Proverbs 11:1	                       Honesty & Integrity
1
First, God Hates Dishonesty
1) Last Wk Talked @ = Abominable Things = Snowman = Prayer & Sacrifice of Wicked—Way of Wicked
a) Abominable = Hated—Despised—Repulsive  Prov Gives Lengthy List of Things Abominable To God
b) (3) Devious Person—(6) Lists 7 Things = haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers—(8) Wickedness—(15) Thoughts of Wicked
c) (16) Everyone who is arrogant in heart—(17) He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous are both alike an abomination to the LORD” = Certain Things = God Hates—Finds Repulsive
2) Sum It Up = God Hates Wickedness = In All Various Forms = Deceit—Pride—Divisiveness—Injustice
a) Loves Rtness = Those Who Pursue = Various Forms = Truth—Purity—Honesty—Justice—Faithfulness
3) Last Week Talked @ Heart = God Looks At Heart = Not Just Honor Xp W/ Lips = But In Hearts = Holy Lord
a) Flip Script = Not Just Honor Xp W/ Lips—In Hearts = But Outward Lives = Words & Deeds Must Match
b) What Confess W/ Lips = Must Be True In Hearts  & Manifest In Outward Forms of Rtness In Lives
c) Truth W/ Our Mouths = Truth In Our Dealings= External Relations In Real World—At Home—At Work
4) (11:1)—"A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is his delight”
a) Biblical Times = Sold By Weight = Balance—Scale = Weight—Rock On One Side = Grain On Other
b) When Scales Balanced = Knew Getting What Paid For = 5 Pounds of Barley = Whatever Buying
c) Many Ways Cheated = Alter Weight—Hollow Part of Stone—Mismark—Multiple—Rig Balance
5) (20:10)—"Unequal weights and unequal measures are both alike an abomination to the LORD”
a) (20:23)—"Unequal weights are an abomination to the LORD, and false scales are not good”
b) God Finds Dishonesty—Fraud—Deceit In Our Dealings Abominable—Hateful = Repulsive To Him
c) Bruce Waltke—“Dishonest merchants outwardly defraud their neighbors and inwardly deny God. The Creator and Upholder of the moral order is repulsed by them and his offended moral sensibility demands his active response” = Scales Look Just = But Purposefully Deceive—Defraud = God Hates It
6) Proverbs = Practical Book Applying Wisdom of God’s Law—So See In Law & Prophets & Gospel & NT
a) Deut 25:13, 15-16—"You shall not have in your bag two kinds of weights, a large and a small…A full and fair weight you shall have, a full and fair measure you shall have, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. For all who do such things, all who act dishonestly, are an abomination to the LORD your God.” = God Not Only Forbids Dishonesty = Abominates It = Repulsive

b) Mic 6:11—"Shall I acquit the man with wicked scales and with a bag of deceitful weights? = 
7) Matt. 7:12—“Whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets” = Do Unto Others = Love People In Our Outward Dealings = God Loves & Delights In Honesty

Second, God Loves Integrity
1) (11:1)—"A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is his delight” = True Weight
a) God Loves & Delights In Honesty & Integrity  Bec/ God = Honest & True = Holy & Just
2) (16:11)—"A just balance and scales are the LORD's; all the weights in the bag are his work”
a) God Sets Standards of Justice—Right Dealing = No Other Authority Can Twist = Bend Them
b) Life In Marketplace—Worship In Church = Inseparable  God We Worship = God Of Just Scales
3) There Is Familiar—Ancient Metaphor  God Loves = Straight & Narrow  Despises Those Who Crooked
4) (26:18)—"Whoever walks in integrity will be delivered, but he who is crooked in his ways will suddenly fall”
a) So Walking In Integrity = Opposite of Being Crooked  3000 Yrs Later= Crooked Politician—Cop = Bent
5) (28:6)—"Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than a rich man who is crooked in his ways”
a) Our Character—Integrity—Good Name= More Valuable Than Riches = Bec/ Pleasing To God & Man
6) (10:9)—"Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but he who makes his ways crooked will be found out”
a) See This In Church Scandals = Politicians Dropping Like Flies = But Walk In Integrity = Nothing To Fear
7) God Loves Integrity = Latin integritas = Wholeness—Soundness = Integer Whole Number = Undivided
a) Computing = Data Integrity = Whole—Uncorrupted  Engineering = Structural Integrity = No Cracks
8) Integrity = Used Metaphorically = Person = Character = Whole & Undivided = Integrated
a) Integrated Person = Of Integrity = What Lips Confess = True In Our Hearts = Manifest In Lives
b) Grapes Or Apples In Basket = Look So Real = But Hollow! = God Not Fooled By Plastic Fruit (of Spirit)
c) Consistency—Thru & Thru = Lives Aligned W/ Professed Values = Walk Talk—Practice What Preach
9) Integrity = Quality of Honesty—Strong Moral Principles—Living Our Principles—Consistent In Character
a) Doing Right Thing Even When No One = Watching. = Bec/ Right Thing Before God
b) Includes Broad Range of Life Qualities = Accountability—Trustworthiness—Honesty—Consistency
c) Refusing To Lie—Cheat—Steal—Deceive—Moral Uprightness = Incorruptibility = Steadfast In Rtness
d) So Same Person In Private As In Public = Opposite of Hypocrisy = Not Mask—Not Façade = Not Plastic
10) May Be Cost To Doing Right Thing = Your Company May Want = To Cut Corners—Fudge Numbers
a) (29:27)—"An unjust man is an abomination to the righteous, but one whose way is straight is an abomination to the wicked.’ = Injustice = Repulsive To Rteous  Rtness = Repulsive To Wicked
b) Coworkers May Resent = Work Ethic—Honesty = May Look Bad = Bec/ You Do What Is Right
11) Most Of Life = Depends On Human Interactions  False Scales = Metonymy For All Forms of Dishonesty
a) All Human Interaction & Commerce Require = Trust = Lack of Integrity = Subversive of Whole System
12) Marriages—Friendships—Gas Pumps—Accurate Labels =Contents & Weight = Should Get What Pay For
13) (11:20)—"Those of crooked heart are an abomination to the LORD, but those of blameless ways are his delight.”  God Delights In Honesty & Integrity = Delights In Those Whose Hearts & Ways Full of Integrity

Finally, Let Us Walk In Integrity
1) Prov 16:2—"All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the LORD weighs the spirit”
a) God Has Own Scales = Weighs = Our Spirits = Inner Person = Hearts—Character = Who We Are
b) Prov 24:12—"If you say, "Behold, we did not know this," does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will he not repay man according to his work?
c) God Looks At Heart = Cares About Integrity—Honesty—Justice—Rtness—Truth = Business Of Our Lives
2) None Of Us Burglars—Robbers—Con Artists  But Tempted= Lie & Steal = Less Than Honest = Other Ways 
a) So Many Ways = Can Take Advantage of People = Not Be Totally Upfront—Edge Things In Our Favor
3) Remember Deut 25 = All Who Do Such Things—All Who Act Dishonestly = Such & Similar Dishonest Things
4) Teaching Implies = Not Only False Weights & Balances = God Finds = All Deceitful Practices Repulsive
5) All Deceitful—Unfair—Unfaithful—Unequal Dealings = Every Way = Take Advantage of People
a) Certainly Includes Trade Practices = Whether In Sales—Selling Car—Stuff On Facebook Marketplace
b) Need To Be Careful = Not Fool Buyers Into Thinking = Getting More Than Actually Receiving
c) Overcharge—Under Report = Sell Car W/ Oil Leak = Not Tell Buyer =Xpians Not Live By =Buyer Beware
d) Prov 20:14—"Bad, bad," says the buyer, but when he goes away, then he boasts” = Taking Advantage
6) Honest Dealings of Every Kind = Work Ethic—Truth Telling—Paying Taxes—Not Cheating—Stealing
a) Return Lost Items—Find Wallet W/ Lot of Cash—Cashier Gives Too Much Change =Use Cash Anymore?
b) Integrity = Not Let Someone Else Take Blame For Something We Did  Take Credit For Something…
c) Adhere To Company Policies & Procedures = Show Up On Time—Work Hard—Not Slack Off
d) Not Cut Corners—Do Tasks Correctly = Even If Substandard =Faster—More Profitable =Bldg—Flipping
7) Means Keeping Promises—Maintaining Confidentiality—Refusing To Cheat—Or Engage In Subterfuge
a) Being Responsible—Doing What We Say We Will Do—Admitting Mistakes—Not Blaming Others
b) Doing Rt Thing When No One Watching—Doing Everything In Name of Jesus=Everywhere—All Time
8) Integrated Person = Person = Whose = Lips Confess = True In Our Hearts = Manifest In Every Aspect of Life
a) Integrated Person = Goal Of Sanctification = Work God Doing In Our Lives By Power of His Spirit
9) Matt. 22:37-40—"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart…You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets." = Everything Talking About
a) Person of Integrity = Loving Person = Loving God Not Be Separated From How = Love Others
b) 1 John 4:19—“We love because he first loved us” = Experience—Transforming Power of Being Loved
10) Love We Need—Power To Love = God & Neighbor = First Fruit of God’s Spirit = Heart of Sanctification
