Psalm 100	                       The Heart of Worship
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First, Worship Is Joyful (1)
1) John Stott—Ps 100 = “Is an eloquent summons to worship” = Articulates Beautiful Tension In Our Worship
2) This Psalm Likely Sung = As Worshippers Reached Temple = Entered Gates—Came Into Courts 
a)  To Worship = (1) Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! = Noise = Shout—Yell—Sing Loudly
b) Parallels= (1) Joyful Noise—Shout (2) Glad Service—Singing = Joyfully Sing Out—Let Voice Be Heard
3) Rich & Complex Reality In Worship = Tension Betw/ Reverence & Joy = Not Try To Resolve—Dismiss
a) God = Awesome  So Holy = Sinful People Not Look On Him & Live = Dwells In Unapproachable Light
b) But Awesome & Glorious God = Given Self To Us = As Savior & Father = In Xp Loved & Redeemed Us
4) Joyfully Reverent = Seriously Glad = Solemnly Happy = Awesome & Jubilant = Holy God = Happy God
a) Zeph 3:17—"The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.” = Invites Us
b) Lord’s Supper = Meditative But Also = Feast  Passover = Celebration of Deliverance & God’s Grace
5) Reverence & Joy = Not Incompatible = Combine To Create Worship = Filled W/ Complex Emotions
a) Resist 2 Things = Slow—Funeral Sounding Music  AND Casual—Sentimental—Shallow Worship
b) Biblical Worship Combines Awe & Joy   Holy & Awesome God = Says Come = Into Presence W/ Joy
c) Ps. 16:11—“In your presence there is fullness of joy” = God Says = When Come = Let There Be Loud Joy
6) This Call To Worship = Rings W/ Exuberant—Noisy—Joyful = Praise & Worship Before The Awesome God
a) How Much More In NT = Where Full Light of Gospel of Jesus Xp = Shines = Salvation & Eternal Life
b) Phil. 4:4—"Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice”  Joy! = Be Glad—Delight In Jesus
7) Rejoice Always = Except Worship = Then Somber & Quiet =Enter Presence W/ Joyful Noise Of Loud Singing
a) God = Awesome In Glory = Holy & Rteous  O But Also = Full Of Grace—Mercy—Love= Invites Near
b) We Respond To All That He Is—Who He Is In Xp—All Has Done—Grace Given Us = Rich & Complex
8) 2 Cor. 9:7—"God loves a cheerful giver” =Context =Financial Giving = But True of All We Give To God
a) Joyfully Give Finances = Obedience—Time—Service—Worship =God Loves Cheerful Worshippers
9) Time For Kneeling—Silence—Awe = But God Himself = Defines Our Worship = Prominent Note of Joy

Second, Worship Is Universal (1)
1) (1) Call To Worship = Summons To ‘All the Earth” = All God Has Made = Owes Him Worship = Nature Does
a) Ps. 19:1—"The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork”
b) Ps. 98:7-8—"Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it!  Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together” = All of Creation = Fulfills Its Purpose = Glory To Creator
c) Mankind Alone = In All of Creation = Rebels Against Creator = Fails To Give God Glory Due His Name
2) But God’s Purpose = Always Been Global = God of Ends of Earth = Thru Messiah = Intends To Restore All
3) Ps. 2:7-8—"You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.” = Jesus Inherits People From Nations = Ends of Earth
a) Matt. 28:19—"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” = Turn Nations = Back To Worship of God
4) IOW = God Not Tribal God = Lord of All Earth = Missions Exists To Reclaim Worshippers From Ends of Earth
a) Piper—"Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is the ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man…The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God.”
5) Purpose Of Missions = Fulfillment of Psalm = All The Earth Would Praise & Serve One True & Living God

Third, Worship Is Serving, Gathering & Singing (2)
1) (2) Serve W/ Gladness = Ever Wonder Why Worship Time On Sunday Morning Called Worship Service?
a) Notice = Sandwiched Betw = Make Joyful Noise—Serve The LORD = Come Into Presence W/ Singing
b) In OT = Service = Referred To Work of Priests In Temple = All Aspects = Sacrifices—Giving—Singing
2) Not Entertainment = Service We Render = Active Participation = Offer Praise—Songs—Prayers—Offerings
a) Is. 43:21—“The people whom I formed for myself that they might declare my praise.” = Active Purpose
b) We Were Created To Give Our Hearts To God In Worship = Offer All Forms of Worship W/ Gladness
3) (2) Not Calling Us = Come & Watch Something = God Calls Us To Come Into His Presence = OT = Temple
a) No Temple Anymore = Still Call To Corporate Worship = Not Call To Church Building = Gathered People
4) Point = Not Place—Building = But God’s People Gathering = For Worship      Worship = Corporate
a) Matt. 18:20—"For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” = Gathering
b) Heb. 10:25—“Not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some” = Not Neglect = To Gather
5) (2) What Are We To Do When Gather = Come Into Presence = Singing! =     Human Voice = Central
a) Most Important Instrument In Worship of God = Our Voices = Joined Together = In Jubilant Song
b) Ps. 149:1—“Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the assembly of the godly!”
c) Col. 3:16—“Singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”
6) Great Sympathy For Many Aspects of Contemp Worship = Blended = Critical If = Drowns Out The People
a) If Instruments & People On Stage = All You Can Hear = How Define Concert     Lead God’s People
7) Already Do Great Job =But As Encouragement To God’s People= Sing Your Hearts Out= Let Voice Be Heard

Fourth, Worship Is God-Centered (3)
1) (3) Know = Yahweh Is Elohim = Covenant God of Israel = Great God = Same God Who Made Us = Creator
a) Worship = Based On What We Know @ God = God-Centered = Need To Know God Of Bible
b) Not Worship God Rightly = Until Get Wrong Ideas Out of Head = Filled W/ Glory Of God of Bible
c) Know =Maker All Things = Not Local Deity—Not Village God—Ethnic—National Deity = Creator of All
2) This Truth Shapes All Worship = Uncreated Creator—Self-Existing—Almighty—One True & Living  God
3) Isa. 45:21-22—“Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the LORD? And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me. "Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.”!  This God At Center of Our Worship = One True & Living God
4) So Service Not @ Us = @ God = God-Centered = Praying—Singing—Preaching—Giving = Sense of Glory

Finally, Worship Is Christ-Exalting (3-5)
1) (3) We Are His People—Sheep = He Is Our Shepherd = Saved Us = Made Us His Own People—Children
a) Know Ultimately Saved & Adopted Thru Jesus Xp = Good Shepherd Who Comes For His People
2) Luther—“This psalm is a prophecy concerning Christ”  Calvin Says Refers To Time Xp Gathering Nations
a) Context = Immediate Call To Israel = Enter Into Temple For Worship  Points To Greater Gathering
b) Thru Gospel = Jesus Calling Nations To Faith & Worship = To Salvation = Gathering of His People
3) Jesus Good Shepherd = Gathering Sheep = His Sheep Know His Voice & Come To Him = Gives Us Life
a) In Xp = Redeemed—Sin Paid For—Forgiven—Made Rteous—Loved—Accepted = We Are His People!
b) So Our Worship = God-Centered—Xp Exalting = Worship—Praise—Delight In—Give Thanks To Jesus
4) (4) Christ Exalting Worship Is Thankful = Labeled = “Psalm for Giving Thanks”  Worship = Thankful
a) Col. 3:16—“Singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”
b) Every Time Walk Thru Gates Into Courts of His Presence = Come W/ Sincere—Overflowing Gratitude
c) Our Worship = Complex Emotions But Central—Governing Emotion = Thankfulness = Created & Saved
5) (5) Christ-Exalting Worship Is Confident = (5) Our Covenant God = Good = Steadfast—Faithful = Forever
a) Covenanted His Steadfast Love To Us Thru Blood of Jesus = Not Come In Own Name = Come In Christ
b) Call To Enter His Gates—Courts of His Presence = W/ Out Qualification =Come! W/ Joy & Gratitude
c) Heb. 10:19-22—“We have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus…let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” = Confidence Bec/ Xp-Centered—Xp-Exalting = Come In His Name
6) Stand In Eternal New Covenant = By Blood Jesus = Confident Enter Holy Places  Draw Near In Jesus Xp
7) My Friends God Calls Us To Worship =Into Presence = To Lift Voices—In Joyful—Thankful—Confident Song
8) Let Us Not Forsake Gathering = To Serve Our Lord W/ Gladness  Offer Joyful—Confident Worship
