Gen 12:1-3	                       Joy To the World
1
First, The Whole World Needs A Savior
1) Xpians Celebrate Xmas = But Important To Remember = Xmas = For Whole World = Every Human Being
a) Bec/ We Believe = God of Bible = One True God = Creator & Lord of Whole World = Of All That Exists
b) Deut. 4:35—“Know that the LORD is God; there is no other besides him.” = One True & Living God
c) Creator of All Humanity = Every Human Being On Planet Created In Image of God = Dignity & Purpose
d) Oh That World Would Know & Live = In Beauty & Freedom = Of Knowing & Enjoying Their Creator
2) Every Human Being Created To Know & Love Him  To Live In Alignment W/ Our Creator = Live W/ Grain
3) Seen Beautiful Piece of Wood = Grain = Natural Flow of Fibers = Way—Direction Wood Naturally Grows
a) To Cut Against Grain = Go Against Natural Flow of Wood = If Cut @ Grain Tools Catch—Dig In
b) Tear Out Chunks = Result = Rough—Splintered—Uneven Surfaces = Destroys Much of Inherent Beauty
4) God Created World—Us = Certain Grain = Natural Flow—Moral Fabric = Our Purpose To Live In Alignment
a) To Walk W/ God = To Understand Who He Is = His Word & Ways = To Live In Obedience = W/ Grain
b) What Bible Calls Sin = Anything = Cuts Against Grain = Against Moral Fabric = Way God Created Things
c) Causes Damage = In Relat/ W/ God = Lives—Relationships—Souls = Much Of Inherent Beauty = Lost
5) Ultimately Cutting @ Grain of God’s Creation—@ His Word & Commands = Rebellion = Brings Judgment
a) World Created W/ Purposes of God = We Are Created In Image of God = Meant To Live In Alignment
b) But Human Race = Not Americans—Not Westerners—Not Jews = But Whole World = Rebelled @ God
c) Is 53:6—"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way” =@ Grain
d) Jdg 21:25—"Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” = World In Rebellion =Thinks Purpose Of Life
e) Leads To Moral Chaos = Human Wreckage = Our Purpose In Life = To Do What Right In Creator’s Eyes
6) Rebellion @ God =Leads To Judgment =Rom 14:10—"We will all stand before the judgment seat of God”

Second, Savior Would Be Abraham’s Son
1) Human Rebellion = Choice To Live @ Grain of God’s Created Purposes = Live Out Of Alignment W/God
a) Started W/ Adam & Eve = Ancient Problem = Harkens Back To Beginning = Affects Whole Human Race
2) Gen. 12:3—“In you [In & Thru Abe] all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” = Saving of Humanity
a) Gal. 3:8—“The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles [Save Nations] by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed.”
3) Saw Last Wk = Matt Opens W/ Genealogy =Not Fully Understand Gospel =Until Understand Big Picture
a) Names In Genealogy = Take Us Back 1st Pages of Bible To Promises Made When World 1st Rebelled
b) [bookmark: _Hlk216788302]Matt 1:1—"The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham”=Story of J
c) So = Story of Jesus = Not Start When = Born  Jesus’s Story Goes Back Millennia  = Very Long Promise
d) Abe Father of Israel—1000 Yrs Later  David = Israel’s Greatest King  1000 Yrs Later = Jesus Born
4) God’s Plan To Send Savior Who Is = Son of Abe—Son of David= Jesus Xp =Savior For Whole World
a) W/ Promise To Abe = God Chose Israel = Vehicle—Means—Channel = To Bring Jesus Into World
b) Then Thru Jesus = God Would Reconcile Whole—Rebellious World To Self = People From Every Nation
c) 2 Cor 5:19—“In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them” = In Xp—Thru Death On Cross = God Offers Forgiveness= Way For Rebellious World =Reconciled
d) Salvation Offered To Whole World = Free Gift Of God  Anyone In World = Saved By Faith In Jesus Xp
5) Purpose of Israel In History of World =This Tiny Nation In Midst of Great Empires=NJ=ABP—Greeks—Roms
a) Small & Weak In Scope of World = Mighty In Purposes of God = Here God Self = Come To Save World
b) Not Just To Save Israelites—Jews = But To Save You & Me = Anyone—Everyone Who Put Faith In Jesus
c) Gal. 3:29—“If you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise” =of World
6) If You Belong To Jesus Xp = Thru Faith & Trust In Him = As God Come To Save Us = To Provide Forgiveness
a) Become Part of Ancient Story = God’s Plan = Working Across Millennia = To Restore World To Self
b) Gal. 4:4-5—“When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem…so that we might receive adoption as sons.” = Moment Of God’s Choosing= Came

Third, Savior Would Be For All Nations
1) Thru Abe All Families of Earth = Blessed —Every Race—Tribe—Ethnic Group = All Of Nations = Planet
a) IOW What God Did In Israel = Did For Sake of World  God Chose Israel = To Give Jesus To World
b) Ps. 67:1-4—"May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, Selah, that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! Let the nations be glad and sing for joy= JOY TO WORLD =Lord Come
2) Hear People Say = Xpianity Western Religion = But My Friends = Jesus Born In Middle East = Not White
a) Do You Know = 70% Of Xpians In World = People of Color  In Jesus’ Church = Whites Minority Group
b) Xpianity Not American Religion—Not Western Religion—Not White Religion = God Gathering Nations
c) John 4:42—Samaritans = Mixed Raced = Outsiders = “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world." 
3) Our Savior Too! = This = Experience Of Every Ethnic Group In World—My Exp = Jesus =My—Our Savior Too
a) John 3:16—"God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” = Whosoever Believes = W/ Out Restriction—Condition = Jesus Is For You
b) Good News = God Sent Savior For All Humanity = Gospel Went From Samaria—To Antioch—Asia Minor
c) Crossed Sea To Greece—To Italy—To Rome—France—Spain—UK = Went East Across Asia = To India
4) God Created Whole World = Sent Only Son = Jesus Christ = That Whosever Believes = Whosever In World
a) Jesus Made = So Clear To His Disciples  Matt. 28:18-19—“Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” Go To N
b) Whoever Believes = Whatever Ethnic—Social—Economic—Educational Background = Jesus For You
5) Jesus Was A Jew = Son Of David—Son of Abe = But Sent By God = To Reconcile = Rebellious World To Self
6) 1 John 4:14-15—“We have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God” = Reconciled To God
7) Joy to the world! The Lord is come, Let earth receive her King! Let every heart prepare Him room, Heaven

Finally, Is Jesus Christ the Savior of Your World?
1) So Pressing Question This Xmas Season = Has Your Heart Opened Made Room For Jesus = As Savior & King
a) Do You Know = God Created You To Know Him & Love Him = Live In Alignment W/ His Purposes
b) Are You Weary Of Cutting Against Grain Of God’s Design? = Inviting Us To Come Home= Be Reconciled
2) Jesus Born In Israel = So Could Die On Cross = God Took On Flesh—God In Xp= Pay Price of Our Rebellion 
a) 1 Pet. 3:18—"Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God = Reconcile Us To God = Blessing Promised To Abe For Nations =Forgiveness & Reconciliation
b) It Was There On Cross = Paid Penalty For Our Rebellion = So Thru Faith In Jesus= Forgiven & Reconciled
3) 1 Peter 2:25—"For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” = Creator Of World Out There = Also Creator Of Your Inner World = Soul = Return To Me!
a) It Is Here = In Our Hearts & Souls = Jesus Must Reign As King = Shepherd & Overseer = Of Inner World
b) 1 Pet. 3:15—“In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy” = Embrace Him By Faith = As Savior & King
4) Take Up Throne of Our Hearts = Here To Be Loved—Worshipped—Obeyed = God Made Us—You For Self
a) 2 Cor. 5:15—“He died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.” = We Were Created To Live For Him = Not For Selves =In Alignment
b) He Wants To Be Sun = Around Which Your Inner World Revolves =Will You Open Heart To Receive Him
5) Luke 2:11—"For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord." = This Is…
6) Joy to the world! For The Lord is come, Let earth receive her King! Let Your heart Receive Your King = Jesus
7) Will You Put Your Faith—Trust In Jesus Xp= Believing =What He Did =He Did To Reconcile You To Your God

