Proverbs 4:14-27	                       Keep Your Heart Vigilantly
1
First, The Wide Path Leads To Destruction (16-17)
1) Many People = Surprised To Find Out = Jesus Talked Great Deal About Reality of Hell = Warned Hearers
a) Mark 9:43-44—“If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. = Unquenchable = Eternal Punishment
b) Literal? = Possibly Not = Not Sure = But = Whatever Its Reality = Images Convey = Eternal Tragedy
c) Not = Easy Truth = But Jesus Teaches So Clearly—Often = To Follow Jesus = Believe Him = Teach Truth
2) Matt. 7:13-14—"Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, [same described as Unquenchable Fire] and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few= Broad—Easy Road=To Destruc
a) Proverbs Saying = What Jesus Saying = Path of Our Lives =Leads Somewhere= Paths Have Destinations
3) This Why (14) Says = “Do Not Enter Path of Wicked—Not Walk In Way of the Evil” = Path Goes Somewhere
a) (15) Repeats Warning = How Many Ways Can Say It = Avoid It—Not Go On It—Turn Away—Pass On 
4) (16-19) Show Us = Paths = Progressive = Move Forward = Get Worse & Worse = OR Better & Better
a) Last Week Said = Thoughts Become Actions—Become Habits—Become Character = Progression Of Life
b) More Think & Act In Certain Ways = More Ingrained = Become Who We Are = Being Formed
5) (16) Wicked Not Sleep Unless = Done Wrong = Become Part of Day = Habitual = Part of Who They Are
a) (16) Robbed of Sleep = Unless Made SOMEONE ELSE Stumble = Need To Persuade—Coax Others To Join
b) Not Enough To Embrace Path of Evil = Life In Rebellion @ God = Want Approval—Want Others
c) Not Enough To Do Selves = FB Pages—Parades—Shape Culture & Policy = To Legitimize = Maximize
6) (17) Eat & Drink Wickedness = Feed On It = You Are What You Eat = Eat What We Enjoy = Shapes Our Lives
a) Their Food Every Day = Means =Way of Life—Path Taking—Road Traveling = Where They Are Going
b) Deut. 8:3—“Man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD = One Path Feeds On Wickedness = Leads To Destruction  Other On Words of God= Life
7) Wickedness = All That Contrary To Word of God = Resists & Rebels Against God = Not Submit To Creator
a) To Feast On Wickedness = To Enjoy & Practice Those Things = Contrary To Character & Word of God
8) Scripture Has Made So Very Clear = Path of Rebellion Against God = One Destination—One Destiny
a) Rom. 1:18—“The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.” = Wide & Easy Road = Leads To Destruction

Second, The Narrow Path Grows Brighter & Brighter (18-19)
1) What Contrast Is The Path of Rtness  		If Wickedness = All That Contrary To God & Word
a) Rtness = All That Aligned W/ God & Word = Way of Life = Conformed & Conforming To God’s Word
2) (18) Path of Rteous = Also Progressive = At Outset = Like Light of Dawn = When Darkness First Passes
a) When Person Turns Heart Back To God Their Creator In Love & Worship = Turn From Darkness To Light
b) (2:13) “who forsake the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness” = Rtness = Walk In Light
c) Light = Truth—God’s Wisdom= When Walk W/ God = Able To See = Path Gets Brighter & Brighter!
d) Increasing Rtness—Growing Blessedness—Happiness—Joy = Living In Harmony W/ Creator of Souls
3) (18) Way Of Rtness = Becomes Brighter & Brighter Until Full Day = Maturing In Wisdom = Destiny In Glory
a) Paul Picks Up On These Themes = Eph. 5:6-8—“The wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” = Light In Lord Jesus—Walk Travel Path of Light= As Children Of
4) (19) Way of Wicked =Deep Darkness—Pitch Black = Not Know What = Stumble Over = Know Not What Do
a) Not See = Wickedness Of Their Way = Know Not What Their End Will Be = Where Their Path Leads 
5) But God Has Made Way For Sons of Disobedience To Return To Him & To Light = By Faith In Lord Jesus Xp
a) Can Be Light = In The Lord = Matt 4:16—Applies Is. 9:2 To Jesus—The people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, & for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned
b) John 1 = Jesus = The Light Shines In darkness = When = In Xp By Faith = Become Children of Light
c) 1 John 1:7—“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” = Light Dawns When By Faith In Jesus = Sins Forgiven
d) Start To Follow Jesus = Travel Down Path of Rtness = As Love—Serve—Obey Jesus & His Word
6) Grow Brighter & Brighter As Become More & More Like Him =Sanctified By His Grace =Growing In Wisdom
a) 2 Cor. 3:18—“We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another=Brighter & Brighter=Full Day=Appear W/Him In Glory
b) Matt. 13:43—“The righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father”
c) Dan. 12:3—“Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”

Third, So Choose Your Path Carefully & Deliberately (20-22)
1) (20-22) Father = Reiterates Importance of What Trying To Tell Children = Matter of Eternal Life OR Death
2) (20) My Children =Be Attentive To My Words = What Trying To Tell You—Incline Your Ear—Listen To Me
a) Parents Labor To Train Up Children = In Way = Should Go = But Children = You Must Ultimately Choose
3) (21) Keep This Knowledge of Life & Death Close To You = Keep It In sight—Keep It In Your Heart
a) IOW = Absorb What I Am Saying = Internalize Truth So That = Becomes The Way In Which See World
4) Keep Truth Close = Bec/ Path of Wicked = Not Off In Distance Somewhere = Will Pass It Every Day
a) When Turn On TV—Computer—Friends May Entice—Or Alone W/ Thoughts—Scrolling Social Media
5) (22) Remember Words of God = Life To Those Who Find = Healing To Flesh = Bring Wholeness To Your Life
a) Must Choose Light & Life Every Moment—Every Day = Not Once = But Over & Over Again
6) As Parents = Want To Take Hold Of Our Children = Make Them See = Make Them Make Right Choices
a) Protect Them = But All Can Do = Teach Them = My Child = Please, Hear What Trying To Tell You =Pray

Finally, How To Stay On Right Path (23-27)
1) (23) Keep Your Heart W/ All Vigilance = Above Every Guarding—Guard Your Heart = More Than Anything
a) The Reason? = Springs of Life Flow From Your Heart = Source = of Every Thought—Word—Deed
2) (24) Put Away Crooked Speech—Devious Talk = These Flow From Heart  Must Go To Source For Healing
a) Prov 15:7—"The lips of the wise spread knowledge; not so the hearts of fools” =Lips & Heart =Parallel
b) Matt. 12:34—"How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.” = To Control Your Mouth =Your Heart Must Be Mastered = By Word—Presence of God
c) Proverbs & Jesus Concerned About = What Abundant In Our Hearts = Bec/ Life Flows Out From Center
3) Words & Actions = Start As Thoughts = So Internal Life =Needs To Be Shaped By Word of God = Spirit of Xp
4) (25-27) Look Directly Forward—Straight Ahead—Ponder Path—Not Swerve Either Way = Path of Wisdom
a) Wisdom = Comes To Us Thru Word Of God = So Not Look At Culture—Secular World—Friends—Media
5) Our Hearts Protected By Wisdom Of God’s Words & Ways = Gracious Presence & Power of HS
a) Our Thoughts—Words—Actions Will Rise Out of Abundance of Wisdom of God’s Word Stored In Heart
6) Heart == Totality of Inner Person = Thought Life—Emotions—Affections == Who You Are—What You Love
a) Our Attitudes—Words—Actions == All Simply Express & Reveal Your Heart == Who You Are On Inside
7) First & Greatest Commandment  To Love Lord Your God = W/ All Heart—Soul—Mind—Strength 
a) Lays Claim To Us Heart & Soul == Totality of Inner Person == Bec/ From Here == All of Life Flows
b) The Great & First Command  Second Like It = Love Neighbor = Words & Actions = Not Be Reversed!
c) Abraham Kuyper—“The first command guarantees the second, but…the reversal of order is fatal.”
8) On Feb 12, 2014 == Corvette Museum Swallowed By Sinkhole == $5 Million Damage == 8 Classic Cars
a) Sinkhole = Underground Springs Dry Up = What Was Underneath Supporting Surface  Drains Away
b) Ground—Crust = No Longer Support What Built On Surface = Ground Collapses = Inner Void
9) Most Important Thing @ You == What’s Underneath—Hidden = Heart = Supports Rest of Your Life
10) You & I Live In 2 Worlds =Inner Private World Outer Public =Inner World Most Important =God’s Temple
