Proverbs 14:12	                       But It Feels So Right
1
First, A War of Worldviews
1) Carl Trueman = Strange New World =Traces Philosophy—Ways Of Thinking That Produced Modern Culture
a) Modern World = No Longer Accepts As True What Used To Be Most Basic Aspects of Human Existence
b) What We Are Experiencing In West = Clash of Worldviews = Different Ways Seeing World
c) Politics So Polarized = Bec/ Not Clash of Best Practices For Common Goals = Clash Worldviews
2) End of 19th Cent Friedrich Nietzche = Declared God Is Dead = Time Cast Off Theism = All Of Its Baggage
a) God Ground & Source = All Objective Truth—Morality—Meaning No God = Nothing Means Anything
b) Cast Off Notions Right & Wrong—Good & Evil—Sense of Meaning—Morality—Purpose = All Must Go
3) Humans Cosmic Accidents = Exist As Result of Random Processes = Ultimately Bag Of Flesh & Chemicals
a) No Creator = No Meaning—Purpose = Just Here = Live In Cold Empty Godless Meaningless Universe
4) So Nietzche Said = Must Rise To Be Gods Selves = Take His Place = Create Selves—Give Selves Meaning
5) This Is Strange New World Live In = There Is No One—Nothing = Outside Or Above Me = Can Define Me
6) Define Self =Expressive Individualism = Ultimate Authority For Understanding Selves = Own Inner Feelings
a) Not Defined By Anything Outside Myself—Not Even My Own Body =Inner Feelings =God Of Our Age
b) Bec/ =No Higher Authority = No Authority On Earth—In Heaven = Who Can Say = Who I Am
c) I Am What I Am = I Am What Feel I Am = Over Against—In Defiance Of = Objective Reality—God
7) Our Feelings = Also God In Sense = Authenticity Requires = Obey & Express = 1st Law =Must Be True To Self
a) Freedom In Modern World = From All Constraints = God—Religion—Culture—Nature—Biology
b) These Just Oppressive Narratives = Used To Control People = Keep From Realizing Inner Selves
c) Must Be Free To Create Selves = In Image Of Internal Feelings = 2nd Law Validate—Celebrate
d) If Not Validate = Just Being Mean—Unloving—Oppressive = Make New Laws In New World = Politics
8) Living In Fundamental Clash Worldviews = Down To Basic Question = What Means To Be Human?
9) Biblical Worldview = Created Male & Female—Image of God—Dignity—Meaning—Morality—Destiny

Second, There Is A Way That Seems Right
1) We Are All Travelers  Road Of Life = All Going Somewhere = But Where = Depends On Road We Take
a) Great Themes of Proverbs = Way That Leads To Life—Way of Death = Wisdom = Follow Way of Life
2) Prov 14:12—"There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.”—2X = Prov 16:25
a) Way =Seems Right To Person = Not Right—Not Lead To Human Flourishing—Not Wise—Way Of Death
3) Prov. 5:3-5—“The lips of a forbidden woman drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil, but in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. Her feet go down to death= Seems Right =But End
a) Called Temptation = Bec/ Tempting = Honey—Sweet—Goes Down Easy = Feels So Right = End Death
b) Find Bear Cub = So Soft—Very Cute—Playful = Seemingly Harmless = Grows Into Something Deadly
4) Life Series of Choices = Many Will Seem Right = But They Are Not = Why? Bec/ =Of Where = Lead—Go
a) Gen. 3:6—“The woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate” = Way Seemed Right
b) Good Food—Looked Good—Satisfied Desire = So What’s Problem = God Said Don’t  Wrong Way
5) Richard Dawkins = Famous Atheist = Partly Responsible For Present Culture = Says Now = Cultural Xpian
a) Looking At World = He Himself Promoted = World In Which God Is Dead = Not Like End Result
b) Seeing Fruit Of His World View = Longs For Meaning—Purpose—Boundaries—Rationality—Morality
c) IOW = Way Seemed Right—Feels Right = But Leads To Opposite Result  Looking For Life =Find Death
6) Prov 12:15—"The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.”
a) Not Good At Judging Consequences of Lifestyles = Self-Deceived =    “God Wants Me To Be Happy”
b) But Say This = To Justify Doing Things = Contrary To God’s Word = Defy Him—Not Pleasing To Him
c) God Not Want Us To Happily Defy Him = Godly Happiness Not Found = On Path of Disobedience
d) Fool Is Right = In Own Eyes—Self-Deceived—Self-Justifying = There Way Seems Right = End = Death
7) Wouldn’t Be Nice = If Every Choice Came W/ Clear Picture of End Result = See Exactly Where Will Take Us
a) So Much Parenting Teaching Children = Long Term Consequences of Choices = Life—Eternity-At Stake
b) Wise Choices = End Right Place = Life—Not Death = So Must Start = Minds Fixed On Right End Point
c) Where We Want To Go = Will Determine Path Must Take = If Want To Go To Atlanta = 75 S—Not 24W
d) After All = God Says = Matter of Life & Death = Roads May Look Right = But End = May Lead To Death
8) So How Do Make Right Choices = Stay On Right Path  Wise Person = Listens To Advice = Word of God
a) God In His Mercy = Given Us His Word = Given Moral—Spiritual Roadmap = Given Jesus = The Rt Way

Finally, Walk By Faith, Not By Feeling
1) Could Say = Main Point of Proverbs = Not Be Wise In Own Eyes = Listen To God = Obey His Word
a) The Right Way = Walk According To God’s Word = Neither Left Or Right = Follow Jesus & Word
2) (3:5-7)—Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.” Not Be Wise In Own Eyes = Trust God = Obey His Word = Follow Jesus = Not Feelings
3) 2 Cor. 5:7—“We walk by faith, not by sight=Same As = Walk By What Is True In Word= Not By Our Feelings
a) To Walk By Faith = Believe In God—Biblical Worldview—Live In Accordance W/ Word—W/ God 
b) Waltke—“Only the omniscient, omnipotent God knows the true road that leads to life…the LORD himself must reveal the right way…& the disciple must accept that revelation by faith=Listen To Advice
c) No Person = Safe  Not Heed Word of God = Leans On Own Feelings = Wanders Away From Truth
d) Universe Not Random = Created By Holy God = World Created W/ Moral Fabric & Meaning = God’s
4) Jesus Explains Our Verse = Summarizes Entire Book of Proverbs = In 2 Verses Broad & Narrow Ways
a) Matt. 7:13-14—"Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy [Seems Right] that leads to destruction [Its End Way of Death], and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few” =How Do Find Narrow Road of Life
b) Luke 11:28—"Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!" = Ill = House On Rock
c) Matt. 7:24—"Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock” = Safe When Follow Jesus = He Is Way—Truth & Life = Follow Him To Life
d) Matt. 7:26-27—“Everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it." = Trust In Jesus = Lean Not On Own Un
5) Way Seems Right To Person=Not Right—Not Lead= Human Flourishing—Not Wise—Life & Death At Stake
a) World Tells Us = Many Other Paths = All Same—All Lead To Same Place = God Says No = Not Same
b) Only 2 Ways =Life & Death = Broad Course Of World—Seems Right To So Many—Many People On It
c) Broad Way =Easy—Feels Good= But Jesus Says  End =Destruction Follow Me = Give Life Abundant
d) Jesus Put Faith & Trust In Me = Walk W/ Me—Follow Me = You Will Never Go Astray  Find Life
e) If Never Made That Choice = Not Be Wise In Own Eyes = Repent of Wrong Ways = Put Faith In Jesus
6) Oh Church—For Us To Remain Faithful To Obj Truth Of God’s Word = Find Selves At Odds W/ World
a) Our Strange New World = Where Modern Self = Lives To Please The God Of Inner Feeling = 
b) Not Just Want To Exist = Wants To Be Validated—Included—Promoted—Celebrated—Worshipped
c) For Those Who = Bound By Conscience & Word = Who Refuse To Validate & Celebrate = Will Be Cost
d) Xpian View = No Longer Just Disagreement = Truth Mean—Oppressive—Harmful To Modern Self
e) John Benton—"Believers used to be thought as somewhat odd but basically decent folk. Now we are increasingly regarded as a harmful influence in society. We’re now “the bad guys” =If Follow Jesus
7) 2 Tim. 3:12-15—"Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed…the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” = Narrow Path Of Life = Where Know—Love—Follow Jesus
