Prov 4:1-15	                       The Does & Don’ts Of Wisdom
1
First, The Do’s of Wisdom (1-15)
1) (1) Father Addresses Sons = Plural  Ultimately All Sons & Daughters  God Given Parents Responsibility
a) Need To Always Remember That Parent’s Authority = Channel To Communicate God’s Will To Next Gen
b) (3:11-12) Not Despise Lord’s Discipline = Not Just Instruction & Discipline = Channel For God’s Word
c) Parents = Both Responsibility & Authority = Disciple Their Children = Teach Them To Love God’s Word
2) (3-4) Teacher Speaks Of Own Experience = Under Tender Care of His Father = Apple of His Mother’s Eye
a) Passing On What Learned From Own Father = Grandfather = Loved & Instructed—Disciplined & Taught
1) (4) Grandfather Speaks = Exhortation To Each Generation Essentially Same = Father & Grandfather
b) (1-2) Hear & Be Attentive—Gain Insight = Not Forsake It = Not Ignore—Reject—Walk Away From Truth
c) (4) Grandfather Says = Hold Fast—Keep—Live!  Wisdom Pictured Like Bride=Let Your Heart Hold Fast
3) Unconventional = Take Couplets Apart = One Half = Call To Do Something = Other Half = Not Do Something
4) [bookmark: _Hlk212876711](5) Start W/ Do’s = Get Wisdom—Get Insight = Pay For—Cost—Dowry = Obtain Her = Make Her Your Own
a) Pay Price = This How It Is W/ Jesus = Parable = Sell All That You Own = To Obtain = Whole Heart—Life
b) Phil. 3:8-9—"I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ” = Lose Everything = To Gain Christ = Make Him Our Own
5) (6) When You Do Get Her = Love Her  Not Enough To Have Her—Know Truth = Heart Must Belong To Her
a) If Love Her = Attentive To Hear = To Listen To Lover Of Your Soul = Lead Us = Way Everlasting 
b) John 14:15—"If you love me, you will keep my commandments” = Love Story = 
c) Heart Attitude Towards God’s Words & Commands = Wisdom & Ways = Response of Love—Love Him
d) Receive Scripture Like Love Letter = God In Grace Making Self Known To Us—Opening Heart To Us
e) Sending His Own Son = Whoever Believes & Loves Him = Not Perish Done Road of Folly = Live
6) (7) Beginning of Wisdom Is This = Must Get Wisdom—Whatever Else Get In Life = Get Insight
a) Tautology =Beginning of It = Get It  Saying= Beginning Of Being Wise Person = Absorb Wise Teaching
b) Not Think—Act—Live Wisely = Until Embrace & Learn Truth of God’s Word = Only Then Can Apply It
c) Rom. 7:7—"I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, "You shall not covet”
d) Must Know Truth—Wisdom @ Coveting = Only Then = Learn Guard Heart = Certain Situations & Avoid
e) Must Know = How Gossip Harms People—Causes Conflict—Destroys Relat/ =Then Guard My Tongue
f) True For Our Children = Even Before Fully Understand = Teach & Train In Way Of Wisdom = Begins
7) (8) When Get Her Prize Her—Treasure Her—Embrace—Hold Her Close = Most Valuable Thing In World
8) (10) So Hear—Accept = (13) Keep Hold = Maintain Constant & Close Relat/—Connection = Like Marriage
9) (15) Stay On Right Path = Avoid Path of Wicked—Not Go On It—Do Turn Away From—Do Pass It By
a) One Key To Keeping Close Connection At Home  Avoid Giving Your Heart Anywhere Else
b) These Encouragements To Stay Faithful = Means Danger Not Far Away = Way Out There Somewhere
c) Pass Fork In Road 100 Times/Day = Turn Eyes—Guard Hearts—Pass It By = Take Long Way = Avoid It
d) Forks In Road—Choices = When Wisdom Stored In Hearts = Help Us To Stay On Right Path = Turn Away
10) Hear & Be Attentive—Get Wisdom & Insight = Pay Price—Love & Treasure Her—Hold & Keep = Turn Away

Second, The Don’ts of Wisdom (5-15)
1) Balanced W/ Series of Don’ts = Warnings To Protect @ Unintentional & Intentional Loss of Wisdom
2) (2, 5 & 6) Intentional = (2) Not Forsake Teaching (5) Not Forsake Her (6) Not Turn Away From Her
a) Forsake—Turn Away = From Father’s Wisdom—His Commands = What Is Rteous—Good—True
b) Warns Child = Not To Deliberately Turn Backs On What They Were Taught = Not Reject The Truth
3) (5) Unintentional = Not Forget Her = Thru Inattention—Laziness—Distraction = Give Her Your Attention
a) This Probably Greater Danger = Simply Be Seduced By Ways of World = Sucked In To Foolishness
b) When Our Attention On Foolish Things = Simply Lose Sight of Truth = What’s Important = Drift Away
4) (13) No Let Her Go = Not Let Her Out of Your Sight = Must Consciously Hang On To Her
a) Friends At School—Stuff Read Online—Corporate Culture = Tempt Us To Embrace What Is Foolish
b) Forks In Road Every Day = Must Know Wisdom = To Choose & Act Wisely = Cling to Wisdom
5) (14) Not Enter Path of Wicked = Not Walk In Way of Evil = Not Go After Other Woman = Folly
6) (15) Not Go On it = Turn Away = Avoid It = Steer Clear Of Evil = All That = Contrary To God & His Word
7) Strong—Repeated Exhortations = Cling To & Avoid = Speak To Strength of Forces = Work To Pull Us Away
a) Deliberate Attention—Diligence—Effort = To Keep Grasp On Wisdom = Stay On Path of Rteous
b) Sometimes Direct Temptations = Cheat—Lie—Gossip—Steal = Also General Drift of Lazy—Inattentive
8) Life Series Of Choices = They Say = Person Makes 35,000 Choices Every Day = Starting W/ Snooze Button
a) Series of Do’s & Don’t = Give Us Wisdom = Renew Minds =So Say Yes = To Right Things  No To Wrong
b) Choices =Sow Thought = Reap An Action  Action = Habit  Habit = Character  Character = Destiny
c) Way of Life = Determined by Thoughts—Choices—Habits = Things We Choose = Do & Don’t Do
9) Rom. 6:11-13—“You also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness.” = Holy No = Holy Yes
10) Dead To Sin—To Folly = Alive To God In Xp = Beginning of Wisdom = Get This Wisdom In Our Souls

Finally, Christ Is Your Life (1-13)
2) Throughout Lecture = Encouragements = As To Why = Should Choose Wisdom = Turn Away From Folly
a) Seen Similar Lists = In Previous Chapters = Reached Something of Summary = Going To Get Practical
3) (4) Keep His Word = You Will Live = Says Over & Over = Not Just Matter Of Right Living = But Life & Death
4) (6) If You Will Not Turn Back On Her—Love Her = She Will Guard—Protect You = Keep Your Soul Safe
5) (8) If You Prize & Honor Her = She Will Exalt & Honor You = If Live According To God’s Way = Blessing
6) (9) She Will Place On Your Head = Garland—Beautiful Crown = Tokens of Favor = Attractive & Honoring
7) (10) Hear & Accept = Years of Your Life Will Be Many = Obedience Prolongs Life = Ultimately Forever
a) Bec/ Path That We Are On = Goes Somewhere = Way of Life = Has Direction = Destination—Destiny
b) So Thru Out These Chapters = Life Pictured = Choice Betw/ Paths = Can Go This Way = Or That Way
8) (11) Taught Way of Wisdom & Path of UpRtness = Straight—Even Path = Envisions Life As Journey
9) (12) So Says = If Follow Path of Wisdom = Walk Unhindered = At Times = Will Run—Not Stumble
a) If Take Straight—Smooth Way = (14) Not Wicked & Evil Way = Journey Will Be Safer & Easier
b) Metaphor For Moral—Godly Life = Easier—Safer—Truer Life = If Follow God’s Wisdom—God’s Ways
c) If Follow = Way of God’s Truth We Will Live = John 14:6—"I am the way, and the truth, and the life”
10) Only Way to Destination We All Desire = Thru Him = Come To The Father = To Heaven = To Eternal Life
a) Matt. 16:24-25—"Jesus told his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” = Jesus Says = I Am The Way—Truth—Wisdom—Life
b) Come After Me = Follow Me = Walk In My Way = First Must Get Wisdom = Gain Xp Be Found In Him
c) Put Our Faith & Trust In Lord Jesus As Our Savior = Enter Into Way Of Life = Begin To Follow Him
d) When We Walk In Path Of Xp—Walk W/ Xp—Towards Xp = Walk Unhindered—Run Never Stumble
11) (13) Not Let Her Go = She Is Your Life  	If We Love & Embrace Her—Cling to Her Stay On Her Path = Live
a) All of This Points To Jesus = Embodies All of Wisdom of God = Who Offered To Us As Way of Life
b) Remarkable For Jesus To Say = I Am The Way—Truth—Life = Thru Faith In Xp = He Becomes Our Life
c) Col. 3:3-4—“Your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory” = Jesus = Wisdom of God For Life & Salvation = By Faith = He Is Your Life
d) When Walk W/ Him = Follow Him = Destiny—Destination = We Also Will Appear W/ Him In Glory

