Proverbs 9:1-18	                       Those Who Hunger Will Be Satisfied
1
First, Tale of Two Ladies (1-6 & 13-18)
1) Only 2 Paths In Life = Can Walk W/ God  Or Can Go Own Way = Walk In Rebellion =2 Options Personified
a) In 2 Women = In Chap 7 = Woman Folly Gave Speech  In Chap 8 = Lady Wisdom Gave Long Speech
2) Chap 1-9 =Series of Discourses On Wisdom = Longer Sections—Speeches  Form An Introduction To Book
a) Come To End Of Introduction W/ Chap 9 = Repeats & Summarizes = Themes of Last 8 Chaps
3) Clearest—Closest Contrast = Betw/ 2 Women = Wisdom & Folly = Each Prepare Banquet = Issue Invitation
a) Expository Comm—“There is a kind of competition between Wisdom and Folly, between Righteousness & Sin, between Virtue and Vice; & the allurements of the two are disposed in an intentional parallelism”
4) (1-2) So Lady Wisdom Prepares Her Feast = (1) Starts W/ Setting = Built Large—Spacious House
a) See Wisdom’s = Industry & Skill = Pillared Colonnade =Indicates Spacious Open Halls—Courtyard
b) 7 Pillars = Perfection = Stability—Completeness—Beauty = Unerring—Perfect—Rteous Wisdom of God
5) (2) See Prepared Abundant—Perpetual Feast = Prepared Meat & Mixed Wine = Richest Of Fare = Best
a) Rich Image = Grand—Perfect—Pillared Edifice = Tables Spread W/ Delicious—Abundant Feast
6) (13) Woman Folly = Loud—Seductive = But Knows Nothing = No Wisdom Here = All Bluster & Show
a) (14) Sits At Door Of Her House = No Description = Implicit Message = Lazy—Pretentious—Foolish
b) KNOWS NOTHING = No Content—No Substance—No Feast—No Life= But = Offers Pleasure = Temptation
c) (14) She Is Loud & Seductive = Gets Our Attention = Distracts & Attracts = She Overwhelms Senses
7) (3 & 14) Both Announce Invitation From Highest Places = Where Can Be Heard = Everyone = Invited
8) Invitations Identical = (4 & 16) =“Whoever is simple. Let him turn in here!” To him who lacks sense…Come
a) Lady Wisdom Wants To Instruct & Save  Woman Folly Wants To Take Advantage Of You = Ruin You
9) (5) Lady Wisdom Invites Us To Rich Feast = Come Eat of My Bread—Drink of Wine Have Mixed
a) Leave = Simple Ways = Walk In The Way of Insight = Way of Wisdom = For This = Feast of Life!
10) Listen To Woman Folly =(17-18) “Stolen Water =Sweet = Bread Eaten In Secret =Pleasant =Clear Metaphor
a) Folly = Tempting & Seductive  Describes Infidelity (Ch 5)= Not So Much Feast= As Secret—Illicit Affair
b) In Comparing The 2 Invitations = Waltke—“Unlike Folly, [Wisdom’s] young women …have an educational mission; they invite young men not to bed, but to school” = To faithfulness Rather Than Sin
11) Woman Folly Stands As Metaphor=Spiritual Infidelity—Unfaithfulness To God=Rejection of God’s Wisdom
a) Picture of World’s Seduction = Tempting—Luring Away From Godliness = Away From Walking W/ God
12) (18) But She Hides Fact = What Offers =Deadening = To Soul = Brings Spiritual Death =Separates From God

Second, The Cast of Characters (4-16)
1) So 2 Ladies Prepared Their Feasts = Issue Their Invitations  Meet Rest of Cast Of Characters = The Marks
2) Meet =Wise—Scoffer—Simple = Real Categories In Life = Contrast Betw/ Scoffer & Wise = Betw/ = Simple
a) As Wisdom = Applied In Multitude of Situations Thru Out Proverbs = Often Meet These Characters
b) Constant Contrast Betw/ Wise & Rteous = Fool & Wicked = W/ Warnings To Simple & Gullible
3) Begin=Contrast Betw/ Scoffer & Wise = These Hardened Categories On Either Side of Wisdom’s Spectrum
4) Scoffer (7-8 & 12) AKA = Mocker = Hardened In His Rebellion = Not Listen—Not Hear –So Not Teachable
a) (7) Whoever Corrects Scoffer = Will Get Abused = If Try To Reprove = Wicked Man = Incur Injury
b) (8) Not Reprove Scoffer = He Will Hate You;  Rather Reprove = Wise Man = He Will Love You
i) Chief Mark of Scoffer—Mocker = Hardened Rebel = Unteachable =Which Is Why Bible Calls Wicked
ii) Dig In Heels = Stubbornly Refuse Correction = May Retaliate = Wrong—Mean—Unloving—Self-Rts
5) Approachability & Teachability Chief Marks of Follower of Jesus  In Both Discipleship—Church Discipline
6) Old Adage—Proverb In Discipleship = Look= People =Faithful—Available = Teachable =Hear—Learn—Grow
a) Look For People Who Will = Make Time—Show Up—Want To Learn = Hearts = Receptive To Change
7) As Leadership Shepherds Congregation = Deal W/ Discipline Situations = #1 Thing Looking For Teachability
a) IOW = Looking For Soft Heart = Ability To Hear Correction = Willingness To Repent = Change Course
i) Meet Some = Know Its Wrong = But Do It Anyway—None of Your Business—Not Tell Me What
b) Our BCO Calls This = Contumacious = Stubborn—Not Listen—Not Be Corrected—Rebellious—Scoffers
i) Scoffers Not Be Members Bec/ Mark of Follower of Jesus = Willing—Receptive—Repentant Heart
8) Wise (8-12) = Those Who Embrace Teaching of Lady Wisdom = Love Truth Of God’s Word = Follow & Obey
a) (8) Not Reprove Scoffer = Will Hate You But Reprove Wise Man—Woman = Will Love You=Opposites
b) Wise People Want To Be Corrected = Want Instruction = Want To Hear = Bec/ Want To Follow Jesus 
c) (9) Give Instruction To Wise Person = Still Wiser = Correct Wise Person = Hear You! = Learn & Grow
d) Hearts Soft—Receptive = Hungry For Truth = Want To Know = Hunger & Thirst For Rtness = Satisfied
9) Simple (4 & 16) = The Mark—Gullible = Wavering—Persuadable—Impressionable—Weak= So = Target
a) Simple Not Mature—Naïve = Susceptible = Woman Folly Loud & Seductive Wisdom Rich & Beautiful
b) Being Urged To Make = Faith Commitment To Wisdom = Love & Respect Her = So Become Teachable
c) Commentator—"If a man lacks wisdom, if he recognizes his ignorance, his frailty, his folly, if he is at any rate Wise enough to know that he is foolish, well enough to know that he is sick, righteous enough to know that he is sinful, let him approachKnows That =Not Know =Not Rteous=Needs Wisdom—Savior
10) Luke 5:3—“Not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” = Those Who Know = Their Need

Third, The Fear of the Lord (10)
1) Metaphor Put Aside = Source of All True Wisdom Made Clear = Fundamental Essence of Wisdom = FOL
2) (10) “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight 
a) The Beginning of Wisdom = Submission To Covenant God of Israel—Surrender To One True Living God
b) Until & Unless = Person Bows Knee = To Power—Authority—Truth—Wisdom of God = Remain Fools
c) Until & Unless = Come To Know Holy One = No Insight Into True Nature of Things = Human Or Divine
3) Offered 2 Ways Of Seeing—Understanding—Living In World 1 Knows—Fears God= Other Rebels @ Him
4) FOL Overlaps W/ What NT Calls Faith = Heb. 11:6—“Whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him = Encounter W/ Living God = As Holy 1= Gives FOL
a) When Come To Know God As God = Submit Heart—Soul—Mind—Strength To Him = As Our God
5) (6) So Invitation To “Leave your simple ways, & live, and walk in the way of insight." = Call To Walk W/ God
6) To Walk In FOL = Know & Trust God Who Made Us    So Call To Ultimate Joy—Fulfillment—Satisfaction
7) To Feast = To Find Love—Joy—Satisfaction = Living In Alignment W/ Creator = Way Made Us—World
8) Call Of Wisdom = Call To Human Flourishing =Come Dine On My Food—Drink My Rich Wine = Feast & Live
9) Isaiah Echoes This Invitation =Is. 55:1-3—"Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, & your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; & I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.”

Finally, Only Jesus Satisfies
10) (5) Wisdom Offers Great & Gracious Feast = Ready For All Those = Willing To Acknowledge Their Need
11) This Invitation = To “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed” = Fulfilled In Gospel
a) Jesus = Ultimate & Better Fulfillment Of Wisdom’s Feast  Jesus Came To Offer Self As Feast of Life
b) John 6:27—"Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you." John 6:35—"I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” = Feast By Faith In Jesus = Eternally Satisfied
c) John 7:37—"On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me = Streams of Living Water” = Eternally Satisfied
d) “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed” = Come Feast & Be Satisfied = & Live
12) This Final Discourse = Lays Before Us = Necessity of Choice = To Walk W/ God Thru Faith In Jesus Xp
a) Or Turn Aside = Into Way of Folly = Live Against Grain = In Rebellion =Forsaking Wisdom of God
13) Beginning of Wisdom = Respond To Jesus’s Invitation = To Repent & Believe = Bow Knee = Follow Jesus
14) Invites Us To Come Freely = Feast Fully On Grace & Forgiveness = Ours In Him = Jesus Says Must Choose
