Proverbs 19:3	                       Mad At God
1
First, Raging At God – Rebellion
1) Lot of Reasons = People Get Mad At God = Generally At Root Of Them All = Sense God Let Them Down
a) Life In Fallen World = Can Be Very Difficult & Disappointing = So Can Be Confusing & Painful
b) Unanswered Prayr—Broken Engagement—No Promotion—Lost Job—Unexpected Loss—Illness
2) Life Not Gone As Planned—As Expected—As Hoped For = When Life Disappoints = Easy = Mad At God
a) What God Doing?  Care? =Punishing Me? =Sense of Injustice—Confusion—Pain =Can Turn To Anger
b) Ever Really Notice Job’s Wife =Not Just Job Who Suffered—Job 2:9—"Curse God and die” = Very Angry
3) When God Spared Nineveh = Jonah Confused & Angry= God Asks= Jon 4:4—"Is it right for you to be angry?
a) It Is God Who Asks = So Good Question = Meant To Ponder  Diffferent Kinds Of Anger W/ God
4) Prov. 19:3—"When a man's folly brings his way to ruin, his heart rages against the LORD” = Blames God
a) At Times Own Foolishness—Bad Choices—Sin = Brings Pain Into Our Lives= Blame God—Rage At God
5) Often When Experience Hard Things = Want To Blame Someone Else = Blame God = Detach From Him
a) (4:26) “Ponder the path of your feet turn…away from evil” = Repent—Look To Jesus= Forgiveness
b) Wisdom Of Prov = Leads Us = To Ponder—Think—Examine = Life Choices—Own Behavior = Repent
6) Last Wk=Prov. 14:9—"Fools mock at the guilt offering, but the upright enjoy acceptance”= Upright=Repent
a) Fool = Refuses To Ponder His Path = Repent of Sinful Ways = Mocks Guilt Offering = Rages @ LORD
b) Waltke—“the intractable, arrogant fool elevates himself as the ruler of the universe and rages against its Moral Governor for turning his sinful way, which he hoped would continue forever, on its head.”
c) Jude 1:14-15—"Behold, the Lord comes…to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness…of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him."
7) Foolish—Not Wise = To Speak Harsh Things @ God = Mk. 10:18—No one is good except God alone
a) Foolish Attack God’s Character = To Charge W/ Injustice—Unfairness = Rather Examine Own Path
8) Later Job Accused God Of Injustice = Called God To Answer To Him = As If God = Accountable To Job
a) Job 40:8—"Will you even put me in the wrong? Will you condemn me that you may be in the right?”
b) Will We Accuse God = To Justify Selves  Will We Attempt God’s Judge = Placing Selves Above Him
c) Job 42:3—"I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know
9) Ps. 2:1—"Why do the nations rage? = Bible Counsels = Humility & Repentance Before God
a) Ps 37:7-8—"Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him…Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath!

Second, Wrestling With God – Struggle
1) Not Just Our Folly = Might Cause Us To Be Mad At God = Life Full of Disappointment—Pain—Confusion
a) 19:21—“Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand”
b) 20:24—"A man's steps are from the LORD; how then can man understand his way? = Confusion
c) Talked @ God’s Sovereignty = If Lord Wills!! = But Other Side of That Coin = Frustration—Pain
d) Bec/ What Want—Think Need = May Not Be What Lord Gives Me = My Ways = Not His Ways
2) Reality = Life In Fallen World = Can Be Very Difficult & Disappointing = Confusing & Painful = Struggle
a) At Times All Of Us = Travel Thru Valley Of Shadow Of Death = Of Loss—Fear—Hurt—Pain—Confusion
b) Bible Not Shy Away From It—Great Saints Acknowledge Reality = Dark Night of Soul = God’s Absence
3) These Are Times = Wrestle W/ God = Lost Sense Presence—Not Understand—Confused—Just Hurting
a) Important To Know = God Wants Us To Come W/ All Our =Confusion—Pain—Anger = Wrestle W/ Him
b) There Is Way To Lean In Towards God W/ Our Pain & Anger = Act Of Faith = Go To Him—Take Hold
4) Jacob Made Bad Choices = Suffered Disappointing Providences = Encounters Angel of God = Wrestles
a) Wrestling = Brought = Closer = In End = Just Held On = Changed His Life = Limped Away W/ New Name
5) Jacob Became Israel = Means One Who Wrestles W/ God = Even Prevails W/ God = Name of His People!
a) His People Wrestle W/ Him = As Act Of Faith = Difference Betw/ Faithful Wrestling = Faithless Raging
b) Ps. 5:1-2—"Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my groaning. Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King and my God, for to you do I pray.” = Hear Me—See Me—Answer = Need You—Crying Out !
c) Ps. 13:1-2—"How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? How long must I take counsel in my soul and have sorrow in my heart all the day?” = Where Are You?
d) Hurting Down Here = Not Sense Your Presence  But! Goes To Him—Wrestles W/ Him = Act of Faith
e) Ps 44:24—"Why do you hide your face? Why do you forget our affliction and oppression? =You Are God
6) God Can Handle Our Emotions = Not Have To Hold Back Anger At Injustice—Disappointment—Pain
a) Are You Struggling—Suffering—Lonely—Feel Abandoned = Come To Me—Hold Onto = Can Handle Us
b) His People Wrestling People = As Act Of Faith = Difference Betw/ Faithful Wrestling = Faithless Raging

Finally, Resting In God – Submission
1) My Friends = God Invites Us = To Pour Out Souls To Him—Cast Cares On Him = Wrestle W/ Him
a) Ultimately To Trust & Rest In Him = May Limp A Bit = But Walks W/ Us = Upholds & Strengthens Us
2) Couple Weeks = Saw = Feelings Not Define Reality—Not Always Reflect Reality = God’s Word Is Truth
a) Grief—Anger = Have A Place—Normal  God = Angry At Injustice—Death Not Way Supposed To Be
3) But Find Rest In God = When Finally & Fully Surrender To Him—To What Know To Be True = Just Hold On
a) Hearts Must Trade What Think God Ought To Do = W/ Humble Submission To Father Who Loves Us
b) Where Is Our Ultimate Hope? = Who Has My Ultimate Love?  Can We Trust When Not Understand
4) Yeah Thou I Walk Thru Valley Of Death = Fear No Evil = Bec/ You Are W/ Me = Rod & Staff Comfort Me
a) Restores Our Souls—Dwell In House of Lord Forever =Valley of Shadow =Not End—Not Ultimate Truth
b) He Is W/ Us =Rom. 8:28—“We know that for those who love God all things work together for good”
c) Is 49:15-16—"Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands” = No Matter How Feel—Not Sense His Presence = Promise = Never Forget You!! = Palms
5) In His Humanity Jesus Wrestled W/ God In Garden =Prayed & Prayed—Pleaded = If Possible—Sweat Blood
a) Prayer Went Unanswered = Cross = Peace When Surrendered His Will To Father =Not My Will
6) On Cross = In His Humanity = Sharing & Bearing Our Suffering = My God, My God Why Have Forsaken Me
a) Ps. 22:1-2—"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest” = Wrestling  Where Are You?!  Did You Forget Me?!  Dying Down Here! = Come & Help Me
b) In End = Into Your Hands Commit My Spirit = Ultimate Wrestling = Ultimate Surrender = To Will of God
7) Heb =Have High Priest—Savior =Able To Sympathize W/ Our Weaknesses =Suffered In Every Way—Like Us
a) Heb. 4:16—"Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” = Come Like Psalmist = Cry Out = Trouble—Pain =Wrestle & Rest
8) Phil. 4:12-13—"I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me = All Things! = The Secret In Loss & Need = Jesus = Suffering Savior’s Strength
a) Do You Know Him? = Have Surrendered Life To Him = As Savior From Sin  Our Strength In Need?
9) Job’s Wife = Curse God & Die!  Job Tore Clothes—Shaved = On Knees = Job 1:21—The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD = Tempted To Rage = Chose Faith = Long Book
a) Anger Not Event  Process = Response To Pain  But As Wrestle W/ God = Peace Passes Understand
10) Rom. 8:35–39—"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?...No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
