Ephesians 1:1	                       Grace Drives Obedience
1
First, Paul the Apostle Is the Author
1) John Calvin’s Favorite Book of Bible  John Mackay—“The distilled essence of the Christian Religion”
2) Paul=Apostle of Jesus Xp = By Will of God = Claims Apostleship = Office W/ 12 = Not One of Original
a) 11 Not Appoint Him—Church Did Not—Not Volunteer = Authority of His Calling Comes From God
b) Jesus Confronted—Called = God Made Paul = Both Xpian & Apostle = God’s Will = Saved & Appointed
c) True Of All Xpians = Great Theme In Chap One = Eternal Counsel & Purposes of God’s Will = Saving
3) Paul’s Concern For His Office = Not @ Self = Concerned For Authenticity & Authority Of His Message
a) Gal. 1:11-12—"I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” = Paul Calls Self = Least of Apostles = But By Will of God = His Gospel = Word of God
4) Written While In Prison Probably @ 60-61 AD During Imprisonment In Rome = Phil—Col—Eph—Phil
5) Paul Introduced As Author = Our Culture Signs Our Letters At End = They Signed Them At Beginning
a) Authorship = Accepted For 1800 Yrs = 1800’s Higher Criticism Began To Question Paul’s Authorship
b) Questions @ Variation in Vocabulary  Also Paul Spent 3 Yrs In Ephesus = But No Personal Greetings
6) Talk @ That In Minute = No Substantial Reason To Doubt = Conservative Scholars Agree = Rich W/ Paul
a) Have 1800 Yrs of Church = Burden Of Proof = On Skeptics = Doubts Largely Subjective & Speculative

Second, It Is Written To Ephesus & Churches of Asia
1) Paul Spent 3 Yrs In Ephesus = Yet No Personal Greetings = Not Address Any Particular Issues In Church
2) Tells Us = High Probably = Cyclical Letter = Sent Around To Multiple Churches = Ephesus Being One
a) Earliest Copies = Not Mention Ephesus  2nd Cent Reference = Letter To Church In Laodicea
3) Interesting = Bec/ Colossians Says = Swap It Letter W/ One Sent To Laodicea = Possibly Laodicean Letter
a) Colossians & Ephesians = Overlap Material = Verbal Parallels = Third of Material = Similar Time Frame
4) Letter May Have Been Different Cyclical Letter = Finally Landed Became Associated W/ Ephesus
a) Other Cyclical Letters To Multiple Churches = 1 Pet = Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, & Bithynia
b) These Are 5 Provinces  Asia Minor—Turkey = Sent To Number of Churches = Passed Around
c) All 7 Churches In Rev = In Province of Asia = Includes Ephesus & Laodicea = Certainly Circulated
d) Ephesus—Colossae—Laodicea = All Cities In Asia = Eph To Laodicea = 100 Mi  Laod To Col = 9 Mi
5) Became Associated W/ Ephesus = Coast of Asia = Cosmopolitan City = Greeks—Romans—Jews—Gentiles
a) Capital of Roman Province of Asia = Political & Commercial Center = Temple of Diana = 7 Wonders
6) Important Trade City = Church Planted By Paul On 3rd Missionary Journey = 3 Years = Teaching & Discipling
7) Letter Itself = Not Address Specific Problems =Beautiful Summary of God’s Work =Creating New Humanity
a) Plan From Before Foundations of World = In Fullness of Time = Creates One New Holy People In XP

Finally, Grace Drives Obedience
1) God = Thru Xp = By Power of Spirit = Creating New Humanity—Society = Unites Jews & Gentiles In One
2) S.M. Baugh—“The church’s unity as it is rooted in God’s counsel & then in his redemptive accomplishment in the incarnate Son sealed to believers in the Holy Spirit. We see throughout Ephesians the rich, biblical teaching of a full and free salvation accomplished by the Triune God and received by faith alone.”
a) Saving & Adopting New People Of God = Making Us Holy & Rteous In Xp = Restoring Lost Image of God
b) So Calls Us To Spiritual Maturity In Xp = Describes Growing Unity—Purity—Love = Touches Every Relat
3) Sinclair Ferguson—“From beginning to end Ephesians sets before us the wonder of God’s grace, the privilege of belonging to the Church, and the pattern of life-transformation the gospel produces.”
4) Structure of Book = Structure of Xpian Life = What God Did—Does = Precedes & Empowers = Xpian Life
5) Structure of Book = ½ (1-3) Indicative—½ (4-6) Imperative = True In All Paul’s Letters =Rom=But Eph Split
a) Indicative Mood = States Facts—Proposition—Truth  Imperative = Gives Commands = Close Door
6) In Chaps (1-3) = Only One Imperative = 2:11 = Remember = Facts & Truth = So No Real Command At All
a) Chaps (4-6) = 40 Imperatives—Commands  Start In (4:1) Therefore Walk Worthy = Since 1-3 True!
b) Truth Comes First = Then Xpian Life  Moral & Ethical Way of Life—Response To Who God Is—Done
7) So Truths Put Forth In Chaps 1-3 Lay Rich Foundation For Call To Growing—Maturing—Christlikeness
a) (Chap 1-3) Outline Obj Gospel Realities = Grace—Salvation—Justification—Work of HS—Identity In Xp
b) (1-3) Expounds = Rom. 8:30—“Those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified” = Chaps 1-3 = Articulates = Celebrates
c) (1:4-5)—“He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption” = Unfolds God’s Eternal Redemptive Plan
d) Stott—Ephesians—”is a marvelously concise, yet comprehensive, summary of the Christian good news and its implications. Nobody can read it without being moved to wonder and worship, and challenged to consistency of life.” = Heartfelt Worship—Joyful Xpian Living = Fruits Of Gospel—Life That Is In Xp
8) Tone of 1-3 = Not Controversial = Worshipful  Theology = Richly Blended W/ Doxology & Prayer
a) Theology For Doxology = Theology Fuels Blessing & Praise For Truth = Followed By 2 Of Richest Prayers
b) To Me = Feels Like Rev = Where Holiness of God—Glory of Risen Lamb—Wonder of What Done = Sung
c) Blessed Be God = Chose Us—Saved Us—Forgave Us—Raised Us = By Grace = We Have Been Saved
9) Glorious Indicative Truths Come First = Why? Bec/ Grace Drives Obedience—Identity Shapes Behavior
a) Legalism = Seeking To Please God—Be Obedient—Live Xpian Life = W/ Out Song of Salvation In Hearts
b) Song Of What God Has Done = Full & Free Salvation = Planned From Eternity = Accomplished In Christ
10) Must Know & Understand This = Worship From This Place = Before Can Rightly Seek To Live Worthy Life
a) (2:10) “We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works” = Created By Grace = To Work
b) Work From Grace = Not For Grace Imitate Xp Bec/Belong To Xp =Not To Win Acceptance—Salvation
c) To Reverse = Deadly  To Place Duty & Obedience Before Grace = Essence of Worst Kind of Legalism
11) Obedient—Holy Living = Grateful Response = To Grace Received = Empowered By Connection To Xp By HS
a) Not An Attempt To Earn—Or Pay Back = Salvation = (2:8) By Grace = Saved Thru Faith = Not By Works
12) Must See = Chaps 1-3 = Labor To Make Clear = God Saves Us—Apart From Any Contribution From Us
a) From Choosing & Predestining = To Work of Xp On Cross = To Raising Us From Dead = All By His Grace
b) Eph. 2:8-10—“By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship” = Created Us
c) Our Faith = Fruit of God’s = Regenerative Work = Raising Us From Dead  Giving Us New Life
d) All Is A Gift = All Is Grace = All Is God = If Final—Decisive Act of My Salvation = Mine = Room To Boast
13) All Blessing—Glory—Honor Belong To God Alone = We Boast In Him = When Attribute All To Him
a) No Room For Claiming Any Credit To Selves =Boasting = Excluded =Why? Bec/ We Contributed Nothing
14) We Know Struggling W/ Legalism If = Unhealthy Focus On Human Rules—Performance = Over God's Grace
a) Journey Marked More By Exhaustion & Anxiety Than Peace & Freedom = When Lack Inner Spiritual Joy
b) If Disconnect Xpian Living = From Rich Truths of Gospel = Become Legalists Rather Than Worshippers
15) God = Concerned For Our Lives To Grow In Rtness & Holiness (4-6) = But Must Sing Song of His Grace First
a) Learn—Know—Understand = Theology Just As Important = Or Risk Living On Gerbil Wheel of Legalism
b) Stott—“The whole letter is thus a magnificent combination of Christian doctrine and Christian duty, Christian faith and Christian life, what God has done through Christ and what we must be and do in consequence.”  What God Has Done For Us In Xp = Precedes Every Command = Source Of Life
16) Instructive = Paul Prays 2 Rich Prayers = Both To Know & Understand = Eyes Enlightened = Know His Love!
a) HS Uses = Truth of Gospel of God’s Eternal Love Lodged In Our Hearts = Empower Souls To Live For Xp
17) When Emphasize = Practical Preaching—Downplay = Theological Understanding = Undermine Gospel Self
a) Why? Bec/ Indicative—Theology = Truth Of What God Has Done = Who We Are In Xp = Comes First
18) Eph. 1:3-4—“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him” = (4:1) Therefore…Walk In a manner worthy of God
