Proverbs 24:30-34	                       Cultivate Your Spiritual Life
1
First, Go To the Ant & the Vineyard
1) 2nd Time Given Picture To Ponder In Regards To Idleness & Laziness—First Busy Ant—Second To Garden
2) 1st Picture Back In Chap 6 = Thad = Great Job = Folly of Laziness = Goodness & Honor of Hard Work
3) (6:6) Calls Us To = “Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise” = 
a) So Ant = Picture—Parable of Hard Work—Industry = No Chief—No Boss = No One Tell What To Do
b) But Still Ant = Up & Doing = Working = Plans & Prepares = Works At Times When Should Be Working
4) (6:9) How long will you lie there, O sluggard? When will you arise from your sleep” = When Change Ways
a) (10-11) = Identical = (33-34)  Lesson Same = “A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man”
5) Meet Sluggard Number of Times In Proverbs = MESSAGE = Laziness = Foolishness = Robs Us Of Prosperity
a) Robs Us Of Productivity = What Keeps Us From Being Productive When Should Be
b) Sluggard—"a habitually lazy, inactive, or idle person who avoids exertion and responsibility, often characterized by a excessive love of sleep and procrastination” = Sleeping When Should Be Working
c) (26:14) “As a door turns on its hinges, so does a sluggard on his bed.” =Back In Bed = Not Up & Doing
d) Idea = Not Working At Times When Should Be Working = Sleeping = Wasting Time —Scrolling—TV
6) (30) Teacher Passes By Dilapidated Vineyard = Gets Glimpse Character of Owner = Identifies As Sluggard
a) Person Lacks Sense = How Does Know? =By Condition of Garden =Neglected—Run Down—Overgrown
b) Vineyard =Illustration—Parable = Consequences of Laziness & Neglect =Lack of Hard Work & Attention
c) Success—Prosperity = Require =Time—Attention—Work—Perseverance = Laziness Leads To = A Mess
7) Vineyard = Primary—Literal = Meaning & Application = Literally @ Hard Work = Consequences of Laziness
a) But Like Many of Proverbs = There Is Also = Spiritual Application = Vineyard Can Reflect State Of Souls

Second, Ponder What You See
1) These Pictures—Illustrations = Demand Consideration = Called To Think @ It—Ponder—Consider
a) (6:6) “Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise” = Go—Consider—Learn = Be Wise
b) (32) Passed By Field of Sluggard = Saw & Considered—Looked & Received Instruction = Thought @ It
c) Observed Scene = Paid Attention = There Is = Lesson To Be Learned Here = Can Be Applied To Life
2) When Consider = Vineyard Certainly Most Important &Valuable Thing Owns  Property = Food & Wealth
a) Vineyard = Good As Gold = Provide For His Life = Inheritance For Children = Asset Could Be Sold
b) Derek Kidner—“The sluggard in Proverbs is a figure of tragic-comedy, with his sheer animal laziness (he is more than anchored to his bed: he is hinged to it, (26:14), his preposterous excuses (“there is a lion outside!” 26:13; 22:13)…” = Things Need To Be Done = Rather Sleep Late—Nap = List of Excuses
3) (31) Gives Us Glimpse Into Condition of Person’s Life = Walls Broken—Weeds—Thorns—No Fruit
a) Walls Need To Be Repaired = Weeds & Thorns Need To Be Pulled  Hard Work = And This = Livelihood
b) Senseless  Why Would Anyone Neglect Most Important Things In Life  Deprive Self—Family
c) Person W/ Sense—Wisdom = Able To See Benefits of Hard Work = Consequences of Laziness & Neglect
4) Narrator Ponders What Sees  Couplets = (32) Saw & Considered  Looked & Learned =Took It To Heart
a) Owner Lacks Sense =Not Do Important Things =Right Things =Hard Things =Little Sleep—Another Reel
5) (33-34) Lesson=“little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest”=A Little—A Little—A Little
a) Waltke—”Verset A represents the state of taking naps, and verset B the cause, refusing to work in order to sleep, symbolized by the folding of the arms” =Folding Arms = Refusal To Be Up & Doing What Needs
b) Little By Little Poor Choices Add Up To = Whole Lot of Nothing = Various Forms of Poverty = Disorder
c) Chip Ingram—Laziness = “Not doing what you should be doing at the time”  Important Things
6) Laziness = As Spiritual Problem = Not Necessarily Doing Nothing = Not Doing What Should Be Doing
a) James 4:17—“So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.”
b) Diligence = Both Wise & Necessary For Productive Living = A Little Sleep—A Little Scrolling = Neglect
7) Spurgeon—“There is no disease in the world worse than laziness.” = Not Only Ignores Duty Before God
a) But Leaves Lives Impoverished  Robs Us of Abundance = In Finances—Marriages—Families—Souls
b) Time Lost = Work Left Undone—Duties Unfilled—Potential Unrealized—Relat/ Neglected
c) Marriages Robbed of Health & Vitality  Children Robbed of Rich Relat/—Discipleship
d) Spiritual Lives = Robbed of Strength & Abundance  Souls = Like This Vineyard = Neglected & Fruitless
8) Who Will Deliver Us From Own Laziness  From Aversion To Doing Important Things—Hard Things?
a) 1 Cor 15:57—“Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” = In Every Area
b) This = Spiritual Problem = Something In Our Hearts  That Resists  E.Thing Spiritual—Right—Good
c) Gal. 5:17—“For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, & the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.”
9) Flesh =Old Nature = Rebellious Hearts = Resists Work of Spirit of God = Manifest In Attitudes & Habits
a) Flesh Inner Influence = That Part of Us = Resists Sanctifying—Maturing Work Of HS  
b) Rom. 7:21—"I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand” = Resisting
10) But Desires of Spirit Of God In Believer = @ Flesh  Spirit Indwells Every Xpian =Holy & Powerful Presence
11) Our Greatest Need = To Cultivate Life Of Spirit of God In Us = Souls Like Vineyard = Need Time & Attention

Finally, Cultivate Your Spiritual Life
1) Remember Reading This Passage In My Early 20s  Immediately Seeing = Picture of My Life & Soul
2) Saw & Considered My Soul As Field—Garden  Requires Tending—Care—Work To Be Healthy & Fruitful
a) Saw = Walls In Disrepair = Pests Nibbling Away At My Fruitfulness = Weeds & Thorns = Still Growing
b) Unchecked Sins & Attitudes = Needed = Rooted Out  Needed To Water My Soul = In God’s Presence
3) Spiritual Neglect Not Neutral = Situation Deteriorates = Walls Crumble—Weeds Grow = Fruit Withers
4) Let’s Imagine = Our Lives As Garden  Your Life In General = Spiritual Life In Particular =What’s Growing
a) If Stop & Consider = Soil Hardened Unplowed = Or Spirit of God Breaking Hard Hearts = Humbling Us
b) What Weeds & Thorns?—Sins & Attitudes? = Where Need To Do Heart W/ God = Confess & Repent
c) Spend Time W/ God Allowing Spirit To Pull Roots From Heart = Clear Ground = Make Us Fruitful
5) Are Our Souls Being Watered W/ Grace & Fresh Forgiveness = Creating Clean Hearts = Right Spirits W/In
6) Is Good Seed Of Word of God = Being Planted Deep = Putting Down Roots = Grow & Bear Fruit
a) Are Walls In Good Repair = Standing—Protecting = Keeping Out Those Things = Impede Our Growth
b) (25:28) “A man without self-control is like a city broken into and left without walls.” = Vulnerable
c) Self-Control = Fruit of Spirit  That Ongoing Work = Enabling Us = Proper—Healthy Boundaries
7) Fruit Flows From His Word & Spirit = Words Like This One = Help Us To See—To Consider—Learn & Grow
a) Eph 5:14-17—“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."  Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” = Summary!
b) Antidote To Laziness = To Know What Lord’s Will Is  To Seek Grace & Enabling Power To Do His Will
8) To Know Lord’s Will & Power = Need To Cultivate Souls In Presence of God = Walls—Weeds—Seed—Water
a) 2 Pet. 1:3—"His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence” = Given Us =Word—Spirit—Church
9) Eph. 2:10—"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” = In Marriages—Families—Homes = Awake O Sleeper—Arise
a) Phil 2:13—“It is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”
b) Col 1:29—“For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.”
10) To Live For Xp  At Home—At Work—In School—In Church  Created In Xp To Do Good Works
a) Rom 12:11—“Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.” 
11) The Question = How long will you lie there, O sluggard? When will you arise from your sleep”
a) Answered In Jesus = “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."
12) If Someone Walked By = Garden of Your Soul = Saw & Observed = What Would They See?
