Proverbs 4:18	                       Brighter & Brighter To the Full Day
First, Dawn: You Have To Start Somewhere
1) Picture of Path = Way of Life = Path Of Rteous = One of Increasing Light = Growing Wisdom & Rtness
a) Picture Of Life-Long Process Of Moral & Spiritual Growth = Progressive—Increasing Holiness
2) 4:18—“The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn” = First Glow = All Start Somewhere
a) God Meets Us Where We Are = Gives Us New Heart In Jesus = Desire For Holiness = Light Dawns
3) So Path Starts = Like Light of Dawn = Starts Small = Shines = W/ First Rays Of New Day—Beginning
a) When Person Comes To Faith In Jesus = Baby Xpians = Just Stepping Onto Path Of the Rteous
4) Have To Start Somewhere  Question Asked Where Sun First Dawn In Us = Tip of Maine = Where?
a) My Early Teens= 1970s= Not Grow Up In Church=Not Be More Secular=Lost Teen=Not Know God
b) Did Whatever Wanted = Until Came To Xp At 18—Senior =Never Read Bible =Not Know Anything
5) Maybe = Grew Up In Church = Not Get Serious @ Jesus Until Teens = Maybe Still Not =   It’s Time!
a) Maybe Been Xpian For Decades =But Spiritual Life Stalled Out = Not Take Sin & Growth Seriously
6) All Have To Start Somewhere = Best Place To Start = Where Are = Right Now = But Start Means Start
a) Means Deliberately Get On Path = Start Moving In Right Direction = Path = Direction & Progress
7) Talking @ Sanctification = Process of Growing As Xpian = In Relat/ W/ God = Makes More Like Jesus
a) Normal Xpian Life = Never Stop Growing—Fighting—Running = Life-Long Path = Way of Life
8) Different Seasons = Easy To Get Off Track—Off Path = Devil Not Need To Make Us Bad = Just Busy
a) Too Busy W/ Work—School—Kids—Activities = Just Plain Distracted = Lose Our Focus = Drift
b) Stop Taking Spiritual Life Seriously = Fighting Good Fight = Lazy @ Spiritual Things = Coast Along
9) Path of Rteous Like Light Of Dawn = Glow Breaks Over Horizon = Darkness Begins To Retreat
a) First Bright Rays Crest = Gold—Oranges—Purples—Reds = See Everything In New Warm Light
b) My Friends Spiritual Dawn Possible Every Day = Mercies New Every Morning—Dawn of New Day
10) Wherever You Are = Today = Dawn Of New Day = Rise Up = On Path Of Rtness =Press On After Jesus

Second, Shines: A Heart For Holiness
1) 4:18—“The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines” = Light Displaces Darkness
2) Light of Sun = God’s Light = Awakens Us W/ Light of Xp = Shines Into Hearts = Gives Eyes To See
a) 2 Cor 4:6—"For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” = HS Dawns In Hearts
3) When Light Shines Out of Darkness = Like Light of New Dawn = Begin Walk New Path = Growing Light
a) Eph. 5:8—“At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” = 1 John 1:7—“Walk in the light, as he is in the light” = Light = In Lord = Walk W/ Him
4) God’s Intention For His People—For You & I To Walk In Light = Metaphor = Rtness—Holiness
a) Shining Inevitable As Rising Sun  Bec/ God Saves Us To Change Us =By Presence & Power of HS
5) Luke 1:74-75—Zechariah Explains Why Jesus Came= That—“Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.”
a) Delivered From Guilt & Bondage of Our Sin  Set Free = To Serve God In Holiness—Rtness
6) Jesus Died = To Create Free & Holy People  Belonging To God = Growing In Light & Holiness
a) Tit 2:14—Jesus “Gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.” = Zealous Hearts For God
7) Baxter = Want Us To See = Light of HS Shines In Souls = Hearts Transformed = Overflows In Lives
8) Baxter—“Holiness consists not in a mere forbearance of a sensual life, but principally in living unto God.  The principle or heart of holiness is within, and consists in love of God, and of his word, and ways, and servants, and honor, and interest in the world, and in the soul’s delight in God, and the word and ways of God, and in its inclination towards him, and desire after him, and care to please him, and loathness to offend him”  Holiness = First Transformation—Reorientation—Of Heart

9) Holiness = First = Heart Alive To God—Loves Him—Delights In Him = HS Shines Brighter & Brighter
Third, Brighter & Brighter: More Like Jesus
1) 4:18—“The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until full day” = Brighter & Brighter = Means Not Instant = Light Grows—Increases = Lives = Grow & Mature
a) God’s Purpose For You & I = From All Eternity = Create = A Family Who Are All Just Like Jesus
2) Rom 8:29—“Those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.” = Brothers & Sisters Just Like Him
a) Work of HS = Eph 4:13—“Until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ”=Like Him
3) WSC Q35—"Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness”
a) Work Of God’s Free Grace = Apart From Him = Nothing = Abiding In Life & Power of Jesus= Fruit
b) Renewed In Whole Man = Whole Person  No Corner = Exempt From Cleansing & Growing Light
c) Renewed After Image Of God = Conformed To Image Of Son = Purpose of Life= More Like Jesus
d) Enabled More & More = To Die Unto Sin = Sin Slowly Weakened & Overcome = Put To Death
e) Enabled More & More = To Live Unto Rtness = Slowly Grow in Fruits of HS = Path of Rteous
f) Shine Brighter & Brighter = Less Sin = More Rtness  Less Me = More Jesus = More Like Jesus
4) 2 Cor. 7:1—"Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God” = Promises Light The Path
a) 2 Cor 6:16-18—“We are the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people…and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty."
b) Promises =Temple of Living God = Indwelt By His Holy Spirit = Sons & Daughters Of Lord Almighty
5) Call For Children More Like Their Father  More Like Savior = Brighter & Brighter  Till Full Day
a) Our Lives = Being Brought Into Conformity To Character of God Who Made Us = Father In Xp
b) Lost Image of God Being Restored In His People = God’s Intention Before World = Made
6) Let Me Conclude = Saying Bible Speaks Of Sanctification—Holiness = As Past—Present—Future
a) Each Tense = Important = Puts Whole Topic In Proper Context = Past & Future Define Present
7) First = PAST = Already Holy—Sanctified = Our Holiness =Accomplished & Complete In Work of Xp
a) 1 Cor 1:2—"To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy”—1 Cor. 6:11—"But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified” = All Past!
b) Holy W/ Holiness of Xp  Righteous W/ Rtness of Xp  Stand Holy & Acceptable Before God
8) Second = Sanctifying Us Now = PRESENT Process of Making Holy = Really & Personally Changing Us
a) 2 Cor 3:18—“We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another” = Brighter & Brighter = More & More
b) Temple of HS = As Walk W/ Him = In His Grace & Power = Brings Forth His Fruits = Wise & Holy
9) Third = FUTURE = Promise = 1 Day = Stand In Presence Perfectly Actually Holy = Permanent Reality
a) 1 Jn 3:2—"We know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is
b) Image Fully Restored = Fully Delivered From Sin = Free To Love Him W/ Undivided Heart = Hope
10) Present Path—Process Of Growth = Flows From Reality & Power Of What Xp Already Accomplished
a) We Are United To Jesus By Spirit = Connected To Him—All That Is His = When Abide = Flows Into
11) Present Path Shines W/ Promise = That What God Began In New Birth =Will Carry On To Completion
a) Work From Place of Rest =Already Sanctified In Xp =Already Accepted & Justified = Promised
12) Xpians Live In Already—Not Yet =Already Sanctified—Not Yet Fully Realized =But Brighter&Brighter
a) Increasing Clarity & Wisdom From God’s Word = Increasing Holiness of Life = By Power of HS
13) Betw/ Cross & Final Day =Betw Already—Not Yet=Let Us Bring Holiness To Completion In Fear of God
