Proverbs 15:8-9	                       The Heart of Prayer
1
First, God Looks At the Heart
1) Book On My Shelf = Hard Sayings of Bible = 3 Or 4 Inches Thick = More Than Few = For Instance
a) Luke 14:26—"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple”
2) This = Hard Teaching = God Not Hear Everyone’s Prayers  Hear Means = Not Attentive To—Not Answer
3) Just 2 Characters In (8) = Wicked & Upright  In (9) Wicked & Those Who Pursue Rtness = Upright
4) Upright = Those Who (9) Pursue Rtness = Seek To Obey God’s Law = To Follow His Word = Please Him
5) Wicked = Ungodly = Not Live To Please God—Opposite of (8) Not Upright = (9) Not Pursue Rtness
6) (8) Sacrifice & Prayer = Parallel Acts of Worship  From Wicked = Abomination  Rteous = Acceptable
a) What = Abomination? = Something Hated—Detested  God In His Holiness = Strong Moral Reaction
b) Actions Themselves = Good Things = So Whether God Loves—Or Hates = Depends On Who = Doing
c) These = Religious Activities = Sacrifice & Prayer = Which Means = Wicked—Irreverent Can Be In Church
7) (9) Gives Theological Rationale For (8) = Sacrifice & Prayer = Unacceptable From Wicked =Bec/ Way of Life
a) (9) Way of Wicked = Abomination =  So Their Sacrifices & Prayers = Abomin—Hated—Unacceptable
b) Wicked Not Live To Please God Reject His Word & Ways  Do What They Want = In Rebellion @ God
c) (9) God Loves Those Who Pursue Rtness = Bec/ On Path Of Rtness = Seek To Live Pleasing = Acceptable
8) So Path One Is On = Determines How God Responds To Us  Path We Are On =Determined By Our Hearts
a) Our Actions = Good Or Bad = Depending On Heart From Which Flow  Heart To Please & Honor God
b) ILL = Pharisees = Very Religious = Go To Temple—Read Bibles—Give Tithes= God Not Pleased W/
c) Matt. 23:27-28—"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”
d) Outwardly Do Right Things = Sacrifice & Prayer = Inwardly = Lawless = Not Pleasing = Hearts Wrong
9) So Whether Stealing—Adultery  Or Going To Church—Praying = God Looking = At Content of Hearts
a) 1 Sam. 16:7—"For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart" = God Knows What We Do = Fruit Of Who We Are In Our Hearts
b) What In Hearts = Determining Factor = Whether Pleasing To God Or Not = True This Morning
c) Mat 15:8—Jesus Quotes Is 29—"This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me”
d) This = What God Saying Here  Wicked = Whatever Outward Actions = Not Have Heart Honors God
10) Ps. 51:16-19—"For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise [Abomin]…then will you delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings”
a) Do See It? Before David Could Give Right Sacrifice = Heart Had To Be Right First—Contrite—Repentant
b) Right Spirit—Right Heart = Makes Right Sacrifice—Right Prayer = Heart Pursues Rtness = Pleasing
11) Piper—“An act that is good in itself can become ugly to God when it is done with the wrong inner disposition. An outward act that looks pious to us can look horrible in God's eyes because it comes from a heart that is wrong.” = God Looks At Our Hearts = Knows—Who We Really Are = Whether Heart For God

Second, The Lord Is Far From the Wicked
1) Prov. 15:8-9—The sacrifice and prayers of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD because (9) The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD” = If Heart Far From God = Not Hear—Accept
a) Wicked = Not Just Terrible People Out There = Could Be People Believe In God = Go To Church
b) Pharisees Looked Pious = Yet Somehow = Hearts Not Near To God = Not Pursuing Inward Holiness
c) Mat 15:8—"This people honors me with their lips [Outward], but their heart is far from me” [Inward]
2) Heart Has To Match = Inward Holiness? = 1 Pet. 3:15—“In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy” 
a) Not Just Lips Draw Near—But Our Heart Draws Near = Honors Xp—As Our Holy Lord = Love & Follow
b) Genuinely Seeking To Live Life Pleasing To Him = IOW Xp= Lord Every Day—Everywhere—In Everything
c) Col 3:17—Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him”= Do Everything In Name = Honor Him In Heart = As Holy Lord
d) Not Separate = Right Heart From Right Life = What On Lips—In Our Life = Must Flow From Hearts
3) What Made David’s Sacrifice = Right—Acceptable = Broken & Contrite Heart = Genuine Turning From Sin
a) Ps. 51:10—"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me” = Make Heart Right
b) Prov. 8:13—"The fear of the LORD is hatred of evil”  To Love Holy God = Hearts Must Hate Our Sin
c) FOL In NT = Described As Those Who Sanctify Christ In Hearts = As The Holy Lord = Love & Follow Him
d) Wicked = Those Willing To Give God Everything = Except What Actually Asking For = Our Hearts
4) Prov. 15:29—"The LORD is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the righteous.” = If Hearts = Far
5) Prov. 28:9—"If one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination”
a) If Turn Ear Away = Not Listen To God’s Word = Not Intend To Obey—Follow Jesus = Going Wrong Way
6) Proverbs Talked Much About Different Paths = Take In Life = Whether In Church Or Not
a) Prov. 4:11—"I have taught you the way of wisdom; I have led you in the paths of uprightness”
b) Prov. 4:14—"Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of the evil =Which Path?
7) God Loves & Hears Those Who Love & Follow = Reverently Obeys & Serves Holy Lord Jesus Christ
a) Not Saying = If Genuine Xpian = Go Thru Dry Spiritual Times = Seasons Of Struggle = God Not Hear
b) Will Never Leave Us—Nor Forsake Those Who Trust In Xp As Holy Lord & Savior = Seeking To Follow

Finally, The LORD Hears the Prayers of the Righteous
1) Prov. 15:8-9—The sacrifice and prayer of the upright is acceptable to God because…God loves Person who pursues righteousness” = God Looks At Heart = Hears His People = Those Who Love Lord Jesus—& Follow
a) 2 Cor. 5:9—"So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him” = Live For God
b) Chief End Of Man = Glorify & Enjoy God  So Must Ask =Is This =Goal of Your Life? =Content of Heart?
2) Want To Be Clear = Life Pleasing To God = Not Perfect Life = We Are All Strugglers—Stumbling Our Way
3) Prov. 28:13—“Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper [way of wicked], but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy” [way of Rteous] = Obtain Mercy—Prosper = God Hears Us 
a) David’s Life = Not Perfect = But = Repentant W/ Genuine Heart—Desire To Change—To Please God
b) Ps. 51:17—"The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart” Confess & Repent
c) Ps. 51:10—"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me” = Make Heart Right
d) Way Of Wicked = Unrepentance  Love Never Having To Say Sorry = Lie! = Conceal—Hide—Ignore
e) David’s Prayer & Sacrifice Accepted Bec/ = “Confesses & Forsakes” = Repents = Wants Right Heart
4) Right Heart = Not Perfect Heart = But Repentant Heart = Daily Turning From Sin—Seeking Clean Heart
a) Prov. 18:10—"The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe.”
5) My Friends God’s Word Assures = If Love Him = Faith – In Jesus Xp—If Repentant of Sin—Seeking New Life
a) Hears Us!  Why? = Bec/ = Perfect Hearts & Lives = No = Ultimately Bec/ Not Pray In Own Name
b) In Whose Name Do We Pray? = End Every Prayer = In Jesus’ Name! = Come To Father In Name of Son
c) Jesus’ Name Not Magic = Our Mediator = Come To God = Thru Our Holy Lord Jesus = In His Name
d) So Let Me Encourage Us = When We Pray—Say At End = In Jesus’ Name = Know = Heard For His Sake
e) Never Expect To Be Heard For Own Sake = God Loves—Hears Our Prayers = Bec/ Of Jesus
6) Do You Love—Trust—Follow Jesus = Hear His Word—Seek To Live Life Pleasing To Him = Then Pray Boldly
a) Have Every Encouragement To Prayer = Great Wonder of Xpian Faith = Almighty Father Who Hears Us
7) Disciples Asked Jesus = Teach Us To Pray—Matt. 6:9-10—"Pray then like this: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed [Holy] be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
a) Before Ask For Anything = Posture Heart = Father—Holy—Kingdom—His Will = Asking =Start In My Life
b) Surrender Our Hearts In Worship To Our Holy Father = Who Is Our King = Long For Kingdom & Will
8) (9) God loves Person Whose Heart Pursues Rtness = Who Seeks First Kingdom of God & Rtness
a) That Where Lord’s Prayer Starts = Where All Prayer Starts = Pursuing God—His Kingdom—Rtness
9) Prayers of Rteous = Acceptable—Bec/ Pray In Name of Jesus = Who Love & Follow W/ Whole Hearts
