Ephesians 1:15-20	                       Open the Eyes of Our Hearts
1
First, Paul Prays For the Saints (15-17)
1) Matt. 13:15-16—"This people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them. But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear” = Not @ Hearing W/ Physical Ear—Eyes = Hearts Grown Dull—Understand W/ Heart = Turn
a) IOW = Spiritual Faculties—Senses = Eyes In Their Hearts = Ears In Their Souls = Match Physical
2) Danger To See—Hear = But Hearts Dull—Not See & Understand = Heart Not Touched= W/ Power of Truth
a) Deu 29:4—“To this day the LORD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear” = It Is God = Opens Eyes of Hearts—Enables Us To See & Hear = Gives Spiritual Understanding
b) 1 Cor. 2:14—“The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned” = Spiritual Sight
3) (15) Tone Shifts = Addresses People Directly = Praying For You! = Understand & Experience Power of Truth
a) Paul Praying For HS = To Enable Hearts—Illuminate Hearts = To See & Understand = Spiritual Reality
b) Paul = Been Teaching = Richest = Most Glorious Truths = Now Prays Light To Come On = In Their Hearts
4) (15) “For This Reason”  I Am Praying = First Reason = Context = 3-14 = God’s Sovereign & Eternal Plan
a) Holy & Loved—Chosen—Predestined & Adopted = (13) Believed—Sealed = (14) Guaranteed Glory
5) 2nd Offers 2 Clear Signs =True Of Them =(15) Their Faith In Lord Jesus Christ—Their Love Towards All Saints
a) Those Who Claim Faith In Xp = But Show No Love To Church = Suspect!  =  No Self-Centered Faith
6) (16) Paul Prays Regularly & Gratefully For Ongoing Work of HS In Lives of God’s People = Deepen Faith
7) (17) Prays To God Of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Father of Glory = No Longer God of Abe—Isaac—Jacob
a) New Covenant = Sealed By Blood of Jesus = Only Begotten Son = Now Only Know Father Thru Son

Second, Paul Prays For Eyes To See (17-18)
1) (17) Asks God For Spirit of Wisdom & Revelation = Apocalupseos—Apocalypse = Revelation = Book Of Rev
a) [bookmark: _Hlk485886941]Packer—Revelation the supernatural means by which God communicates truths about Himself that are otherwise not available to man” =Truth & Understanding =Only God Can Give =Not Naturally Known
b) Not @ New Revelation  But Making Known To Souls = Truth & Power of Revelation Already Given
c) Paul Already Laid Out = Doctrine In 3-14 = Laid Bare = God’s Glorious Purposes—Plans—Saving Works
d) Praying Biblical Truth Into Hearts—Souls = Praying For Heartfelt Understanding of Biblical Truth
2) (17) Spirit of Rev = In Knowledge of Him = Reveal God To Our Hearts = Make Known His Reality—Presence
a) That Would Know Him!  Know That We Know =His Reality In Souls  Certainty = Love—Joy—Peace
3) (18) Eyes of Our Hearts Enlightened  Great Image = Light To Come On! = Blind To See = Spiritual Eyes
a) Paul Been Teaching = Richest = Most Glorious Truths—Great Doctrines = Now Prays Light To Come On
b) Praying = These Biblical Truths = Travel From Head To Heart = Crucial 12 Inches = From Ideas To Life
c) 1 John 2:20—“You have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge” = HS Makes Real
4) Prays HS Directly Impress Upon Inner Person = Hearts & Minds = Truth & Certainty of Spiritual Things
a) Praying = HS Would Make God—Kingdom—Glory—Works—Grace—Power Real To Us = To Our Hearts
b) HS Who Inspired Scripture = Illuminates—Enlightens = Minds & Hearts of Xpians = Brings Truth Home
5) HS Enables Us = To Understand—Embrace—Apply God’s Truth = To Experience Power of Truth
a) 1 Cor. 2:12—“We have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God”= This What Paul Praying For =Spiritual U.Standing
b) Jonathan Edwards—”A Divine & Supernatural Light Immediately imparted to the soul by the Spirit of God, shown to be both a Scriptural and Rational Doctrine.” = Light Directly Impressed On Soul By Spirit
c) Edwards—“He that is spiritually enlightened truly apprehends and sees it, or has a sense of it. He does not merely rationally believe that God is glorious, but he has a sense of the gloriousness of God in his heart. There is not only a rational belief that God is holy, and that holiness is a good thing, but there is a sense of the loveliness of God's holiness”=Spiritual Sense—Taste—Delight =Inner Conviction—Heartfelt
6) There Is Sense of God—Truth  Not Just Idea In Heads = But Reality Impressed Upon Our Hearts
a) Able To Sense Holiness & Truth of Things = Perceive W/ Eyes of Heart = Real Impression On Souls

Finally, What Paul Wants Us To See: Hope, Riches & Power (18-20)
1) (17-18) “Spirit of wisdom & revelation = eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know” = What?
2) Lists 3 Things =2 In (18) Know What Is Hope of Our Calling =(2nd) Riches of Glorious Inheritance In Saints
a) 3rd In (19) Immeasurable Greatness of His Power Towards Us Who Believe = Hope—Riches—Power
b) These Are Gifts of God To His Children = In Christ = Current Possessions = Wants Us To Enjoy Them
3) See = To Know = Awesome & Glorious Spiritual Realities = Our Hope & Inheritance = For Present & Future
a) & Not Have To Guess = What These Are = Not New Revelation = Know Truth Of His Revealed Word 
b) 3-14 = His Eternal Love—Plan For Ages—His Perfect Purpose & Will For Us = In Christ Jesus
c) MacArthur—"election, predestination, adoption, redemption, forgiveness, wisdom and insight, inheritance, and sealing and pledge of the Holy Spirit” = We Call These Things = Doctrine & Theology
4) Paul Calls Them Riches—Inheritance—Source of Believer’s Hope & Power = &  Not Just Want Us To Know
a) Wants = Heartfelt Sense of their Reality—Experience Truth of Them In Heart of Hearts = In Souls
b) (17-18) Spirit of wisdom and of revelation =eyes of your hearts enlightened = that you may know
c) Father By Power of HS = Let Your People Experience Truth of These Spiritual Realities = Touch Souls
d) Let Them Know =Loved—Chosen—Predestined—Adopted As Children—Redeemed—Forgiven—Sealed
5) Following Jesus =Can Be Hard = Saying No To World    What Enables Us =To Deny Selves = Follow Him?
a) How Can We Be Free of Siren Call of World =Seek First Kingdom of God = Say Yes To Rtness =No To Sin
b) What Will Set Us Free To Use Time & Energy To Serve His Unseen Kingdom = To Tithe & Give Freely?
c) Carry Us Thru = Vicissitudes of Life = Temptations of World = Competing Pleasures & Treasures 
6) What Gives Hope & Joy To Our Hearts When Circumstances = Disappoint—Crush Us = What Sustains Us
a) Hab. 3:17-19—"Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer's; he makes me tread on my high places.” = Outwardly Wasting = Inwardly
7) Strength Comes From True Sense Of Truth of Spiritual Things = God of My Salvation = So Real To My Soul
a) Rom. 8:24-25—"For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience” = Real To Soul
8) Freedom & Power Come From Heartfelt Sense of Reality of Our Identity & Calling In Xp =As God’s Children
a) Spiritual Perception of = Kingdom—Power & Glory = Riches of His Glorious Inheritance In Saints
b) Hearts Moved & Sustained By Our Identity—Hope—Calling—Purpose = Gratitude—Worship—Love
9) Most Of Us Know Lot of Truth In Heads = Know What Supposed To Do = Know What God Wants Us To Be
a) What Often Need = Heart-Deep Enabling Power = This Paul Prays For = That We Know God’s Power
10) (19) Prays To Know = “What is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe”
a) Immeasurable Greatness of His Dunamis = Not Praying For More Power = Truly Know = Power For Us 
b) See It—Understand It = Seek & Rely = (6:10) “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might”
c) (3:20) “To him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us” = Already At Work = Very Power  Raised Christ From Dead = God At Work
11) Pray For & Seek Deeper Work of Holy Spirit = First Make God Known To Us = Enlighten Hearts 
a) Not Pray Truths Of Bible Into Lives = If Not In Bible  Not Be Changed By Truth = If Not Know Truth
b) More Hearts Gripped By The Truth In Power = More Choices & Lives Will Reflect = 
12) Best Teaching In World = Useless Unless HS Applies It In Our Hearts & Lives = Lodges It In Our Souls = Pray
a) DA Carson—“Paul Cannot be satisfied with a brand of Christianity that is orthodox but dead, rich in the theory of justification but powerless when it comes to transforming people’s lives.”  Work of HS
13) Let Us Not Be Satisfied  W/ Bare Head Knowledge  But Long & Pray For Eyes To See = Hearts To Know
a) 1 Pet. 1:8—"Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory = Not See Him = Hearts Know Him
