Proverbs 18:21	                       The Power of Death & Life
1
First, The Power of the Tongue
1) Been Said = Words = Like Toothpaste = Once Out = Not Put Back  What’s Said = Is Said = Toothpaste
a) Now Keep Working For Mutual Understanding = Grace & Forgiveness = Healing & Reconciliation
b) But Reminds Us = Importance Of Words = All Of Us = Deal W/ Consequences Of What Comes Out
2) See Importance & Power of Spoken Word = God Spoke Words = World Was Created = Said Light = Was
a) Our Words Not Create Worlds = But Do Shape Hearts—Minds  Can Shape Person’s Future =Teacher
3) Prov. 18:21 = Startling—Sobering Claim = "Death and life are in the power of the tongue” = Our Words
4) Our Lives = Full Of Words—Speech = Fundamental To Our Humanness—Ever Play Charades = One Word!
5) Our Words = Stuff Of Life = Can Speak Life = To Each Other = Or Speak Death  Wound Or Heal
a) Sticks & Stones May Break My Bones = But Words Will Never Hurt Me = Just Not True = Can Wound
b) Verbal Wounds = Can Have Devastating Consequences = Life-Long Hurt—Damage = Require Healing
6) But Rhyme Used To Teach Resilience Against Verbal Bullying = Can Help = To Refuse To Accept As True
7) Point = Words = Powerful & Important = Wise Use of Words = Part of Our Sanctification = Like Jesus
a) James 1:26—“If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless” = Hearts Deceived If Tongue Not Bridled =Important Part Of Rtness
b) James 3:5-6—"The tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! & the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell
c) Bit Directs Horse—Rudder—Spark = Wild Fires= Small Tongue = Power To Burn It All Down = Build Up
8) Words = Small Things =But Carry Enormous Weight = Not Take Many Words To Destroy Relat/—Or Heal It
a) Words Double Edged Sword = Cut Both Ways = Crush One’s Spirit  Or Bring Hope & Encouragement
9) This Why Jesus Said = Matt. 12:36—“I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. By your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.” = We Are What We Are In Our Hearts = Revealed In Words—Deeds = So Close = Judged
10) Jesus Says = By Fruits = Know Them = Here Says= By Words = Judge Will Know What’s In Our Hearts
11) So Question Not Whether Words Have Power—But What Kind Of Impact Our Words Having On Others

Second, The Power of Death
1) Prov. 18:21—"Death is in the power of the tongue, & those who love it will eat its fruits” = Consequences
a) Whether Love Tongue For Life Or Death = We All Reap Consequences of Our Words = For Good Or Ill
2) So Many Proverbs & Other Scripture = Speak To Life-Giving—Death-Dealing = Power of Words = Sampling
a) Proverbs 15:1—“A harsh word stirs up anger” = Lack of Patience—Gentleness = Create Hostility
b) Prov 26:21—“As…wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife” =True =Personal—National
i) Powerfully Illustrated In Political Climate Today = Inflammatory Rhetoric = Kindling Strife = Wood
ii) On both Sides = Name-Calling—Hyperbole—Gaslighting = Words Can Literally Polarize = Nations
c) Prov. 16:28—“A gossip separates close friends.” = Talking About Other People = Talking People Down
i) Slander & Gossip = Sharing Things That Shouldn’t Be = Even If True = Damages Reputations—Hurts
d) Prov. 12:18-19—"There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts” =Careless—Spoken In Anger
i) Sword Thrust Goes Deep—Penetrates = Leaves Gaping Wound = Can Be Fatal = Serious Business
ii) Harsh Criticism =Spoken W/ Out Grace—W/ Out Love = Words Written Social Media = Too Easy
3) Gossip Separates Friends—Angry Words Separate Families—Sarcasm Hinders Trust
a) Careless Words Cause Pain—Caustic Words Drive People Away—Critical Words Crush Spirit
b) George Sweeting—“Contentious tongues have hindered the work of God a thousand times over.  Critical tongues have closed church doors”—Destroyed Marriages—Wounded Children—Destroy
4) How Parent’s Speak To Children  Children Speak To Parents  Employers—Waiters—Service People
a) Even Self-Talk=Devastating =No One Likes Me—I’m Failure—No Good—I’ll Never Change—Not Right
5) Tongue = Metonymy For All Communication = Non-Verbal—Written = Emails—Social Media—Posts=Toxic

Third, The Power of Life
1) Prov. 18:21—"Life is in the power of the tongue, & those who love it will eat its fruits” = Consequences
2) Prov. 15:4—“A wholesome tongue is a tree of life”—What Beautiful & Powerful Image =Enjoy Fruits of Life
a) Eph. 4:29—"Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear=Healthy Relat—Communities—Honor Lord

b) Good For Own Souls = Life-Giving Words Come From Our Hearts = So Many Ways = Can Give Life
3) Prov 15:1—"A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” = Defuse Situation—Anger
a) In Face Of Tension—Difficult Situation = Bring Temperature Down = Speak Kindness—Peace—Grace
4) Prov. 10:31-32—"The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom…The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable” = Wisdom = Right Thing To Say = In Given Situation  Wise Words = Light—Life—Build Up
5) 15:23—"To make an apt answer is a joy to a man, and a word in season, how good it is!=To Be That Person
6) Prov 10:11—The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life” = Encouragement—Affirmation—Kindness
7) Prov. 12:18-19—"There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing” = Tongue of Wise = Not Neutral = Opposite  Words Of Life = Heal = Give Grace—Forgiveness
8) (27:6) = Faithful Wounds of Friend = Even Hard Words = If Spoken In Love = Gracious—Healing—Build Up
9) Prov. 10:20—"The tongue of the righteous is choice silver = the heart of the wicked is of little worth”

Finally, The Renewal of the Heart
1) Words = Spiritual Importance = What Say Matters To Our Lord = Affects All In Our Sphere of Influence
2) Good Practical Advice In = Prov. 13:3—"Whoever guards his mouth preserves his life” Think Before Speak
a) Will This Build Up?—Bring life? How Will Be Heard?  17:28—"Even a fool who keeps silent is considered wise; when he closes his lips, he is deemed intelligent” = Wisdom Can Simply Be Restraint
3) But Goal Not Silence = But Sanctified Speech = Flows From Pure Heart & Mind—Growing In Xp-Likeness
a) James 3:8-10—“No human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so.”

b) No One Can Tame Tongue= Why?  Bec/ Problem Not Our Words = But Our Hearts =Source of Words
4) Matt. 12:34-35—"You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.” = Words of Life & Death Come From Heart
5) What’s In = What Comes Out = Our Words = Reveal Our Hearts = Angry Words? Condescending Words?
6) Cup Of Coffee = Someone Bumps Me = Coffee Spills All Over = Why Did Coffee Spill All Over Them
a) Bump = Just Circumstance = Shook Cup  But Coffee Came Out Of Cup = Bec/ Coffee Was In Cup
b) People—Circumstances Of Life Will Bump You—Provoke You = But What Comes Out Of You = Is You!
c) YOU  Made Me Mad = Not Work = Spouse—Children—Coworker = Just Circumstance = Anger = All You
7) If Doubt Need = Heart Change = Try 1 Wk W/ Out Saying = Negative = @Harsh—Criticizing—Complaining
8) What Jesus Saying = For Water To Be Pure = Spring Must Be Cleansed = Words Flow From Our Hearts
a) Heart Must Be Changed—Cleansed—Renewed=No One Can Tame=Bec/ Only Jesus—HS Change Hearts
b) Phil. 2:5—"Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus” = Changed Mind & Heart
9) 1 Cor. 1:24—"Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” = Not Just Wisdom Need = But Power
a) In Union W/ Xp = As Connected To Jesus = Faith—Prayer—Word = Find Power—Grace For Wise Words
10) Col 1:27—"Christ in you, the hope of glory = Fruit of Spirit =Patience—Kindness & Goodness—Self-Control
a) Talking @ Being More Like Jesus  Secret To Being More Like Jesus? = Jesus! = Abide In Me = Fruit!
b) Cleansing Source—Changing Hearts =Requires HEART WORK=Engaging W/ God=Debrief—Repent—Heal
11) Wisdom Reminds Us = Our Tongues= Potential WMD =Can Participate In God’s Work Of Building—Healing
a) Or Can Tear Down Image of God In Others = W/ Careless—Cruel WordsChoose Life=1 Word At Time
12) Let Us Seek Gracious Hearts & Lips From Jesus—= Pray W/ Psalmist—Ps. 19:14—"Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer”
