Proverbs 24:11-12	                       The Sanctity of Life
1
Intro, Forgiven & Free
1) Important But Difficult Even Painful Topic = For Many = Reminder of Sin & Failure = Of Need For Gospel
a) If Statistics True = Women Here Today  Who Had Abortions  Men Who Have Encouraged One
b) Others Who Assisted Or Condoned = Many Of Us Touched By This Tragedy
2) So First Want You To Hear  Not Here To Throw Stones = The 1 THING = All Have In Common
a) All Of Us  Stands In Desperate Need  Of Mercy & Grace = Only Found In Jesus Christ
b) Abortion Not The Unforgivable Sin = Abundant Mercy & Forgiveness  Redemption & Healing In Xp
3) Bible Records David Had Uriah Killed  Paul  Orchestrated & Condoned  Arrest—Execution Of Xpians
a) Yet Became Great Light For Gospel  Monument Of God’s Grace = Example Greatness Of Mercy In Xp
b) Beverly Smith McMillan—One of 1st Abortion Clinics  Became Follower of Jesus = Resigned—Said—"The good news that makes the Gospel so relevant today is that God forgives. I know from personal experience that the blood of Jesus can cover the sin of abortion" = His Grace Greater Than Our Sin
4) Beauty & Power of Gospel  God Saves—As Paul Said = Even Worst of Sinners = That Is All of Us
a) To Woman Caught In Adultery Jesus Said  =  “Neither Do I Condemn You = Go = Sin No More”
5) There Is Full & Free Forgiveness In Jesus For Every Sin—Including Abortion= If Only = Repent & Believe
6) But Not Gloss Over Truth = What Grows In Mother’s Womb = Baby = Abortion Takes Them Away To Death

First, Babies Are Created In the Image of God (11)
1) Rescue Those Being Taken Away To Death—Slaughter  This Passage About Protecting Life = Rescuing
2) Not Specifically @ Abortion = Maybe Vigilante Justice—Innocent Wrongly Accused—Pagan Child-Sacrifice
a) But This Is General Principle of Rteous Living = God’s People = Called To Defend Innocent—Helpless
b) When Innocent Life In Danger = Neutrality Not Option = Calls Us To Stand In Gap In Defense of Life
3) From Gen 1 = God Reveals Himself = Creator—Giver—Defender Of Life =All Humans Created =In His Image
a) Bible Clear = Bear His Image = From Conception = What Grows In A Mother’s Womb = Human Child
4) Gen 25:22—Rebeka=Isaac & Jacob ="The children struggled together within her”=Usual Word For Children
5) Job 31:13-15—“If I have rejected the cause of my manservant or my maidservant, when they brought a complaint against me, what then shall I do when God rises up? When he makes inquiry, what shall I answer him?  Did not he who made me in the womb make him? And did not one fashion us in the womb?”
a) Job’s Argument  Must Treat = All People W/ Dignity = Respect & Fairness = Bear His Image
b) Bec/ All Of Us  Created By Hand Of God = God’s Involvement W/ Each Person Starts In Womb
6) Ps. 139:13-16—“You formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them= Celebrates God’s Intimate Knowledge of Each Child

7) Jer 1:5—"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations=God Knows Who Each Child IS = Before Take Shape In Womb
8) When Mary = Mother of Jesus 1 Month Pregnant = Visited Elizabeth When She 6 Months Pregnant 
a) Luke 1:41—“When Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb”
b) Baby Leaped In Her Womb = Same Word Baby Used To Describe Jesus Wrapped In Cloths In Manger
c) Refers To Mary As = “mother of my Lord” = Child In Mary’s Womb = The Lord = Personally Identifiable
9) Science Confirms Bible’s Truth = Unique Personal DNA At Moment of Conception = No Other Ever Like It
a) If That Unique Human Baby—Unique DNA= Not Interrupted =Steadily Mature In Unique Human Adult
b) From Early In First Trimester = Can Pick Human Fetus From Any Other = Bec/ What Growing = Child!
c) Being Tiny = Not Equate To Being Inhuman = 2 Wk Old Child = Child! = Small & Helpless = But Still Child
d) Until Recent Decades = Universally Say = “Baby In Mommy’s Tummy” = IF Say Just Tissue Make Easier

Second, Babies Are Being Taken Away To Death
10) Point of Verses = When Innocent Life In Danger = Neutrality Not Option = Stand In Gap In Defense of Life
a) When Helpless Taken Away To Death = Stumbling Towards Slaughter = Christians Called To Intervene
11) @ 1 Million Every Year  3000 Every Day  1 Every Minute  Before Done=40 Children Will Be Aborted
12) 1 Of Every 3 Babies  Conceived & Viable In US = Killed By Abortion = 63 Million Abortions = Since Roe
a) Since Overturned = Increased = Coincided W/ Advent of Home Administered Abortion Pills Thru Mail
b) US Birth Rate = Dropped Below Replacement Level = Bec/ 1/3 of Our Babies = Killed In Utero
c) 1 In 4 Women  Betw/ 18-40 Have Had An Abortion  Half Of Those Have Had More Than 1
13) Sobering = Impossible To Calculate = Harm To Women = Physical—Emotional = Regret—Shame—Guilt
14) Pro-Abortion Position Argues = Not Child—Just Tissue = So Mother Can Do Whatever Wants W/ Tissue
a) But Vast Majority of Abortions  Performed Betw/ 7th & 10th Week = Baby Already Sucking Thumb
b) Responds To Sound—All Organs Present—Kidneys Cleaning Fluids—Brain Functioning—Heart Beating
c) Ears—Eyes—Nose—Mouth—Toes = Cleary Visible = Unique Fingerprint = Recoils From Pain
15) Biology—Logic—Clear Teaching Of Bible = Tells Us = Dealing W/ Unborn Children = Known By God
a) Uniquely Created In Womb—Biologically Human—Utterly Defenseless=Abortion Takes Away To Death
16) Majority Done In Name of Radical Autonomy=Only 1-5% Of Abortions Due To Rape—Save Life of Mother
a) Women Want Same Freedom Men Have = To Not Be Pregnant = Not Have Lives Changed By A Child
b) 95-99% of Abortions = Matter of Convenience = Economic—School—Relational = Form of Birth Control
17) Need To Step Back=Many “Stumbling” Situations=Real Crises—Pain—Confusion = Pressure & Vulnerability
a) Many Parents—Families Not Know What To Do = Most Not Acting W/ Malice = They’re Stumbling
b) Not Know = What Their Options Are = Need Understanding—Compassion—Help & Support
18) That Where Church Should Come In  Where Services Like Choices Come In = Offer What Needed

Finally, We Are Called To Rescue The Unborn
1) ‘Rescue’ = Imperative—Voice of Command = Call To Action = Gives Sense of Urgency = No Neutral Ground
a) People Of God = Called—Commanded To Stand In Gap = Step Up = Speak Out = Intervene & Help
2) (12) God Anticipates Our Excuses =“If you say, "Behold, we did not know this”= Complicated—Private Issue
a) Personally Against = Believe In Radical Personal Autonomy  Not Interfere = Let Do What Want
b) God Says = He Knows—We Know = Word Is Clear = Not Be Neutral—Passive = Must Care & Intervene
c) Sonogram Images = Post-Abortion Pictures of Little Hands & Feet = Genetic Data—Biblical Knowledge
3) From Gen 1 = God Reveals Himself = Creator—Giver—Defender Of Life = Babies Created = Image of God
a) Not Disposable = Wherever Innocent Life Threatened = God’s People Called To Speak—To Act
4) Pro-Life Means Pray For Moms & Dads In Crisis—For Changed Hearts—Wise Laws—Courageous Churches
5) Being Pro-Life Means Speaking For Those Who Not Speak For Selves = Silence—Neutrality = Not Options
a) Sermon Like This = Uncomfortable—Not Politically Correct = But Church Must Speak Truth In Love
6) Being Pro-Life Means Caring @ Parents In Crisis= Come Alongside =W/ Love & Support = Point To Help
a) Not Theoretical = Real People—Real Lives—Parents In Crisis—Children In Danger = If Not Find Help
b) First Concern To Meet Parents In Crisis = W/ Compassion—Love—Mercy—Support—Help
c) They Need To Know = Have Options  Need To Know There Is Support  Need To Know = It Is A Child
7) Being Pro-Life Means Supporting = Life-Affirming Alternatives = Care For Mothers—Fathers—Their Babies
a) So We Support Choices = Bec/ Offer Help At Every Stage = Pre-Natal Care—Counseling—Sonagrams
b) Post Natal Care = Counseling & Training For Both Parents  Offer Supplies For Babies & Families
c) Each Year = Participate In Choices Baby Shower = Collect Supplies To Support Families Choosing Life
d) Walk For Life In April = Volunteer To Counsel—Serve = Will Train You = Doing Work That We Can’t
8) Being Pro-Life Means Being Consistent =Defending Life In Womb & Beyond =Conception To Natural Death
a) Means Being Pro-Adoption—Foster Care = Adopting & Fostering = No Euthanasia—MAID
9) Sanctity of Life = @ God Who Creates—Gives—Protects Life = @ How We Treat His Image-Bearers
10) But Also About How We Offer The Repentant True Hope = Full Forgiveness—Healing—Wholeness
11) Scripture Paints Picture Of God Intimately Involved W/ Human Life From Before Moment Of Conception
12) We Were Created By Him = To Know Him—Love Him = If Haven’t Already = Put Faith & Hope In Jesus Xp
