Ephesians 1:7-10	                       God’s Mysterious Purpose In Christ
1
First, The Mystery of Father’s Will
1) Have Ever Driven By Construction Site = Wondered = What Are Building? = Another Car Wash—Oil Change
a) See Size of Property—Shape of Building—Equipment = Windows & Doors = Wonder = Mystery!
2) In NT = Mystery Not Puzzle For Us To Solve = But Secret God Kept Hidden In Past = But Now Revealed
a) Something Formerly Unknown = But Now Revealed = Sign Posted Naming Business = Date = Opens
3) (9) Making Known = Mystery of Ages = His Eternal Will = All Centers In Xp = Who He Is = What Has Done
a) Word Mystery 6X = 3:4 insight into the mystery of Xp = 9 the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
b) Eph. 6:19—Pray “For me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel = God Has Plan For Universe = Bringing To Fruition = In & Thru Person & Work Xp
4) Jews Had Messianic Expectations =Not Fully Grasp God’s Intentions =In Creation—In History—Messiah
a) Jewish Expectations Of Redemption—Deliverance = Ethnocentric = Military & Political = Against Rome
b) Equated Kingdom Of God = W/ Kingdom of Israel = Acts 1:6—"Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” = Kingdom Too Small = Vision Not Big Enough = Not Imagined Magnitude of Plan
5) (8) Giving Us Wisdom & Insight Into (9) Mystery of His Will—Purpose—(10) His Plan For Fullness of Time
a) Mystery IS God’s Plan = (10) “unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth” = In Christ
b) Unite = Bring Everything Together In Summary—To Sum Up = Literally = Head = Gather Under 1 Head
c) All Things = Brought Under Headship—Lordship—Authority of Jesus Xp = Not Just Israel = All Things!
6) In & Thru Jesus Xp God Bringing About = His Purpose For Whole Creation = For All of History = All Peoples
a) Col. 2:2-3—“Being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” = God’s Mystery = Xp! = Who He Is—What He Did = Fullness of Eternal Plans & Purposes
7) Col. 1:26-28—"Mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him We Proclaim” = Fate of Universe—Fate of Each Individual = Wrapped Up In Xp
8) Paul Says Pray For Me =Preach Mystery of Gospel Of Jesus Xp = Thru Faith = Swept Up = Ultimate Purpose

Second, Father’s Will Accomplished In Christ
1) Eternal Purpose & Plan = (9) God Set Forth In Jesus Xp = Accomplish Everything Thru 1 Glorious God-Man
a) Israel Looking For Warrior-King To Deliver Nation = God Himself Came = Lord Sabaoth = Deliver World
2) Notice = Trinitarian Nature of Salvation  3-6 = Work of Father—7-10 = of Son—11-14 = of Holy Spirit
a) 1 Pet. 1:1-2—"To those who are elect…according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood”
3) Bible Tells Story = How First Adam Sinned = All Creation Cursed = Sin & Death Consumed World 
a) All Lost In Adam = First Man—Head of Race = Bible Story of God’s Unfolding Plan= Of Redemption
4) God’s Purpose = Set Forth In Christ = Plan For Fullness of Time = Unite All Things In Heaven & On Earth
a) Gal. 4:4-5—“When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”
5) (7-10) Work of Son Revealed=Mystery of Gospel of Jesus Xp =Savior & Redeemer of World=Goal of History
a) (7) In Jesus = Redemption Thru His Blood—We Have Forgiveness Of Sins = All Riches of God’s Grace
b) Titus 2:14—“Who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.” = Goal of History = People In Christ
6) (8) All of This = Lavished On Us = In Christ  God Not Miserly = Lavish = Abundance—Overflow—Surplus
a) Rom. 5:20—“Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more” = Where Is This Super—Lavish Grace
7) (10) God’s Ultimate Plan = Unite All Things In Xp—Heaven & Earth  Magnitude of Plan = All of Creation
a) Redemption—Restoration—Reunion Of Everything In Universe =All That Was Alienated In Fall & Curse
8) All Set Forth In Glorious Person Of Jesus Xp = Warrior—King—Redeemer—Savior—Restorer Of Cosmos


Finally, The Union of All Things (10)
1) (9-10) “mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.”  Mystery = God’s Grand Design
a) God In Christ = Unveiling Eternal Plan For All Things = For World—All Peoples—For History = Plan…
b) To Unite All Things = Bring Everything Together Under 1 Head = Control of 1 Person = Lord Jesus Xp
2) Col 1:20-22—"For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.”
a) Fullness of God Dwells In Jesus Xp = Fully God & Fully Man = Invaded History = Redeem Fallen Creation
b) Thru Blood of Cross = Forgiveness & Justification = Last Wk = Foundation For Redemption of All Things
3) Making All Things New = All Things In Heaven = All Things On Earth = Whole Cosmos = Will Be Restored
a) Rom. 8:19-23—"For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies-Curse Lifted
b) 2 Pet. 3:13—“According to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” = 1 Day Jesus = Lord & Head of New Creation Populated W/ Redeemed People
c) Rev 21:4—"He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
4) My Friends = Gospel—Good News = You & I = Reconciled To God Thru Xp = Peace Thru Blood of Cross
a) All Who Repent of Rebellion = Put Faith & Trust In Jesus = Forgiven—Accepted—Adopted As Sons &
b) God = Redeeming & Gathering New People = Redeemed In Jesus Xp =All Who Love & Trust Lord Jesus
c) Rev. 21:5-7—"Behold, I am making all things new." Also he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.” = Drink By Faith In Xp
d) Faith Sweeps Us Into God’s Eternal Purpose = All Set Forth In Jesus Xp = Plan For Fullness of Time
5) We Live In Already But Not  Xp Has Come = Lived Life Fail To Live = Died Redemptive Death On Cross
a) Rose Again Defeating Death—Hell—Devil = Building Kingdom Against Gates of Hell = Oh But Not Yet
b) Heb. 2:8—"At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him”= Sits At Rt Hand = Not Yet
6) Have Foretaste & Promise of Coming Restoration = But Live In Shadow of Valley Death = Loss & Tears
a) Every Loss—Every Tear—Every Pain—Struggle Awakens Longing For Day When All Will Be Made Right
7) God Chose Us In Eternity Past  Gives Sonship—Adoption In Present By Faith  Revealed Future Purpose
a) Part of Grand Story—Metanarrative =There Is =Overarching Panoramic Plan =Fulfilled When Xp Comes
b) History Moving Towards Goal = God’s Plan Unfolding Day By Day = 1 Day All Come Together Under Xp
c) Mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth” – READ 19-22
d) Jesus Christ = Raised & Reigns At Rt Hand of God = Already = And…
8) Day Is Coming—Phil. 2:10-11 Says—"At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”
9) Day Is Coming—Matt. 25:34—When We Will Hear = "Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”  Live Every Day In Hope Of Those Words

