Ephesians 1:3-4	                       God Chose Us
1
2 Peter 3:15-16—"Count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand”

First, God’s Choosing Is Important
1) (4) “God Chose Us” = Thomas Goodwin—Said These Words “have bred more controversy than any so few words almost in the whole bible” = Mid 1600s = Not New Debate = These Words = 2000 Yrs Old = Aug
a) Godly—Intelligent People Disagree = Land On Both Sides Of Debate = Whitefield & Wesley
b) Whitefield—"I fear not, for he will be so near the eternal throne, and we at such a distance, that we shall hardly get a sight of him.” = Loved & Respected Each Other  Our Times = So Polarizing
2) Many Preachers = Just Skip—Ignore  But Expository Preaching = Thru Book = Not Skip Anything = Dig In
a) Going To Do My Best = To Show From Scripture = What Believe  Even If Disagree = Wrestle W/ Bible
3) (3) Blessed Us In Heavenly Places W/ Every Spiritual Blessing In Xp = (4) Very 1st Blessing = God Chose Us
a) Eklego = Choose Out—Select (for oneself)—Choose From Among     Elect & Choose = Same Meaning
b) Same Word In Greek =When Jesus Says = Matt 24:22—"for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short”—Matt 24:24—”to lead astray, if possible, even the elect”—Matt. 24:31—"angels…will gather his elect from the four winds—Lk. 18:7—“Will not God give justice to his elect”—Jn. 15:16—"You did not choose me, but I chose you” = Sometimes Translated = Elect—Sometimes =Choose = Same Word
c) Want Us To See = It’s A Jesus Word = Uses Regularly & Freely To Describe His People = OT Concept
d) God Always Had = Chosen People = Interesting Many Freely Acknowledge It In OT = Reluctant In NT
4) (3-4) First Blessing = First Thing Paul Wants Xpians To Know = God Chose You = You Are An Elect People
a) This Carries Certain Weight—Importance = Not Skip Or Ignore = Paul Starts W/ & Sees Great Blessing
b) Chosen & Elect = Starts W/ Jesus = Runs Thru NT = John—Paul—Peter—James = All Use This Language
5) Jesus = Matt. 22:14—“For many are called, but few are chosen.”  General Call  But God Chooses
a) Rev 17:14—“He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful
b) Rom 8:33—"Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? =Chosen Ones =No Charge Bec/ He Chose
c) Rom. 11:5—at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace = Saved By Grace
d) Col. 3:12—Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy & beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility
e) 2 Tim. 2:10—"I endure everything for the sake of the elect = Paul’s Ministry—Suffering For God’s Elect
f) 1 Pet. 1:1—“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect”  Scattered Xpians = Encourages
g) 1 Pet. 2:9—“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation” = All OT Names = Chosen People
6) God Makes Big Deal @ God’s Choosing  So It Seems = Not = Minimize God’s Choosing = Emphasize It
a) Not Peripheral Idea = Comes Up In 1-2 Obscure Passages = OT—Jesus & John—Paul & Peter—James

Second, God Chose Us Before The Foundations of World
1) When Did God Choose Us—His People = “In Xp Before = Foundations of World” = Before Cosmos Existed
a) Before God Said = Let There Be Light—Before Earth Came Into Being—Before People = God Chose
b) 1 Peter 1:19-21—Christ…was foreknown before the foundation of the world” = Chosen—Determined
c) Mat 25:34—"Then the King will say to those on his right, Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world
2) Savior Determined = Kingdom Prepared = A People Are Chosen = All Before Foundation of World
a) 2 Tim 1:9—“Who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began” = Beginning of Time
b) Rev. 17:8—Judgment of “dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world” = What’s Saying?= Book of Life Written Before World = God Chose
3) (4) “He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him” = What Is It To Be H & B? = Saved! = From Judgment Blameless = Forgiven= Chose Us For Salvation
a) 2 Th 2:13—"But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.
4) Election = God’s Eternal Choice of Certain Definite Individuals To Salvation In Jesus Christ = To Be Holy
5) This Not Controversial = Clear Teaching of Bible =So Where Controversy Lie? = Question = On What Basis?

Third, God’s Choosing Was Unconditional
1) Did God Make His Choice Based On Something Saw In Us = Condition Had To Meet = Or Unconditional
a) This Is The Rub = On What Basis Did God Choose? = Did God Predestine? = Was It Something In Us
2) School of Thought =Arminian = Believes Decisive Choice Must Be Ours = Saved Or Not = Ultly Our Decision
a) God’s Choice Based On Something Saw In Us First Foresees Our Choice =Chooses Those Who Choose
3) Before Foundation of World = Looked Down Corridor of Time = Sees =Who Going To Choose Him= Chose
a) Where In Bible Do Get That? Point To 2 Passages = Rom. 8:29—"those whom he foreknew he also predestined”—1 Pet. 1:2—Elect “according to the foreknowledge of God” = So Must Forsee Our Faith
4) Few Reasons Not Think =Right = Foreknow = Undefined In Passage = So How Do We Know What Means?
a) Must Ask = How Word Used In NT? = Context—Usage = Never Used To Describe God Seeing Future
5) OT = Know = Implies Deep Personal Knowledge = Adam Knew Eve    Jer = Before Born = I Knew You
a) Acts 2:23—“This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God
b) 1 Peter 1:19-21—“Christ…was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times=Set—Determined=Not Looking To See—Kingdom Prepared—People Chosen—Savior Set
c) Rom. 11:2—"God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.” No Longer Future—Why Not Say = Not Rejected People Who Believe? (5) So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace”
6) Interesting =Never Heard Argument =Israel=God’s Chosen People =Bec/ Foresaw Choose To Be His People
7) John 1:12-13—"But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
8) If God Looks Down Time = Chooses Me Bec/ Sees We Will Choose Him = Makes Choice Meaningless
a) To Choose Those = Know Going To Choose You = Not Choice = Acknowledgement = Noting Our Choice
b) If Decisive Choice = Ours = God Just Acknowledging Our Faith = Why His Choice Such Big Deal?
9) (5-6) “according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace” = Places It In God’s Will
a) This Is Why Paul Can Say = To Praise of His Grace = If Decisive Choice = Our Will = Who Do We Praise?
b) (7) “according to the riches of his grace (9) according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ
c) (11) predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will” = Whenever God’s Choosing—Predestining Mentioned = Gracious Counsel—Purpose = His Will
d) 2 Tim 1:9—“Who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began” = Not You = But God
e) What Stands Behind God’s Predestining Choice = In Sense Mystery = Not Invited Into Counsel’s of Will
10) Spurgeon—"God has in the exercise of His sovereignty chosen a people in Christ to salvation before time began”  In Time = By HS = Causes Us To Be Born Again = Being Raised From Dead = Repent & Believe
a) God Not Forsee Faith = Enables It= By Choosing & Regenerating = Giving Life & Ability To See & Believe

Finally, God Chose Us To the Praise of His Glorious Grace
1) Not Trying To Stir Up—Or Put Down= Not Meant For Controversy = Convinced By Bible = Teach Faithfully
2) Meant For Worship = Blessed Be God Who Chose Us = Predestined Us To Praise Of His Glorious Grace
3) Meant To Comfort & Encouragement  Give Confidence & Assurance = When Struggling—Suffering
4) Sanctified = As God’s Chosen Ones =This Doctrine Kills Pride—Instills Humility =So That No One May Boast
5) 1 Cor. 1:27-29—"But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world…so that no human being might boast in the presence of God”  God’s Choosing = Takes Away Our Boasting = Humble—Grateful
6) Someone May Ask = How Do I Know? = Only One Way To Know  Same Answer No Matter What Believe
7) Come To Christ—Trust in Christ—Put Faith In Christ—Rest In Xp Alone = Numbered Among Elect of God
a) Jn. 6:37—"All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out”
b) Godly—Intelligent People Disagree= Land On Both Sides Of Debate =Like Whitefield & Wesley =Friends
