Ephesians 1:1-2	                       Grace & Peace To You
1
First, Saints: Our Identity In Christ (1)
1) Sinclair Ferguson—“From beginning to end Ephesians sets before us the wonder of God’s grace, the privilege of belonging to the Church, and the pattern of life-transformation the gospel produces.”
a) John Mackay—“The distilled essence of the Christian Religion” = First 3 Chap Doctrine  Last 3 Living
2) Structure of Book = Structure of Xpian Life = What God Did—Does = Precedes & Empowers = Xpian Life
a) Truth Comes First = Then Xpian Life  Moral & Ethical Way of Life—Response To Who God Is—Done
b) God’s Truth Precedes God’s Commands=Why? Bec/Grace Drives Obedience—Identity Shapes Behavior
3) Even Greeting = Rich W/ Grace & Identity = Paul Speaks From Experience 
a) Apostle of Jesus Xp = By Will of God = God Sovereignly—Graciously Saved & Appointed = Apostle
4) (1) To Saints Who Are In Ephesus  Who Are The Saints?  Saint Literally Means = Holy One—Person
a) Important To Answer Question Biblically = Who Are = These Holy People = Paul Addressing?
b) Biblically = Every Xpian = Saint = Church In Ephesus Full of Them = Those Whose Faith In Xp Jesus
5) Xpian Traditions = Define Saints As Super-Xpians  Voted Into Sainthood = If Extra Good & Do Miracles
a) Say Things Like = She’s A Saint! = Usually Mean = Extra Good = Above Rest Of Us = Not Touch That
6) This Idea = Zero Support In Bible  Misunderstands Bible & Grace Worst = Robs Us Of Our Identity
a) Robs Us Common Folk of Our Identity  Jesus Came To Make Saints Out of Sinners = Like You & Me
7) Paul Calls Whole Churches = Saints = Rom—Eph—Phil—Col—Cor 2X = W/ All Its Problems = Saints
a) 1 Cor. 1:2—"To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”
b) 1 Peter 2:9—“You are a chosen people…a holy nation, a people belonging to God” = Nation of Saints
8) Saints = Men & Women Who Are Sanctified—Set Apart—Holy Thru Faith In Jesus Xp = Saint = Our Status
a) (1) To Saints In Eph = Those Who Put Faith In Christ Jesus = Full of Faith = In Jesus As Lord & Savior
b) [bookmark: _Hlk489618522]Acts 26:18—Paul Apostle By Will of God—“To open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me”  By Faith In Jesus = Darkness To Light—Forgiven  Saints
c) So Saints = Not Extra Good People = But People Who Declared Rteous = W/ Rtness of Xp = Thru Faith
9) When Our Faith & Trust Are In Jesus—Declared Rteous & Holy =Set Apart To Belong to God = This Is= Saint
a) We are Holy—because He Is Holy—We Are Rteous Bec/ He Is Rteous = It Is Who We Are In Christ
10) Not Mean = Morally Perfect—Even Xtra Good = Means = We Are His Workmanship = Created In Xp
a) Saints = Set Apart To Belong to God—In Special Way—Know—Love—Serve—Grow In Xp
b) Nicholson—“This is one of the most frequent designations of Christ’s people. And mark, it is given to every believer in Christ, whether or not pre-eminent for practical holiness” Saint =Identity=Who We Are
c) Implies That It Is Our Duty—Our Calling—To Strive For Holiness = Becoming Who We Are In Christ
11) Identity Not Determined By Past Failures—Current Struggles = But By God's Grace = Standing Place =In Xp
a) So This Morning = Come To Address = Saints At HPC = Thru Your Faith In Jesus = Grace To You & Peace 

Second, Grace & Peace Are Gifts of God (1)
1) Christianized Form of Standard Greek & Hebrew Greetings = Greeks Said = Grace—Jews = Peace—Shalom
a) Greeks = χαῖρε—χαίρετε = "Joy—Rejoice—Be Glad" = Paul Changes Slightly To Charis = Grace
b) Jews = Shalom =Peace = To Be Whole—Complete—Safe = Refers To Well-Being = Wish For Wellness
2) Paul Puts Grace & Peace Together = Used Exact Pairing = At Beginning of All 13 Of Letters = Every One
3) By Combining Traditional Greetings of Jews & Greeks = Affirmed & Reinforced Unity In Early Church
a) Acknowledges & Greets Both Groups In Church= On Equal Footing = All Saints In Christ = By Grace
4) Grace & Peace = Benediction—Well-Wishing For Best Things = Paul Infuses W/ Xpian Meaning
a) Grace = God's Unearned Favor = Not Deserve—Not Earn =God Gives What Could Never Achieve Selves
b) 2:5—"when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace
c) 2:7—In Coming Ages = show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
d) 2:8—by grace you have been saved…this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God = Gift Of Salvation
5) Biblical Peace = Reconciliation—Wholeness—Well-being = Joy & Assurance of Father’s Love In Xp
a) 2:13-14—“Brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace” = To Wish Peace = Christ
b) 4:3—“Eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace =Peace = Reconciled To Each Other
c) Rom. 5:1—“We have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
6) Grace Logically Precedes Peace = Necessary Order = Not Have Peace W/ God = Except By Grace Alone
7) World Seeking Peace = Wholeness—Satisfaction—Well Being = But Spiritual Peace Fruit of God’s Grace
a) Peace = Smile of God On Those Who Are Saints In Xp Jesus = Redeemed—Reconciled—Rteous
8) Stott—“Grace indicating God’s free, saving initiative, and ‘peace’ what he has taken the initiative to do, namely to reconcile sinners to himself and to each other.” = By Saving Grace We Have Peace W/ God
9) So Grace To You & Peace To Saints of God At HPC = From God Our Father & Lord Jesus Christ

Finally, These Flow From the Father & the Son (2)
1) Grace & Peace = Every Spiritual Blessing = In Heavenly Places = Flows From Father Thru Son
a) Our Standing In Christ As Forgiven Saints of God  Eternal Peace W/ God = From Father & Son
2) Notice = Ex-Jewish Pharisee Paul = Proclaims = Our Blessings Come From God = As Our Father = & Son
a) Goodwin—“God bestows not this grace as he is a creator, or author of nature in common to men as his creatures, but as he is become a Father in Christ, and so bestows it in a peculiar love, out of which he will give all good things”  = God & Father of Lord Jesus Xp = In Xp = Has Become Our Father
b) We Receive Grace & Peace = As God’s Children = Grace Comes From Our Father = Includes Adoption
c) Opening Tone = Familial = Saving Grace—Eternal Peace = Given To Children of God the Father
3) Joined To Father Jesus’ Full Title = Lord Jesus Christ  Jesus = Name  Lord & Christ = His Titles
a) Christ = Messiah = God’s Anointed One = Promised Prophet—Priest—King = Savior Who Was To Come
4) Jesus Also Given Name Above Every Name = Every Knee = Every Tongue Confess That Jesus Christ Is Lord
a) THE Lord = 1 Cor. 12:3—“No one can say "Jesus is Lord" except in the Holy Spirit” = Confession of Deity
b) Xpians Would Rather Die = Than Confess = Caesar Is Lord = Why? = Claim Of Deity = Jesus Is THE Lord
5) God the Father AND Lord Jesus Christ = Listed As Co-Source of Blessings W/ Out Distinction = Equally
a) Num. 6:24-26—"The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace” = Gifts of God
b) Grace & Peace = Gifts of God = Here Jesus Presented As Giver W/ God = Author of Divine Blessings
c) This Pairing Happens Regularly = Those Things = Belong To God = Attributed To Jesus Xp
6)  And So My Friends = Indicatives Of Grace = Gracious Truths = Embedded In Paul’s Greeting & Salutation
a) These Are Truths That Greets Us Every Day = Daily =Awaken Into Rich Reality = We Are Saints Of God
b) You Are Chosen—Called—Set Apart = By Will Of God = Who Become Your Father = Thru Jesus Xp
7) No Room For Pride  Let Him Who Boasts = Boast in the Lord  Only Humble Gratitude—Joy—Worship
a) Do You Delight To Belong To Him = Delight In Being His Special Possession In All the Earth? = A Saint
8) Order = Clear & Important—Bec/ You Are His Child—Live Like One—Bec/ You Are Saint = Perfect Holiness
9) The World Constantly Asking, "Who Am I?" = Seek Identity = In Careers—Success—Failures—Family
a) In Gender & Sexuality = But Things That Are Seen = Transient = But Unseen Realities—Truth = Eternal
10) God Says = You Are My Saints = Fundamental Reality = Defines & Changes Everything Else In Life & Death
a) Grace Is Yours In Xp Jesus = Peace Is Yours In Xp Jesus = These Spoken To Children of God The Father
11) So Before Paul Teaches Believers How To Live = Reminds Us Who We Are = Identity Precedes Activity
a) Grace Drives Obedience—Identity Shapes Behavior 
12) From Your Pastor Robert = By Will Of God = To Saints Who Are In HPC = Who Are Faithful In Christ Jesus
a) Grace To You & Peace From God Our Father & The Lord Jesus Christ

