Proverbs 2:1-5	                       Seeking God
1
First, The Pursuit of Wisdom
1) Proverbs = Very Practical Book = Bec/ God’s Word = Must Be Lived = Must Shape Hearts—Choices
a) Our Relat—Finances—Parenting = Our Virtues—Morals—Ethics = Deals W/ Pride—Anger—Gossip
2) One Danger of So-Called Practical Preaching = Create Formalists—Moralists—Pharisees = Lovers The Law
a) Rather Than Lovers of God Who Delight To Do His Will = Bec/ We Delight Selves In LORD = Worship
b) Rom. 12:1—"I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship” = Worship = Way of Life
3) This AM = Pause = Step Back = Look At Heart Seeking—Worship = Stands Behind Proverbs—All Scripture
a) Said When Started = Wisdom of Solomon = Type = Ultimately Fulfilled = In Person of Jesus Xp
b) So Ultimate Purpose of Prov = Not Just Rteous Ordering Of Our Lives = Love & Following of Lord Jesus
4) Prov 2:1-5 = Want Us To Notice Increasing Intensity of Language = Passive—More Active = God Self = Goal
a) (1) Receive—Treasure Up = Passive  (2) Make Ear Attentive—Incline Heart = Increasing Outward Act
i) Incline Heart = Means Turn Towards—Lean Into = Understanding—Wisdom = Inward Movement
b) (3) Call Out—Raise Voice = Active—Intense Prayer = Plead W/ God = Raise Voice = Louder—Insistent
c) (4) Seek & Search = Eagerly—Diligently—Pursue  Focus Attention & Effort = To Obtain Prize = Seek It
d) (4) Introduces 2 Similes = Seek For It = Like Silver = Hidden Treasure = So Valuable = Must Hide = Gold
5) What Is Ultimate Treasure = (5) What Ultimately Find = Fear of the LORD—Knowledge of God = God Self
a) Rom 3:11—“No one understands; no one seeks for God” = Heart of Prov = Xpian Life = Seeking of God
6) Object of Pursuit Intensifies = Wisdom—Understanding—Insight—Silver—Treasure = Knowledge of God!
a) Pro 3:14—The gain from her is better than gain from silver & her profit better than gold= God Himself
b) Behind Wisdom—Wise Living = Living God = Hidden Treasure = Our Hearts Desire = Worship of God
c) Mat 13:44—"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” = Treasure = King Himself
d) In NT Fulfillment Of Search For Hidden Treasure = To See Glory of God Revealed In Face Of Jesus Xp
7) Prov 4:7—"The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and whatever you get, get insight.” = Seek It
a) Whatever Else You Get= Whatever Else You Do In Life = Great Quest In Life = Pursuit of God Self In Xp

Second, Hunger & Thirst For God
1) Many Think = When Come To Faith In Jesus As Lord & Savior = Sins Forgiven = Adopted As God’s Children
a) Searching—Seeking Over  Truth = When Awakened To Glory of God In Xp Just The Beginning
2) Seeking God Becomes Way of Life—Life-Long Activity = Whatever Else We Do = Seek Knowledge of God
3) Ps. 42:1-2—"As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God?” = Not One Time Event = Soul Made Alive
a) His Soul Parched = Thirsts For God Himself = Longs To Drink In Presence of God= Manifest In Temple
b) Jesus Offers Self Jn 7:37—Jesus stood up & cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink
c) Jesus = Living Water = Satisfy Parched Soul = Invites Us To Come To Him & Drink = Obj Of Our Desire
d) Thirst = Living Appetite = Drink Gallon of Water Today = Satisfied = Jesus Like Mana = Gathered Daily
4) Jesus =Ultimate Fulfillment Pursuit of Wisdom In Prov—Pursuit of Knowledge of God = Invites Us To Come
a) 1 Cor. 1:30—"Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption” = Wisdom From God = Not Just Rules For Rteous Living = But Rtness—Sanctification=Life
b) Eph. 3:8—Paul Wanted To “Preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Xp” =Xp=The Treasure
c) Jesus Xp = Full of Infinite Beauty—Riches—Glory—Grace of God = Spend 100 Lifetimes Never Exhaust
d) Phil. 3:8—“I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ” = Nothing Else In Life = Can Compare To Surpassing Worth = Unsearchable Riches In Xp Jesus
e) Phil. 3:10—“That I may know him and the power of his resurrection” = Present Thirst To Know Jesus
f) Phil. 3:12-14—"Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus”= Paul Writing At End of Life
g) Still Straining Forward—Pressing On = Goal—Prize = Riches & Treasures In Xp = Still Seeking = Jesus
5) Jesus Made Paul His Own = Now Paul’s Life Goal = Strain Forward—Seek Upward Call Of Jesus Christ
a) To Know Jesus More Deeply = Experience Power of His Resurrection = Makes Us = More Like Christ
6) When Jesus Makes Us His Own = Just Beginning For Us = Forget What Behind =Press Towards Goal & Prize
a) Practical Life Change = We Desire = Found In Deeper Knowing & Loving of Jesus =Find All When Seek Xp
b) There Is = Upward Call of God In Xp = Most Important Thing In Life = Whatever Else You Get = Get This
7) AW Pink—“There is a spiritual revelation of Himself to the soul! It is a vivid realization of the Saviour’s being & nearness, in a deep and abiding sense of His favor and love” =Grow In Faith—Experience of Grace
a) Deepening Discovery of Riches = Of Presence—Love & Favor—Grace & Strength—Comfort & Support
8) What = Great Treasure Of Your Life? = Are We Engaged in Life-Engrossing Quest For Deep Riches of Xp
a) Do We Seek First His Kingdom? = Do We Seek First = King =Life—Grace—Wisdom—Power = Presence

Finally, Seeking God In Life of Devotion
1) Jesus Made Paul His Own = Not End Of Paul’s Quest = Just Beginning = Awakened = Desire To Know Xp
b) Paul Wants To Receive—Treasure Up Knowledge of Xp (2) Makes Ear Attentive—Inclines Heart
c) Phil = Calls Out—Raises Voice = Declares 1 Thing Seeks—Desires = Upward Call of God In Jesus Xp
8) John 5:39-40—Jesus Says To Pharisees="You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life”
a) You Search In Right Place = Seek Wrong Thing = Riches of Life = Not Theology—Morality—Set of Rules
b) Jesus Says = The Life You Seek = Found In Me = Scriptures Bear Witness To Me = Yet Refuse To Come
c) We Come To Jesus In Faith = But Not 1 & Done = Coming—Seeking—Thirsting—Drinking = Way of Life
9) Ps. 27:8—"You have said, "Seek my face." My heart says to you, "Your face, LORD, do I seek." = Every Day
a) Face = Personal Presence = Essence of Relat/ = Face Time—Personal Presence Time = If Thirst= Come
b) John 10:10—"I came that they may have life & have it abundantly” = Abundance We All Seek = In Xp
c) All Treasures of Wisdom & Knowledge of God = Hidden For Our Delight = In Person of Jesus
10) Says Come To Me = Not Stop Short = Go Church—Read Bible—Serve In Ministry = Come To Me = Know Me
a) Our Life Quest = Follow Hard After Jesus = Paul Would Pay Any Price = To Know & Be More Like Jesus
a) Whole Concern of His Life Until Dying Day = “Take My Life & Let It Be Consecrated = Lord To Thee”
b) Ps 105:3-4—"Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually!” = Seek Him =To Know & Worship Him = Find All Need
2) Quest = Countercultural = Re-Prioritizes Our Lives—Commitments—Activities—Time = Takes Time
3) Life Rhythms = Corporate & Personal = Worship—SS & BS—SGs = Study—Share Life W/ Fellow Seekers
4) All Very Counter-Cultural = Margin = Time—Space On Edges—Room For Seeking—Searching = Knowing
a) Paul Says = One Thing I Do  Prioritize My Life Around This = Whatever Else You Get = Get This
b) 1 Chr. 22:19—God’s People Are Told = "Now set your mind and heart to seek the LORD your God”
c) Piper—"conscious fixing or focusing of our mind’s attention and our heart’s affection on God.”
d) Ps. 46:10—"“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted” = How Much Stillness = In Your Life
e) Old Saying = The Devil Not Need To Make You Bad = Just Needs To Make You Busy = Destroy Priorities
5) Jesus Spoke To Xpians = Priorities Become Confused = Who Lost Sight of the Treasure = Stopped Seeking
a) Rev 3:20—"Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” = Facetime = But Busyness—Confused Priorities
b) To Find Treasure = Riches of Presence of Xp = May Just Need To Slow Down = Hear Voice—Open Door
