Proverbs 8:22-36	                       Jesus Is Greater Than Solomon’s Wisdom
1
First, Bad Interpretation Leads To Heresy
1) Historically Controversial Passage = Largely Centers Around Way Read & Understand Book Of Proverbs
a) Some Rather Than Taking Proverbs On Own Terms = Directly Identified Wisdom In Prov As Jesus Xp
b) When Read Passage Like This =Many Similarities = Look At Some of Those =But Not Draw Straight Line
c) Many Went On Take Every Statement @ Wisdom In Proverbs = As Propositional Truth @ Jesus
d) Formed = Theology of Jesus From Prov = Nature Relat/ Betw/ Jesus = God Father = Problem = Heresy
2) Need To Be Reminded = In Book of Proverbs = Solomon Identifies Wisdom W/ His Teaching = God’s Truth
a) Wisdom In Proverbs = Type Of Xp = “prefigures, foreshadows, or anticipates a subsequent “antitype.”
b) Antitype = Fulfillment of Type = So Similarities = Wisdom Points To Xp As Ultimate Wisdom = Not Xp
c) Priests Were Type Of Xp = Many Similarities = Bec/ Jesus = Ultimate Priest Similar Duties 
d) But Priests Being Type of Xp = Not Mean = Human  Sacrifices Type of Xp = Point To Xp = Not Animal
3) So When Try To Draw Straight Line From Type of Wisdom In Prov To Jesus = Result In Heresy = Arianism
a) Arian Heresy = Jesus Not God = Created Being  First & Highest Being = Above Angels = Jehovah’s W
b) Prov 8 = Main Text = Bec/ Tried To Equate Everything Said Here @ Wisdom = W/ Jesus = Bad Exegesis

Second, Lady Wisdom Is Solomon’s Wisdom (22-36)
1) (1-4) Wisdom Personified As Woman  Word Wisdom = Feminine = She = So She = Crying Out
a) Starting (4) Lady Wisdom Gives Speech = Steven Did Excellent Job Last Week Covering First Half
b) Most Bibles Show Break  Transition In Speech = Lady Wisdom Speaks Of Her Origins = At Creation
2) (22) Yahweh Possessed Me At Beginning Of His Work = 1st Of His Acts of Old =(23) Makes Clear =Creation
a) (23) Ages Ago = Set Up = Before Earth Began = (24) Before Depths—Springs of Water = Brought Forth
3) (25-26) Before Mountains—Hills—Earth—Dust = Brought Me Forth = Begotten—Birthed—Fathered
4) (27) Goes On In Same Way = When Established Heavens—Drew Circle On Deep = I WAS THERE = Pre-Exist
a) Notice = Wisdom = Passive = Possessed—Created—Birthed—Set Up—Brought Forth = By Yahweh
b) Waltke—“The metaphor ‘brought me forth’ signifies that Solomon’s inspired wisdom comes from God’s essential being…this wisdom existed before creation and its origins are distinct from it, wisdom is neither accessible to humanity nor can it be subdued by human beings, but it must be revealed to people and accepted by them” =It Is God’s Wisdom—Truth = Something Given To Humanity—Solomon
5) Bec/ Wisdom Existed Before World = She Is There (28-29) When Made Skies—Heavens—Waters—Seas
a) At Beginning = Lady Wisdom = There Witnessing Fullness of Creation = Earth & Heavens = Land & Sea
b) In Job 38:4—God Challenges Job W/ Question—"Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding” =No Understanding = Bec/ Not There   =   Grain of World
c) Job Puts Hand Over Mouth  But Lady Wisdom Cries = Yes! = Yes, I Was There = Understanding!
6) (30) I Was Beside Yahweh—Creator = Delighted In Me = Rejoiced Before Him
7) (30-31) I Delighted In His Creation = In World He Made = Children of Man = I Understand All Things
a) This Wisdom = Goes W/ Grain of Creation = In Harmony W/ Creation—God’s Purposes For Humanity
8) Solomon Using Personification of Wisdom = To Teach His Children = All of God’s Children = God’s Wisdom
a) This Wisdom = God’s Ancient—Primordial Wisdom = Brought Forth = Before World Began = True Truth
9) Bec/ Lady Wisdom Was There = Has Supremacy Over All Other Wisdom = (32) O Sons, Listen To Me
a) Her Counsel—Precepts = Perfect = Words = Authoritative—True = (32 & 34) Blessed All Who Listen
10) (33-34) Wisdom Comes To Those Who Hear = Who Watch For—Wait For Her = Seek Her Like Gold & Silver
11) And She So Fundamental To Grain—Fabric of Created World =(35) To Find Her Life & Favor Before Creator
12) (36) To Neglect Her—Fail To Find This Wisdom = Injures Us = IF Hate—Reject This Wisdom = Love Death

Third, Solomon’s Wisdom Is Not Jesus
1) Interpreters Like Arius = Mentioned At Beginning = Got Into Trouble =Heresy = Equating Wisdom W/ Jesus
2) Read (22) = LORD Possessed Me = Septuagint = Greek OT = Translated = LORD Created Me At Beginning
a) Arius Decided = Direct Proposition @ Jesus  Created Being = Glorious Creature = Highest Angel
b) But Decided = Not God = Many Similarities Betw/ Solomon’s Wisdom & Jesus = But = Not Jesus
3) Waltke Lists Many Similarities = Both Existed W/ God Before All Things = Played Role In Creation
a) Both Descended From Heaven To Dwell W/ Humanity  Both Rejected By Masses Of Humanity
b) Both Teach Heavenly Wisdom = & Call Those Who Listen “Children” = Jesus Called = Wisdom
c) Both Lead Those Who Listen To Life & Immortality  Both Threaten Death To Those Who Do Not
4) But All Types Share Similarities To Their Antitype = Their Fulfillment  But Fulfillment Always Superior
a) Sacrifices  Died As Substitute For Sinners—Shed Blood To Atone For Sins—Basis For God’s Mercy
b) But Jesus As Antitype = Not Animal—Morally Perfect—Not Die Over & Over—Perfect Forgiveness
c) So OT Sacrifices Point To Jesus = But Not Equated To Jesus = As Fulfillment= So Much More—Better
5) Waltke Also Helpfully Offers Ways That Jesus = Superior To Solomon’s Wisdom = More & Better
a) God Gave Birth To Wisdom = But Xp = Eternal Son of God  Wisdom Witnessed Creation = 
b) But Jesus = Creator God  Wisdom Will Laugh At Time of Judgment = Jesus Xp = The Eternal Judge
6) I Will Add = Wisdom Points To Need For Salvation = But Jesus Christ Is God’s Way of Salvation
a) God’s Wisdom Ultimately & Finally Revealed In the Redemption That Is Ours In Jesus Xp

Finally, Jesus Is the Fullness of God’s Wisdom
1) Col. 2:2-3—Speaks of "Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
a) Seen These Key Themes = Over & Over = Wisdom & Knowledge = Treasures = Seek Like Gold & Silver
2) NT Reveals These Treasures = Ultimately Found In Xp  Become Ours When Connected To Xp = By Faith
3) But/ Wisdom Of God = Expanded & Fulfilled In NT = Not Just In Jesus’s Life—Teaching = Full Of Wisdom
a) But God’s Wisdom Further Revealed To Include = The Gift Of Rtness—Holiness = Taught In Proverbs
b) 1 Cor 1:30—“Because of him [God] you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption” = Last 3 Define = Perfect Wisdom of God In Christ
c) If In Xp = Jesus Becomes For You Fulfillment of God’s Wisdom = Fulfillment of Purposes & Plans
d) Eph 1:4—"He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
e) God’s Eternal Wisdom & Purpose = Save A People For Himself =In Xp = Rtness—Holiness—Redemption
4) Prov Offers God’s Wisdom For Wise Living=How To Avoid Sin—Treat People—To Live Rteous Before God
a) But Like All OT Teaching & Law = Cannot Obey Perfectly = Not Be Rteous—Holy Thru Our Own Efforts
b) Woe To Us All For We Fall Short of Glory of God = Our Failure Brings On Punishment Due To Our Sins
5) Praise Be To God = Jesus Does So Much More Than Teach Us How To Live Rteously
a) Not Just Show Us Way of Wisdom & Rtness = Becomes Our Rtness  When Jesus = Ours By Faith
6) Greater Wisdom of God = When We Are United To Jesus Thru Faith =Receive His Rtness & Holiness
a) This Is Our Redemption—Salvation = Something Wisdom of Solomon—Law of OT = Could Never Do
7) Spiritual Power We Need = To Live The Wisdom Of God = In Law & In Proverbs = Found In Jesus
a) HS In NT = Revealed As Spirit of Xp = Spirit of Sonship = Spirit Of Freedom = Source of Fruitfulness
b) As We Abide In Xp Thru Faith = Saved—Sanctified—Fructified = Yes = That Is A Word = Made Fruitful
8) Wisdom of God In Xp Jesus = Provides Way Of Forgiveness = In Union W/ Xp Declares Us Rteous & Holy
a) When Fail To Live Wisely & Rteously Before God = When We Act The Proverbial Fool= Saved By Blood
b) Forgiven—Renewed—Empowered As Strive To Live Out Word & Wisdom = Become More Like Jesus
9) Jesus Not Be Equated W/ Solomon’s Wisdom = Nor Law of Moses = Both Reflect & Point To Need For Him
a) Only Jesus = Who Is Fullness & Completion of God’s Wisdom = Offers Perfect Wisdom Of Redemption
10) “Because of Grace of God = you are in Christ Jesus, He Has Become For us wisdom from God, [that Is]: Our righteousness & sanctification & redemption” = Ultimate Wisdom of God IS = Perfect Redeemer=Jesus
