Proverbs 7:1-27	                       It Didn’t ‘Just Happen’!
1
First, Faithfulness Is a Marathon (1-5)
a) Adam & Eve Created Directly By God—In His Image—Created In Rtness & Holiness = Walked W/ God 
b) Literally Made For Each Other—Made For God = Yet Fell Into Sin = Spiritual Adultery
c) One of Unsolved Mysteries of Theological Discussion & Debate = How Could Holy—Rteous People Fall
d) 2 Cor. 11:3—"I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ” = Real Concern = Xpians = Tempted & Deceived
2) Truth = No One Truly Understands Full Power Of Temptation  Until = Fully Under It = Pull—Power Of It
a) When Stand Outside Temptation =Think = Never Do That = But Not Under Power of Temptation
b) Right Now Might Say = Never Eat Cow’s Eye = But If Starving = Under Power & Pull of Real Hunger
c) Not Truly Understand Full Power Of Temptation  Until = Fully Under It = Bible Warns Us = Avoid It
3) One Temptations In Life = Trust Selves More Than Should = Motives—Thoughts—Ideas—Gifts—Strengths
a) Bible Teaches Us To Hold = Humble Suspicion Of Selves = Keep Close Eye On Hearts
b) Jer. 17:9—"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?”
c) Is That Still True?  Only True Of Unbelievers?  Or Still Something For Christians To Take Seriously
d) Why Does God Warns Us = Many Times = Of Danger Of Being Hardened By Deceitfulness of Sin 
4) Danger Proven 1,000 X Over =How Many Stories = Heard = Of People Least Expect = Humble & Sober Us
a) People Thought Mature  Marriages Looked Strong = Leaders—Prominent Pastors & Teachers
b) Were They All Just Weak & Immature People—Bad Marriages =    Or Something More Going On
5) Have You Picked Up On Irony = Of These Sections of Proverbs = Written By Good King Solomon Himself
a) Wisest Man In World = God Gifted W/ Unusual Level of Wisdom = Writing Books Of Wisdom In Bible
b) 1 Kings 11:1-4—Tragedy Of Sexual Sin ="King Solomon loved many foreign women…the LORD had said to the people of Israel, "You shall not enter into marriage with them…for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods." Solomon clung to these in love…and his heart was not wholly true to the LORD his God” = What? = Solmon? = Spiritual Adultery = Thru Sexual Sin = But He Wrote Proverbs!
6) Irony = Thick = How Much of This Did Write Before His Sin = Or Did Add This After = Either Way = Striking
a) Either Wrote Before= Despite Own Teaching—Tempted  Or Wrote Out of Experience & Failure
b) Either Should Humble & Sober Us = Bible Not Give Us Polished Heros = Warns Us W/ Ugly Truth
c) Voddie Baucham—"The wisest man in the bible fell into sexual sin, the strongest man in the bible fell into sexual sin, and the godliest man in the bible fell into sexual sin. For me to think I’m above falling into this sin is to think I’m wiser than Solomon, stronger than Samson, and godlier than David” = These Are Here To Humble & Sober Us
d) 1 Cor. 10:12—“Let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall= Warning @ Thinking Strong
e) Rom. 12:3—“By the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment” = What Should Our Posture Be = Newton Rt
f) John Newton—"What a poor creature I am in myself, incapable of standing a single hour without continual fresh supplies of strength and grace”  Does Have Poor Self Esteem? = Self-Awareness
7) Father Tells Parable=So Children Will Hear—ThinkLike Senseless Man=If Not Watch & Pray=Fresh Grace

Second, A Parable of Seduction & Sin
1) First Thing = Very Clear = Infidelity Not Just Happen = Process  Recognize & Avoid = Early Stages
2) (6) Narrator Looks Out Window of House = Observes = Encounter Betw/ Young Man = Married Woman
3) (7) Naïve Man = Simple—Young—Lacks Sense  Say Again = Roles Could Be Reversed = Folly =Feminine
a) Important = Neither Bible—Nor I = Saying Women = Temptresses = Men = Victims = Human Problem
b) One Person = Deliberate = Plans Ahead = Takes Deliberate Steps = Makes Appeal = Seeks To Seduce
4) First Lacks Sense = Bec/ Not Pondering His Path = Careless—Not Deliberate @ When—Where—Who
a) (8)—“Passing along the street near her corner, taking the road to her house in the twilight, in the evening, at the time of night and darkness.” = After Business Hours = Wanders Into Moral Jeopardy
b) After Dark When Bad Things Happen = Under Cover of Dark  Point = In Wrong Place At Wrong Time
c) Point = Something = Could Have Been Avoided  If Had Hedges= Guidelines @ When—Where—Who
5) 2nd Reason This Man =Simple & Lacks Sense = Not Ruled Infidelity Out = Not Made Clear Heart Decision
a) [bookmark: _Hlk214547502]Inner Fortress Of Soul Must Be Convicted @ Sin = Our Hearts Set Against It =Plan To Avoid Temptation
b) This Guy Not Looking For Trouble = But When Bumps Into = Not Flee = Listens To Her = Tempted
c) Would Be Better = Mumble Good Night—Fast Walk = Extract Self From Situation As Quickly As Possible
d) A Kempis—“Little by little, temptations gain entrance and overcome us if they are not resisted at the beginning.  The longer we let them overcome us, the weaker we become, and the stronger the enemy.”
e) One Who Strong Not Extract Selves Early =Not Careful = Deceived By Pride=Weakened—Vulnerable
6) (10-20) See Woman = Deliberate & Prepared = Husband Away On Trip = (10-11) Wily & Loud = Brazen
a) Might Say = Shameless  Times In Life = Meet People = Who Communicate = Interested—Available
b) If Hearts Not Already Fixed @ It = Ruled It Out = Might Listen To Long—Linger When Should Run
7) (21) Seductive Speech—Smooth Talk = Many Affairs Begins W/ Inappropriate Communication 
a) Playful—Flirtatious—Private—Texting—Social Media = Danger Personal—Spouse Not Know
b) Most Often Relatively Innocent At Start = But Slowly—Slowly Crosses Line = Know! = But Hook Is In
8) (22) All At Once = Like Ox To Slaughter = Follows Her  What = Sobering Image = When Line Crossed
9) Should Not Miss That Live In Sex-Saturated Culture = Become Increasingly Brazen—Shameless—Seductive
a) Internet Given Us Immediate—Private Access =To World of Seduction W/Out Ever Leaving House
b) Lure of Pornography = Now AI Opening Whole New Seductive World = Unreal—Fantasy Relationships
10) So Easy = To Senselessly Wander Down Wrong Path—At Wrong Time = String of Sites = AI Possibilities
11) My Friends Passage Like This = Warning For Online Dangers As Well = Wrong When—Where—W/ Whom

Finally, Jesus Is the Wisdom & the Way
1) Heart Issues For Men & Women = Concern For Us All = Warning = Wise As Serpents—Innocent As Doves
a) Not Rule Out Healthy Relat/ =Have Many Healthy Relats W/ Ladies = Spent Time W/ Many of You
b) Acts 20:18—"You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time” = Kept Proper Boundaries
2) Healthy Boundaries = Give Structure For Safe—Healthy Relats/ = Fences—Hedges Create Safe—Free Space
a) Bible Saying = Temptation Is Real Thing = Not Live Carelessly = Be Wise = About When—Where—Who
b) Application Healthy Fear of Lord = Healthy = Humility & Fear Of Sin = Be Aware Temptation =Real Thing
c) Rom. 7:21—"I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand” = Do Believe This?
d) Matt. 26:41—"Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak”= Says Be Careful = Not Just Pray =Watch! = Be Wise—Tread Carefully = Flesh Weak
3) Paul Tells Timothy = 1 Tim. 4:16—"Keep a close watch on yourself” = Not Wander = Ponder = Be Wise
a) Do Not Walk Like Simple—Senseless Young Man = Into Situations Where You May Be Tempted
4) There Is An Intensity = Persistence To Warning = Practical Wisdom = Required To Keep Things Healthy
5) (1) Keep—Guard My Words—Treasure Up W/ You =(2) Keep & Live—Keep As Apple of Your Eye = Precious
6) (3) Bind This Wisdom On Fingers—Write On Tablet of Heart = Memorize—Know—Live Truth of My Words
7) (4) Call Wisdom = Sister—Intimate Friend = BFF = Companion—Closest Friend In Life = Trusted Counselor
8) (5) All of This = Why? = Keep—Preserve You From = Forbidden Woman—Man—Adultery = Going Astray
9) So What Going To Keep & Preserve Us = Word & Wisdom of God = Written In Our Hearts = Intimate Friend
a) Who Is It Who Reigns In Our Hearts = As Living Word of God = Most Intimate Friend Of Our Souls
b) Jn. 8:31-32—"If you ABIDE IN MY WORD, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” = Isn’t That Plea of The Father In Proverbs = Keep—Bind—Treasure—Live—Free
c) John 15:5—"I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever ABIDES IN ME AND I IN HIM, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing = Abiding In Jesus & His Word =Rhythm—Way of Life
10) When Abide In Jesus = Says = I Will Abide In You =Source of Wisdom—Fountain Of Fresh Grace Every Hour
a) 1 Cor. 1:30-31—“You are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
b) For Those Who Have Wandered = Those Wounded By Infidelity Here Also = Healing & Redemption
11) Boast Only In Jesus = Bec/ As We Are In Xp = United To Xp = Abiding In Xp = Xp In Us = Hope of Glory
