Proverbs 18:12	                       With The Humble Is Wisdom
1
First, Pride Comes Before Destruction
1) (12) Last Wk = Sluggard =This Wk = Haughty = Arrogant—Feel Superior—Proud = Vocab Growing
a) Haughty Heart = Pride = Precedes—Brings = Destruction = But Humility Precedes—Brings = Honor
b) So   Pride Destroys—Humility Blesses  Pride = Self-Destructive = Not Harmless = Consequences
c) Not Juts Natural Consequences = 1 Pet. 5:5—"God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble”
d) Divine Opposition  Bec/ Assault Upon God Himself = Pride Dethrones God =Exalts Self In His Place
2) Now Many Of Us Might Think To Selves = Never Do That = Not Exalt Self Over God =Not Applicable To Me
a) But Truth = Pride Lies Deep In Heart of Every Human Being = Manifests Self In Various Ways = Subtle
3) Augustine Taught = Pride = Original Sin of Men & Angels  Satan Fell = Sought To Exalt Self Above God
a) Adam & Eve Listened To Devil = Took Of Fruit = Desired To Be Like God = Knowing Good & Evil = Selves
b) Prov 16:18—"Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall” = Before THE FALL
4) Pride Went Before First Fall = But Every Little Fall Since = Pride Underlying Sin = Root Sin Of Every Other
a) Historical Theology =Considers Pride = To Be Root Or Queen of All Sins =Worst & Root of 7 Deadly Sins
b) Pride = Not Just Weed In Garden = Toxic Salinity In Soil = Stunts Growth—Spoils The Other Graces
5) Pride At Heart = Self-Love—Love of Self  When Self Loved Most—First = Exalt Self Above God & Others
a) Pride = Too Much Self = Think Of In 2 Ways = Think Too Highly of Selves—Think Too Often @ Me
b) Pride Includes All Self-Sins = Self-Promoting OR Self Pity = Self-Centered—Self-Rteous—Self-Sufficient
c) Self-Confident—Self-Important=Knowledge Puffs Up—So Does Education—Success—Prestige—Wealth
6) Yet Pride = Tolerated Sins  Not Flagrant As Sexual Sin—Drunkenness—Abuse = So = Willing To Overlook
a) Even In Church = When People =Popular—Influential—Effective—Successful = Idolize Success=Tolerate
b) Tend To Minimize Sin Of Pride In Selves = Not Struggle W/ Really Bad Sins = Just Pride = Easy On Self
7) But Arguably = Worst of All Sins  Primordial Well Spring of Sin = of Self Love = Root Of Rebellion @ God
a) Pride Opposes God Bec/ Desire To Be Master of Own Lives  Take Credit—Glory For What We Have
8) Spiritual Pride = Worst—Most Insidious—Dangerous Form of Pride = Epitomized In Jesus’ Short Parable
a) Warns Us = Luke 18:11-13—"The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.' But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!'= My Friends Never Graduate!
b) This Poverty of Spirit =Marks Mature Xpian =Opposite of What WGT Shedd—Calls Conceit of Holiness
9) Power & Subtly of Sin = Revealed By Way = Can Infect Our Spiritual Lives & Attitudes = Conceit In Holiness
10) Despite Knowing Right Theology—Level Moral Purity =Subtle = Thank You That = Not Like Other Bad Men
a) Self-Satisfied W/ Spiritual Gifts—Attainments—Knowledge = Start To Feel Self-Important—Self-Rteous
b) Ironic = More Know Bible & Theology—More Mature In Our Faith—Consistent In Spiritual Things
c) Provides Opportunity—For Particular Insidious Temptation = Think More Highly of Selves Than Should
d) How Many Xpian Leaders = Fall At Peak of Spiritual Careers—Most Knowledge—Experience—Holiness
11) Prov. 16:5—"Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the LORD; be assured, he will not go unpunished” = (12) Pride In Heart = Precedes—Brings = Destruction  But…Humility Comes Before Honor

Second, Humility Comes Before Honor
1) Prov. 11:2—"When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom” = Wisdom=Humility
a) Prov. 15:33—"The fear of the LORD is instruction in wisdom, and humility comes before honor.
b) Prov. 22:4—“The reward for humility and fear of the LORD is riches and honor and life.” 3X FOL
2) Humility? = Not Think Too Much of Selves = Both Aspects = Too Highly Of Self  Think Too Often Of Self
a) Bernard of Clairvaux—“Humility is the virtue by which a man recognizes his own unworthiness because he really knows himself”= Humility = Fruit of True Knowledge of Selves = & True Knowledge of God
3) Talked @ Self-Awareness = Self-Virtue  Main Source of Awareness = Scripture = God Reveals Self & Us
4) Pride Often Comes = Comparing Self To Others  Compared To Others = Feel Good @ Self= Self-Satisfied
a) Jesus Warns Us = “Thank You = Not Like Other People =Matt. 7:3—"Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?” = Can See Others  Not See Self
b) How Often Go After Specks In Others = Criticize From Sense of Conscious Superiority = Self-Right-Ness
c) Feel Justified = Correcting—Being Harsh  Bec/ Strong Sense of Our Being Right—Our Right-Ness
5) Jesus Says If Clear View of Log In Our Own Eye = Help Us To Graciously—Humbly Relate To Other’s Faults
a) Jesus’ Point = Always Have Log = Before Feel Justified = In Criticizing = Take Hard Look = At Selves
6) Look At Selves—Know Selves = Clothed In Humility—1 Pet. 5:5-6—"Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you”
7) Find Humility Under Mighty Hand = Not Compare Selves To Each Other = But To Holy God= Brought Low
a) Under Mighty Hand of God = When See His Holiness = God, Have Mercy On Me, A Sinner!
b) Spurgeon—“Humility is simply a proper estimate of oneself before your Savior”= Depart From Me Lord!
8) Believe Never Move Past This Posture  Grace Allows Us Near=But Never Bec/ Deserve It=Mercy On Me!
a) Andrew Murray—“Humility is the very essence of holiness for it is the displacement of self by the enthronement of God.” = God-Centered = Humbled—Submissive—Receptive—Dependent = Always
b) Humility = Clear & Honest View of Selves = Before Holy God = Only When Abide There = Truly Humble
9) Bible = Clear  Not Humble Before God = If Not Humble Before Others  This Evidence of Humility
a) If Not Humble Before Each Other = Not Humble = Not Seen Selves Clearly = In Light of God’s Holiness
b) Phil. 2:5-7—Have = Mind of Xp In Us = "Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God…but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant”
c) Col 3—Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud

Finally, Jesus Is Gentle & Humble of Heart
1) Matt. 11:28-29—"Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
a) Eph. 4:1-3—"I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness” = Worthy Walk Before God = Humble
2) What Look Like? = John 13:13-15—“You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example” =Smartest Guy—Holiest Jesus Clothed Self W/ Humility Towards Others = Gentle & Lowly 
a) John 5:30—"I can do nothing on my own…I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me”
b) Come To Me—Learn From Me = John 15:5—“Apart from me you can do nothing” = Utterly Dependent
3) Jesus = Both Example To Be Followed  Source & Power = True Change =Abide In Me = Bear Fruit of Spirit
a) Do You Believe = Have Nothing Spiritually Good—Do Nothing—Apart From His Grace & Power
b) 1 Cor. 4:7—Full Selves—Spiritual Gifts—"For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it? = Nothing
c) Looks—Height—Hair Color—IQ—Ability For = Education—Health—Wealth = All Gifts = Every Breath
d) Fact =Spiritually Alive = Gift = Answer = Nothing Not Gift of God  Why = Self-Satisfied—Full of Selves
4) Might Think = I Work Hard = Cultivate My Gifts = Make Most Of God’s Grace = But My Friend = Your Duty!
a) Luke 17:10—Tells Parable of Hard Working Servant = “When you have done all that you were commanded, say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty” = Nothing Special
5) F.B. Meyer—“The only hope of a decreasing self is an increasing Christ.”
a) Calvin—“We cannot aspire to Him in earnest until we have begun to be displeased with ourselves.”
b) Will Not Truly Go Out Of Selves = Cling To Christ  Until Convinced In Deep Places = Apart From Him
c) Humility is the very essence of holiness for it is the displacement of self by the enthronement of God.
6) Piper—“Christian humility is a self-forgetting happiness in Christ” = We Must Decrease—He Must Increase
