Proverbs 17:9	                       Slander, Gossip and Love
1
First, Gossip Repeats the Matter
1) “Wherever two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name, there someone is gossiping.” = Grapevine Proverbial
2) Talked @ Tongue Having = Power of Life & Death = Prov = Singles Out Gossip = As Particularly Damaging
a) Churches = Communities—Family = Involved In Each Other’s Lives  Share Life So Many Ways
b) INEVITABLE = Will Be Times =Sin @ Each Other—Let Each Other Down—Fail—Disappoint =Stuff Happens
c) When Become Aware Of Stuff = Hear About—Personal Experience =   How Handle Information?
3) 17:9—"Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates close friends.”
a) Wisdom & Love = Covers Offense = Not Repeat To Others = Protects People—Relat/—Community
b) Foolish & Unloving = Repeat Matter = Gossip Or Slander  Pass Info On—Tell People What You Know
c) Gossip Notorious Problem Everywhere = Not Just Xpians = But Churches Fertile Ground = Tolerated
4) Gossip = Talk @ Others = Personal Or Private Affairs = May Involve Us—Or Not Involve Us = Not Be Shared
a) Sometimes = Just None Of Our Business—Or Spreading Unconfirmed Rumor—Talking Someone Down
b) Complain @ Someone Behind Back = Expose Perceived Faults—Weaknesses—Failures—Sins To Others
5) Greek Word Translate Gossip =Whispering = KJV =Translates Slander & Gossip =Backbiting & Whisperings
a) Helpful Pictures =Backbiting = Behind Back  Whisperer = Talking In Hushed Tones = Furtive Glances
6) Prov 18:8—26:22—The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels” = Juicy Tidbits = About Someone
7) Whether Matter = True Or False = God Says Wrong To Spread Info = Expose People Behind Backs
a) Titus 3:1—“Be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one”= If Not Have Anything Nice To Say
8) 1 Tim 5:13—Of Widows—Applies To Anyone = “Gossips and busybodies, saying what they should not”
a) Heart of Matter = Saying What Should Not = Whispered Behind Back = God Says =Should Not Be Done
9) Rom. 1:28-30—"God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done…They are gossips… slanderers, haters of God” = Should Impress On Us = Seriousness W/ Which God Takes It = Why?

Second, Gossip Separates Close Friends
1) 17:9—Gossip “repeats a matter separates close friends” = That’s It = Reason God Hates Gossip=Backbiting
2) Gossip Not Harmless = Destructive = Destroys Relats/ = Talking Behind Back = Tear Others Down
a) Prov. 16:28—“Dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends” = Does Damage
b) Dishonest =Lit = Crooked = Bent Person Spreads Strife Thru Gossip = Whispering = Hurts Community
3) Prov. 11:9—"With his mouth the godless man would destroy his neighbor, but by knowledge the righteous are delivered” = Godless Talk @ Neighbor =Destroys = Rteous Speak Truth Openly In Love =Not Tear Down
4) This Includes Internet & Social Media = Epidemic of Gossip—Attack—Tearing People Down = Damaging 
a) Online—Written = Just As Bad = Often Worse = Bec/ Behind Keyboard = Become Even Less Restrained
5) Spurgeon—"Tale-bearing emits a threefold poison, for it injures the teller, the hearer, and the person concerning whom the tale is told…The reputations of the Lord’s people should be very precious in our sight”
a) Teller = Sin @ God = Responsible For Hurting Others = Damaging Reputations = Relats/ Communities
b) Hearer = Take In Negativity—Take Up Offense—Perception of Someone Changed = Part of Problem
c) Victim = Reputation Sullied Behind Back—Made Look Bad In Eyes of Others = Embarrassed—Shamed
d) Add = Community = At Least These 3 = Can Affect—Do Damage =Larger Community In Variety of Ways
i) When Relat/ Broken = Affects Circles of People = Circle of Talker—Circle of Hearers—Victim Circle
ii) People You Told = May Tell Others = Damage Grows Wider = Often Surprised What People Know
iii) Could Instigate Larger Conflict—Division—People Leave Churches = Churches Split = God’s People
6) Spurgeon—"We should count it shameful to help the devil to dishonor the Church & the name of the Lord
7) Often Not Consider = Gossip May Do Damage = Difficult Or Impossible To Undo =Not Put Toothpaste Back
a) Even If Tale-Bearer & Victim = Clarify—Reconcile = Not Undo Perceptions Of People Who Heard
b) Even If Issue Resolved Betw/ Core People = Difficult To Go Back & Undo Damage = Done W/ Others
c) Not Undo Perception—Hurt—Damage = Wisdom Warns Us = When Repeat Matter = Separate Friends

Finally, Offer Cover & Seek Love 
1) 17:9—"Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates close friends.”
a) Wise—Godly People = Seek Love By Covering Offenses = Like Bandage = Protects & Promote Healing
2) Prov. 11:13—"Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing covered” = Prov. 10:12—"Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses” = Love Offers Cover
a) Opposite of Love = Repeat A Matter—Reveal Secrets—Stir Up Strife—Damage Relats = Gossip
b) Cover Means Refusing To Expose People—Destroy Reputations—Tear People Down To Others
3) 1 Pet 4:8—"Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins” = Bandage
a) Not Mean Ignoring Sin—Engaging In Coverup = Crimes Must Be Reported—Sin Should Be Confronted
b) Right—Wise—Loving Ways To Deal W/ Offenses  Wrong—Unwise—Unloving—Destructive Ways
4) Right Way = To Deal W/ Offenses—Sin—Issues = Do So Wisely—Kindly—Directly—Quietly —Appropriately
5) Wisely = If Personal & Minor = Wisely Overlook Offense = We All Offend = Love Goes Easy On Others
a) Prov 19:11—“Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense”
6) Wisely = Should Refuse To Listen To Gossip = Just Not Participate  Gently Reprove Tale-Bearer
a) Prov. 26:20—"For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there is no whisperer, quarreling ceases”
b) Spurgeon—"If there were not gratified hearers of ill reports, there would be an end of the trade of spreading them. Trapp says, that “the tale-bearer carries the devil in his tongue, and the tale-hearer carries the devil in his ear.” = Sounds Like = “Need To Know” = I Not Need to Know = Be Part of Solution
7) Kindly Wisdom Knows When Something Needs To Be Addressed = Gal. 6:1—“If anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness”  Gently & Kind
a) Love Tries To Help = Be Part of Solution = To Bring About Resolution  Not Gossip—Gentle Help
8) Directly = Not Talk @ People  Talk To Them =Opposite of Gossip = Not Repeat Matter To Others = Go To
a) Too Often = Complain To Friends—SG—Family = To Everyone Except Person Should Talk To
b) Jesus Provides Pathway To Deal W/ Issues That Arise In Church = Matt 18 = Outlines Process
c) 4 Steps = If Someone Sins—Offends = Go To  Bring 2 = Again Directly  Tell Church = Put Them Out
d) God’s People = Seek Love = By Protecting Other People’s Reputation = Not Put Other’s In Bad Light
9) Should Talk To People = Not About Them  One Most Disobeyed Commands In Scripture
a) Had People = Mature Xpians = Say = Not Do Any Good Anyway  Jesus Not Say = If Think Do Good
b) Give Opportunity To Work Things Out = Not Assume Worst = God Changes Hearts  Bring Someone
c) Eph. 4:3—“eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  Eager To Spread Matter
10) Quietly = Love Always Keeps Circle As Small As Possible = Smallest = You & Them = Overlook = Or Go
a) Jesus Says = If Not Resolve One On One = Invite 1 Or 2 = Elder—Pastor = Keep Circle Small!
b) Love Protects People’s Reputations = Not Talk Them Down = Put Them Bad Light = Not Gossip
11) Appropriately = If Not Resolve At Personal Level  W/ Help Of One Or Two = Tell Elder—Pastor = Church
12) Cover = Not Mean = Not Dealing W/ Offenses  Means Dealing W/ Them Wisely—Appropriately 
a) Ps 141:3-4—“Set a guard over my mouth, O LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips. Let not my heart be drawn to what is evil”—Gossip Temptation = Keeping Of Heart = Guard Mouth = Out of Love
13) Vow Promise To Study Peace & Purity of Church = Actively Pursue Unity—Harmony—Wholeness
14) Do We Love Peace & Purity of God’s Church As Much As He Does == People Bought W/ His Own Blood
15) Love Offers Cover  We Cover—Protect = Bec/ In His Love Jesus Covers = Multitude of Our Sins
a) Hebrew Word For Atonement = Literally To Cover = Jesus So Loved Church Gave Himself =To Cover Us
b) We Are Not Exposed To Judgment = Bec/ Blood of Jesus Shed = To Cover—Blot Out Our Shame
16) Cross = Shows God Deals W/ Sin = Wisely—Kindly—Directly—Appropriately = Covers & Heals Our Shame
17) We Love Bec/ Jesus 1st Loved Us = We Offer Cover = In Love = Bec/ In Love Jesus Atoned & Covered For Us
a) Our Love Covers Multitude Of Sins = By Not Repeating Matter—Not Shaming Others Behind Backs
b) By Pursuing Peace & Purity = Down Path of Wisdom = Jesus Gave Us = Not Bury = We Pursue Healing
