Psalm 13	                       From Weeping To Worship
2
First, Sometimes We Feel Abandoned (1-2)
1) Calvin—Calls Psalms—"An Anatomy of the Soul; for there is not an emotion of which anyone can be conscious that is not here represented as in a mirror”= So Psalms =Teach Us To Pray = Give Words To Souls
a) HS Inspires = Deep Honesty In David’s Heart So HS Teaching Us = Honestly Pour Out Our Hearts
2) Short Psalm  Moves Very Quickly From Desperate Pleading  To Determined Worship In Few Verses
3) Psalm Begins W/ Feeling = Most Felt At One Time = If Honest = Where Is God?  Don’t Sense Presence?
a) In Seasons of Sin & Temptation  Suffering—Depression—Spiritual Drought = Can Feel Alone
4) (1-2) Hear The Struggle = 4X=How Long?! = Endured So Much—Can’t Take It Anymore = Where Are You?
a) How Long?! Forget Me = Feel Abandoned In My Circumstances  Longer Goes On = Feels Like Forever
b) How Long = Hide Face From Me = Lost Blessing= May LORD Make Face Shine On =Lift Up Countenance
c) How Long?! = Take Counsel In My Soul = Be Prisoner of My Own Thoughts = Left To Self—
d) How Long?! = Sorrow In My Heart All Day = How Long Must I Suffer = And You Not Help Me
e) How Long?! = Shall My Enemy Be Exalted Over Me How Long = Lose This Battle  Live in Defeat
5) We Can Feel Sighing & Groaning Of Suffering =Struggling Heart  Sense of Abandonment—Of Aloneness
a) God’s People In All Ages = Gones Thru Dark Times = Sickness—Loss—Temptation—Struggle =All Things
6) Have Ever Asked = How Long? = Wondered  Did Forget Me  Does Care @ Me  Why Not Help Me
a) Those Who Not Know Him = Not Miss Him  But For His People  Sense Of His Absence = Painful
7) When Teeter On Edge Of Pit of Despair = Tempted To Drift Away In Anger = Need To Press In = In Faith
a) Even When David Crying Out In Despair = (1) Soul Says = O LORD = Yahweh—Covenant God

Second, Let Our Hearts Rise In Prayer (3-4)
1) In His Pain = David Turns Away From Self = Honestly Pours Out Feelings = To One Who = Disappointed Him
a) Faith = Literally Looking Away From Selves  Fix Eyes On The LORD = David Prays = Talks To His God
2) (3) “Consider and answer me, O LORD my God” = See Me—Hear Me = Pleads For Relief = For Help
a) Notice Again = Intimacy = O LORD = Yahweh = My God—Mine = Confused—In Pain = But = My God
b) David Not Just Complaining = Wrestling = Prays His Anguish  Consider—Look—See Me = Struggling
3) (3-4) “light up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death, lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him," lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken” = Light Up My Eyes = Give Me Hope= Lest Sleep In Death = LITERALLY
a) Feeling Real = Dying Down Here = Unless Give Light—Hope—Salvation = I Am Lost—Conquered
4) Prayer = Confession of Powerlessness = Confessing= Help Comes From LORD = Lifts Up His Soul To His God
a) Ps. 121:1-2—“I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.”  From Where Does Your Help Come This Morning?
b) Lift Up Eyes To Hills  Lift Up Heart  Look To God & Father Of Lord Jesus = Pray = Hear Me, My God
5) Light Up My Eyes = Light Going Out  Feels Like Hope Is Lost  Revive Me—Save Me  Restore Joy
a) Or Enemy Will Get Victory Over Me = (4) Gloat & Rejoice Over Your Fallen Child!  Not Let Me Fall
6) Whatever Our Problems  However Bleak  We Know Where to Turn?  Our Father Will Hear Us
7) David Honest @ Pain & Suffering  Not Become Bitter & Angry Becomes Desperate & Seeking =My God
a) Not Pull Back =Presses In =Pours Out—Wrestles—Confesses =Dependence On God =Desperately Clings
8) As David Prays  Cloud Lifts  Faith Waxes Stronger  Hope Reignited In Heart  Light Comes To Eyes
a) God Answers David’s Prayer  Not By Delivering From Circumstances = But By Sustaining His Faith

Finally, Let Us Trust In the Steadfast Love of God (5-6)
1) As David Prays = (3) Light Up My Eyes = Experiences God’s Presence = 3 Biblical Truths Light Up In Heart
2) (5-6) Sense of God’s = Steadfast Love  Experienced In Salvation  Ultimate Truth Of God’s Goodness
3) (5) Steadfast Love = (5) Starts W/ “But” = Emphatic Shift  “BUT I have trusted in your steadfast love”
a) Despite All Doubts & Fears = Feelings Of Abandonment = Falls Back On Faith = I Trust Your Hesed
b) Hesed = Steadfast Love—Loving Kindness—Covenant Love = Central Hope Of God’s People
c) Like Marital Love = But Divine & Perfect  Love Each Other = Make Covenant = Vow To Love Forever
4) God Covenanted His Love W/ His People  Hesed = Steadfast—Faithful Love = Never Leave—Nor Forsake
a) So When David = Gets To End Of Rope = Losing Hope = Prayerfully Clings = To God’s Steadfast Love
b) Ps. 36:5—“Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds.”
c) Ps. 136—"Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever” = 26X
d) Lam 3:22—"The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end”
5) 1 Cor 13:7-8—Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends
a) This Love = Answers All David’s Doubts = Will Forget Me Forever? =Will My Enemies Triumph Over Me
b) Desperately Feels Alone = Trust Steadfast Love of Lord Faith Strengthened—Hope Rises—Light Eyes
6) His Salvation  (5) My Heart Shall Rejoice In Your Salvation  Sets Heart On Joy Of His Salvation = Shall
a) Ps 51:12—"Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me”=When Trust In His Steadfast Love…
b) Ultimate Manifestation of God’s Covenant Love = Salvation = Enemies Not Triumph Not Be Lost
7) Spiritual Reality = So Much Clearer In NT = King In Line of David Comes = Accomplishes Perfect Salvation
a) In Ps. 22:1—David Prays Similar Prayer = "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? =Jesus Takes These Words On His Lips On Cross
8) Jesus Felt Abandoned By God = Commandeered Words Of Psalm 22= To Articulate = Suffering of His Soul
a) Is 53:11—"Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities”
b) Out Of Anguish of Jesus’ Soul = Makes Many Rteous = Sees & Satisfied = Bec/ It Is Finished
9) David Felt Lost & Abandoned In Current Suffering = But Leaned His Heart On Steadfast Love & Salvation
a) 2 Cor. 4:17-18—“This light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal”  Abiding & Unchanging
10) (1-4) David Looking At Visible—Transient Suffering = Feelings & Circumstances = Feels Lost & Hopeless
11) (5) Lifts His Eyes = Lifts Soul In Prayer = Looks Away To Eternal—Unseen Realties Of Hesed & Salvation
a) Eternal Weight of Glory  Beyond This Brief Life  Light In Eyes= Unseen Reality of Eternal Life—Love
b) Eph. 2:7—In “the coming ages he [will] show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus = For Ages To Come  Endless Riches of Grace = Trust In Hesed = Rejoice In Salvation
12) God’s Hesed—Steadfast Love & Salvation = Covenanted To Us = On Cross = New Cov In His Blood—Death
a) Have You Trusted In His Steadfast Love  Put Faith & Trust In Jesus = Found Joy In Your Salvation
13) His Goodness (6) = I will sing to the LORD, because he has dealt bountifully with me = This Final Truth
a) (5) Have Trusted—Shall Rejoice—Will Sing = Chooses Worship = Central Truth Of Life =God’s Goodness
14) Truth = Regardless Of Feelings & Circumstances = God Dealt Bountifully = Good  All Time He is Good
a) Rom. 8:28 & 32—“We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose…He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” = All Things= One Day Inherit Eternity
15) So Even When Our Hearts Sorrow = Can Sing W/ David = Trust In Hesed—Rejoice In Salvation = Worship!
a) Job 13:15—"Though he slay me, I will hope in him” = Wrestled W/ Him = But Never Let Go= I Will Hope
b) Dawn—“God will never withdraw his support from us.  It may seem so when he does not grant us what we ask or take away our [seemingly] interminable sorrow, but his infinite wisdom and love are always present with us and on behalf of us.”  Whatever Current Circumstances = Can Trust—Rejoice—Sing
16) Prayer = Feeds Faith = Lifts Soul To God = Trusts His Love—Rejoices In His Salvation—Rests In Goodness
a) When David Rises From Knees  Very Different Man Than One Who Fell There In Desperation
b) Did Circumstances Change? = No—But Heart of the Man Did Light In His Eyes =See Goodness of God
17) Lifted Eyes = Found = Could See Beyond Temporal Circumstances =Eternal Truths of God’s Bountiful Grace
a) Midst of His Suffering = Could Sing In Joy of His Salvation = Of Steadfast Love & Goodness of God
b) 2 Cor. 6:10—“Sorrowful, yet always rejoicing” = Exist Together In Same Heart = Sorrow & Worship
