Xp = Into Deep Places Of Our Hearts = Eyes Of Hearts = May See & Know
a) See Jesus’ Divine & Eternal Dominion Over All Things = Exercised On Behalf of The Church—His Body
9) AW Pink—“Remember that divine omnipotence is engaged to uphold, strengthen and defend God’s people, to complete the good work which it has begun in them, to fully redeem them from sin, Satan, and death, to conform them perfectly to the image of His dear Son.” = Praying Us = Awake To Reality of Power At Work
a) Heb 12 = Fix Our Eyes On Jesus = Eyes of Our Hearts—Of Faith = Lift Our Eyes Each Morning = See Him
b) Lay Hold Of—Lean On—Draw From = Power of Risen Xp = Must See Our Own Weakness—His Power
c) Col 3:1-2—"If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.” = Look To—Believe In—Rely On—Depend Upon Power of Risen Xp = Seated At Right Hand
10) Let Us Pray & Seek To Have Jesus = Fixed In Our Sights = Seated On His Throne = In Power & Glory
a) Seek Him In Public & Private Worship = Seek Him In Prayer = In Reading of Word—Xp-Centered Books
b) Pray For Eyes of Hearts = To Have Clearer & Clearer Vision of Jesus = King of Universe = Our Head
11) Phil 3:10—“That I may know him and the power of his resurrection = Know Xp = Power of A New Life
