Ephesians 1:3-8	                       Loved, Rescued, Adopted!
1
First, Predestined In Love (4-8)
1) During WW2 = Japanese Forces In Philippines = Captured  75K  = Bataan Death March = 1000s Died
2) Heat—Disease—Starvation—Execution = Held 500 US & Allied Soldiers Prisoner = Brutal Conditions
a) As American Forces Advanced = Japanese Lost Ground = Started Executing Remaining Prisoners
3) Allies Planned = Most Daring Rescue Missions In US History = Prisoners Held 30 Miles Behind Enemy Lines
a) Planned Route = Created Distraction = 400 Allied Commandos Marched 30 Miles Thru Enemy Territory
b) Raiders Launched = Surprise Attack On Distracted Camp = Rescued Remaining 511 Prisoners
4) Allies Planned & Executed = Great Rescue Missions In History = Not Compare To God’s Eternal Plan
a) God Not Taken By Surprise By Our Sin = Knew Our World = Lost—Under Judgment—W/Out Hope
5) Jesus’ Rescue Mission = Not Spur-of-the-Moment =Before World Created=Great Rescue Mission Planned
a) (4) Before Cosmos = Chose A People In Xp = That In Jesus = Rescued—Saved = Holy & Blameless
b) If God Not First Chosen Us Before Creation = We Could Never Have Chosen God = Put Our Faith In Xp
c) Paul Blesses God Father = Celebrates Truth = Gives All Praise & Glory To God = Eric Alexander—"The doctrine of election is not a banner under which we march but a bastion for our souls” = 
6) (6) This Was = Purpose of His Will From All Eternity = To Save A People For Self = Unfolded Thru Bible
7) How Could He Rescue Chosen People? = Planned Daring Raid = Sent Commando Deep Behind Enemy Lines
8) (7-8) See Cross = Not Afterthought—Last Ditch Effort = Crux Of God’s Eternal Plan = To Rescue Us
a) (7) In Him—Xp = Our Commando—Captain—King = In Him = Have Our Redemption = Thru His Blood
9) Blood = Metonymy = 1 Thing Stands For Whole Thing = Crown = Blood = Whole Plan—Cost of Rescue
a) Jesus’ Incarnation—Raid Into Our World—Perfect Life—Giving Of Life In Our Place—Shed Blood On X
b) Rom 3:25—“Whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood” = Atoning Sacrifice For Sin
c) Col. 1:20—Made “peace by the blood of his cross” = Peace = Satisfies God’s Justice
10) (7) Redemption Thru His Blood = Forgiveness of Trespasses—Sins = Bec/ Justice of God = Satisfied
a) Justified—Saved =Before God    2 Parts = (7) Forgiveness of Sins = (4) Declared Rteous—Holy & Bla
b) (7) All of This according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight
11) To Person W/Eyes To See=Wisest—Most Beautiful—Gracious Plan Soul Can Imagine=What God Did For Us
a) Grace Lavished On Us = Thru Faith In Xp = And Can It Be That I Should Gain An Interest In Savior’s Blood
12) Why Did He Do It? = 3 Answers Given = Why Meaning God’s Motive  2nd Why In Sense of = What Goals
a) Take 1st Here = Next 2 = Goals  What Was God’s Motive = Why Undertake Costly Rescue Mission?
13) (4) Love! = Expresses Heart of God = In Love He Predestined Us = Destined Before Hand = Pre-Ordain
a) Chose You Bec/ Loves You—Rescues You Bec/ Loves You—Loved You Before World = Everlasting Love
b) Ps 52:8—I trust in the steadfast love of God forever & ever=Steadfast = Into Future—From Eternity Past
c) Ps. 44:26—"Rise up; come to our help! Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love!” = He Does!
14) In Love God Rose Up = Planned Perfect Rescue Mission = Sent Commando Behind Enemy Lines = Saved

Second, Predestined For Adoption (5)
1) Why Did God Do It ? = See His Motive = Love!   But What Goals = God Pursuing In His Love?
a) His Love Pre-Destined = Pre-Ordained = Our Adoption As Sons & Daughters 
2) Before Foundations Of World  God Chose & Destined You To Be His Children  Plan To Take Us Home
3) Of All Spiritual Blessings = Ours In Xp Jesus = Of All Wonderful Things God Gives Us = Adoption = Highest
a) What?!  Higher Than Justification?! = Lynch-Pin Of Reformation = Sina Qua Non of Salvation = Yes
b) Packer—“Adoption is the highest privilege of the Gospel; higher even than justification.”
c) Highest of Blessings  Not More Important Than Justification  But Higher—Richer Blessing
4) Justification = Primary  Must Come 1st = Every Other Blessing Rests On Justification = Flows From It
a) But Adoption = Like Penthouse Of Great Skyscraper  Justification = Foundation—Ground Floors
5) W/ Out Foundation = No Penthouse  W/ Out Justification = No Adoption = Only Way To Reach Top
a) W/Out = Foundation & Ground Floors = There Is No Salvation—No Adoption = But Adoption = Highest
b) Packer—“To be right with God the Judge is a great thing, but to be loved and cared for by God the Father is a greater.” = Justified & Forgiven = Right In Eyes Of Law = Awesome = Still Stand At Distance
c) Heart Of Gospel = Not Just Delivered From Hell  Father Takes Us Home  Dearly Loved Children
6) Packer—“If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father.  If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all…Our understanding of Christianity cannot be better than our grasp of adoption”
7) So It Says Predestined For Adoption = But God’s Plan & Our Destiny = Fulfilled In Time = Only 1 Way
a) John 1:12—“To all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God”  Receive Him = Take Hold Of Xp = Thru Faith = To Believe In His Name = Who He Is & Done
b) Only Thru Fatih=Claim Our Destiny = Must Believe & Take Hold Of Jesus = “Right” = Authority—Ability
1) Not Until Take Hold & Believe = We Become Children of God = Only Thru Faith In Jesus Xp  Thru Faith…
a) Position Changes = No Longer Alienated & Enemies = We Are Forgiven & Rteous = Loved & Adopted
b) Hearts Change = Rom. 8:15—“Received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!”
c) Destiny Change = Heirs Of God = Fellow-Heirs W/ Son Of God = (11) Obtained An Inheritance

Finally, Predestined For Praise (7)
2) Loved Us Before Cosmos Made = Our Identity In Xp = Grounded In His Love =From Before Dawn of Time
a) (3:17-19) Prays “that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith-- that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge” = Why Does Pray This
b) Wants Us Rooted & Grounded In Eternal Dimensions Of God’s Love To Elect=To Comprehend Vastness
c) Never Had To Win His Love = So We Can Never Lose It = His Love Blesses Us W/ Every Spiritual Blessing
d) Not Love Us Bec/ Of How Good We Are  It Is Bec/ Loves Us = Conforming Us Into Image of Son
3) Father Planned & Executed Glorious Rescue Mission = At Great Cost To Self = Save—Redeem—Adopt Us
a) All = Accomplished By Our Savior Jesus = All Of It Comes To Us—Belongs To Us = In Jesus Christ
1) 1 John 3:1—“See [Behold] what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are”   So We Are!!  Do Hear Swell Of Wonder & Joy = What Kind Of Love Is This
a) Children of God = Does Heart Cry = Abba Father  Prayers Start = Our Father Who Art In Heaven
b) Do You Know = Love—Joy—Security—Boldness—Freedom  Belongs = To Children Of God
2) This = Third & Final Answer As To Why God Did It (1) Motive=Love—(2) Immediate Goal = Our Adoption
3) God’s Ultimate Goal = (6) Praise of His Glorious Grace  All Grace Given To Us Rebounds To Glory Of God
a) Grace IS Glorious  Not Only Our God—But Our Father  Not Only Forgiven But Adopted = Praise!
b) One Author—“God’s Eternal Plan of Redemption is about Him rather than all about us. It concerns us. It transforms us. But it is all about God. Until the gospel moves us to praise Him and live for Him, we have not properly understood it.” = Not Deserve—Not Earn—Not Our Doing = Every Blessing = Gift & Grace
c) Soli Deo Gloria = Glory To God Alone = To Praise of God & His Grace = Created & Saved To Worship
4) Is. 43:20-21—“My chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself that they might declare my praise
5) 1 Pet. 2:9—“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”
6) Live For His Praise =Not Our Own  For His Glory—Not Our Own =Center Hearts & Lives Around His Glory
7) Bec/ Made For His Glory =Find Deepest Joy & Satisfaction =Meaning & Purpose =In Serving & Worshipping
8) Do We See = All of This = His Eternal Love—His Rescue—Our Adoption—Our Love & Worship To God
a) All of This = Prior To Commands & Imperatives of Chap 4-6 = Growing Holy Life of Obedience = Fruit Of
9) Love—Grace—Adoption=Only When Understand These Things Can Live To Praise of His Glorious Grace
10) Only When Our Lives = Swept Up Into = Praise of His Glorious Grace =Will Life of Obedience =Be Life of Joy
11) Only When Understand Eternal Dimensions of His Love =Praise W/ All Hearts =Live Lives Worthy of Him
