Prov 5:1-23	                       Keep Your Heart At Home
:
First, Count the High Cost of Infidelity (1-6)
1) JOURNAL = Infidelity In Center =Arrows Out In All Directions = To Damage Would Cause In My Life
a) Points Up To My Relat/ W/ God—Wife—Children—Friends—Church—Ministry—Witness For Xp
b) ALSO = Damage In Other Person’s Life = Spiritual Damage—Spouse—Marriage—Vows—Children
c) To Chose That Path = Leads Down To Death = Spiritual—Relational—Financial = Loss Hard To Measure
2) Last Week Ended W/ Admonition = Keep—Guard Heart Vigilantly = Bec/ From Heart =Flow Springs Of Life
a) Now Father Applies Guarding of Heart = To Marriage = 1 Of 3 Longer—1 Shorter = Avoiding Adultery
b) Overlap Spiritual & Literal = Call = Spiritual Faithfulness To Lady Wisdom = Reject Folly= Also Marriage
3) In Chap 4 = There Was Call To Marry Lady Wisdom = Get Her—Love Her—Embrace—Prize—Keep Her
a) Wisdom There = Is God’s Wisdom—Word & Ways = So Here = Warning @ Spiritual Adultery
b) But Also Clear Call To Faithfulness In Our Marriages = Warning Of High Cost Of Infidelity—Adultery
4) Warns of Danger = How Bait = Attractive = But Hides Hook = High Cost = Wisdom Must Ponders Path
5) (2:16) Father’s Instruction Will Deliver Son From Forbidden Woman—Adulteress W/ Smooth Words
a) (17) Adulteress—Adulterer = One Who Forsakes Companion of Youth = Forgets Covenant Before God
6) (18-19) Here In Chap 2 First Hear Of High Cost Of Infidelity = Her House Sinks Down To Death = His House
a) None Come Back—Regain Paths of Life = Real & Permanent Loss = Wife—Home—Children—Friends
7) (1-2) My Son = Be Attentive—My Wisdom = Listen What Trying To Tell You = Keep & Guard You From Folly
8) (3) Specifically Temptation Of Forbidden Woman = Not Your Spouse= Cost Of Succumbing To Temptation
a) (3) Sweet—Attractive At Beginning  (4) Bait Hides Hook = In End = Bitter—Sword = Painful & Deadly
b) (22) “Iniquities of the wicked ensnare him, [Hook Goes In] and he is held fast in the cords of his sin.”
c) (5) Her Feet—Steps—Path = Goes Down To Death = Reminds Us = Choices = Paths We Choose = Go
9) (6) Not Ponder Paths of Life = Lost & Not Know = (4:26) Ponder Path Of Feet = Look Where You Are Going
a) (20) Ponder Your Path = Bec/ God Ponders Your Path = All Our Ways = Before Lord = We Live To God
10) 6:20-35 Highlights High Cost = (27) Asks = Can Person Carry Fire Next To Chest = Clothes Not Catch Fire
a) (28) Can Walk On Hot Coals = Not Be Burned? = Damage Will Be Done= Soul Will Be Injured By Choices
b) (29) One Who Goes Into Neighbors Wife—Husband = Not Go Unpunished = Inevitable Consequences
c) (32-33) He who commits adultery lacks sense; he who does it destroys himself. He will get wounds and dishonor, and his disgrace will not be wiped away.” = Utter Foolishness =Ponder Path = Journal Picture

Second, Protect Your Heart From Temptation (7-14)
1) Given Profound Warnings Of High Cost Of Infidelity = In Relat/ W/ God—Our Spouse = Children & Church
2) Guard Your Hearts & Marriages = Things Not To Do = Things To Do = Protect Our Marriages = & Cultivate
3) (8) Keep FAR Away From Her = Not Go Near Door of House  For Me = Means = Literally Create Distance
a) Given Number of Scandals = How Can Protect Self & Marriage = My Heart = Billy Graham Rules
b) When Went Into Ministry= Lynne & I Set Out Pretty High Hedges = Personal Rules To Keep Far Away
c) E.G. = Never Meet Alone W/ Woman = Except During Office Hours At Church = W/ Others There
d) If Come To House = Lynne Comes  Not Drive In Car Alone = Never Have Meal—Coffee Alone
4) (9-10) Not Give Honor To Others  Not Give Fill Of Strength To Stranger = Labors To House of Foreigner
a) (9) Honor Belongs To Spouse = Vowed Love—Honor—Cherish =Be Careful Not Give Attention Away
b) (10) To Give Strength & Labor To Someone = Not Spouse = Not Invest Time & Energy In Wrong Relat
5) Certainly Give Counsel—Ministry—Serve = Careful Not Invest Emotionally In Woman = Not My Wife
a) Careful Not Share My Heart = Build Intimacy = Spend Time Beyond Ministry & Counseling Settings
b) When Hired =Not Sacrifice Family To Church =Need To Invest At Home=Need My Strength & Attention!
6) Talked To Men & Women = Engaged In Infidelity = Emotional Affair—Or Physical = Say Not Good At Home
a) Person Listens—Understands—Respects—Cherishes =Energy of Relat/ Communication = Syphoned Off
b) Robbing Marriage—Spouse of Strength & Labor Necessary For Marriage To Improve—To Thrive
c) When 3rd Party Enters Picture = Strength & Energy = Hope of Marriage = Syphoned Off = To Stranger
d) Your Strength & Hard Work Belong To Your Spouse = Only A Fool Gives Them To Another = Go Home
e) Not Only = Spouse Robbed of Your Strength = Secret Sin Sucks = Spiritual Life & Strength Out of Us
7) (12-14) How Hated Discipline—My Heart Despised Reproof =Not Listen To Those Trying To Tell Me
a) Trying To Warn Me = Going Astray  Brink of Utter Ruin = Marriage—Children In Pain—Reputation
b) Utter Ruin In Assembled Congregation = My Sin Ripple Effects = Tears Apart = Spiritual Connections
8) (20) “Why should you be intoxicated, my son, with a forbidden woman and embrace the bosom of an adulteress?” = Why Give To Adulteress—Adulterer = That Which Belongs To Spouse = Protect Your Heart

Finally, Cultivate & Kindle Love In Your Marriage (15-20)
1) Antidote = Intoxicated = First W/ God & His Wisdom =Bec/ If We Are (18-19) Intoxicated W/ Wife of Youth
a) If Love & Honor God = Will Love & Honor Spouse = Loving Her Well = God’s Wisdom—Word
2) Interlude = Make Clear In Both NT & OT =Biblical Grounds For Divorce =Adultery—Abandonment—Abuse
a) As Much As God Hates Divorce  Allows & Provides For In Certain Situations  Talk To Pastor—Elder
b) Never Encourage = To Stay In Abusive Situation = Physical Abuse = Crime = Speak To Pastor
c) Determine If Grounds = If Separation = Advisable  Get Help—Counsel—Wisdom = Talk W/ Pastor
3) Aside From Exceptions of Infidelity & Abuse = Bible Strong Vision of Marriage = Picture of Christ & Church
4) So First & Most Important Thing For Right & Strong Relat/ At Home = Right & Strong Relat/ W/ LORD
a) Love Him First = Able By His Grace To Love Our Neighbor = My Friends = Closest Neighbor = Spouse
b) When Invest In Relat/ W/ God = Listening To Word = Loving—Serving—Obeying Him = Spiritual Health
c) Bring Spiritual Health & Vitality To Our Marriage—Our Home = Strength To Labor W/ Heart At Home
5) (8-10) Make Them Positive = (8) Stay Far From Forbidden Woman = But Press In To Your Wife—Husband
a) Press In = Move Towards Spouse = Physically—Emotionally—Spiritually = If You’ve Withdrawn Heart
b) Time To Bring It Home = Where It Belongs = Work Together = Make House = A Home For Your Heart
6) (9-10) Not Give Honor—Time—Strength—Labor To Others =Bring Home =Honor—Time—Strength=Spouse
a) Invest At Home—Give Strength & Labor—In Your Marriage = Why? Bec/ You Promised—Made Vows
b) Mal. 2:14—“The LORD was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.” = Made Promises To Your Spouse
7) (15-19) Beautiful =Keep Your Heart At Home  Metaphor of Well—Fountain =Home—Marriage—Spouse
a) Drink From Own Well—Not Go Abroad = Seek Satisfaction At Home = W/ Spouse = Not Strangers
b) (19) Let Your Spouse Be Your Delight = Be Intoxicated Always In Her Love (His) = Keep Heart At Home
8) Not Always Easy  Marriage Long—Life Can Be Hard = Sinners = Easy Drift—Roots of Bitterness Grow
a) Which Exactly Why = Pleads W/ Son = Guard Heart Press In At Home = Move Towards= Over & Over
9) Heard Some Say = Tried & Tried = How Many Times Do Have To Try? = Can Hear =Words of Jesus To Peter
a) Matt. 18:21-22—"Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?" [How Many Times] Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times”
b) Hear Me = Talking @ Difficult Marriages = Not Abusive Ones = Either Case = May Need To Seek Help
10) Look To Your Heart = Attitude & Choices Flow Heart God Says =Turn Towards Her Again—Press In Again
a) Move Towards Her = Spend Time—Listen—Give Attention—Talk—Work Thru—Repent—Forgive
b) Do Chores Together—Cook & Clean Up Together—Get Away Together = Press In—Move Towards
c) Date—Go Out—Go For Walk—Sit On Deck W/ Cup Of Coffee = Sit Close On Couch—Hold Hands
d) Touch Her—Tell Her = Love Her Every Day—Pray W/ Her—For Her = Pray About Marriage W/ Her
e) Choose Her Again & Again = Rejoice In Wife of Youth—Be Intoxicated W/ Her = God Gave Her To You
11) If Stuck = Get Counseling & Help = Get It Now  Not Let Simmer & Stew = Mistake To Wait Too Long
12) Circle W/ Fidelity In Middle = Faithfulness To Covenant Promises Before God = Vows To Honor & Cherish
a) Fulfill Our Vows = Validates & Strengthens Ministry—Witness For Christ = Blesses Church
b) Blesses My Wife = Children—Grandchildren—Friends = Brings Strength—Health—Wholeness To Soul
13) Started By Saying = Spiritual Metaphor = Need To Cultivate & Kindle Love In Relat/ W/ God—Jesus 
a) Move Towards Him—Press In = Give My Attention—My Heart = Find Grace To Be His Man In My Home
14) Tremper Longman—“The Best defense against committing adultery is as strong Offense in Marriage”
