Prov 3:9-10	                       Honor the Lord With Your Wealth
1
First, The LORD Is Worthy of All Honor (9)
1) If New—Visiting = Want You To Know = Not Talk @ Money Very Often  Budget Season = When In Text
a) Today Its Both =  Wealth—Assets—Money = Very Important Topic To God’s People = Why?
b) Bec/ Jesus & Rest of Scripture Address Topic Frequently = So Important Topic For Discipleship
c) Luke 16:13—"You cannot serve God & money Significant Statement = Demands Deliberate Choice
2) Tells Us = Money & Wealth Real Rival For Human Worship= Real Heart Concern = For God’s People
3) Not New In NT = Integral To Life Of God’s People = From 1st Pages of Bible = Abe & Melchizedek = Priest
a) Giving of Firstfruits & Tithes = Built Into Constitutional Law of People of God = Part of Their Identity
b) Reminded This Morning = Our Attitude Towards God & Money = Important Matter of Biblical Wisdom
4) (5) Called To Trust In Covenant LORD W/ All Of Our Hearts (6) Called To Acknowledge Him In All Our Ways
a) That Is = Know Him In Every Aspect & Situation of Life = Not Be Wise In Own Eyes =Fear—Worship Him
5) Then Singles Out = Particular Area In Which = His People Are To Know & Acknowledge Him = Wealth
6) Prov. 3:9—"Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce” = Reverence Him
a) Of All Places = Should Know & Honor Him = Wealth & Money = Bec/ Not Honor / Serve Two Masters
b) Either We’ll Seek To Use God To Get $$  Use $$ To Honor God  What = At Stake = Honor of God
7) Crucial Concern Here & Everywhere = Heart To Honor God = Not Heart To Get Rich = Honor= Reverence
a) 1 Tim. 6:9-10—“Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. The love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.” = Temptation To Love & Serve Money = Rather Than Loving & Honoring God W/$$
b) When Our Love—Desire—Craving = For Money—Wealth = God = Displaced & Dishonored = 
8) So What Should Motive = Lie At Bottom Of Our Hearts In All Our Ways= Desire For Honor & Glory of God
9) Why Money & Wealth = Singled Out For Honor of God = Why Called—Commanded = To Honor Him Here
a) Why Does Jesus = Talk About It So Often = Call Our Hearts To Choose Betw/ Service of God Or Money
b) Bec/ Real Rival For Our Hearts = So Much Of Our Lives Revolve Around It = Getting—Saving—Spending
10) Its Important But 1st Love Belongs To God  We’re Made By Him & For Him = Designed To Find Satisfaction In Him
a) If God = Not Master Passion In Our Hearts & Lives  We Will Serve—Be Enslaved To Something Else
11) Proverbial = Follow $$ = If Followed Our Money—Wealth = What Would It Show? = Who Do We Honor?
12) God In His Grace = Calls & Frees Us To Honor Him W/ Our Wealth = For Good—Health—Safety= Own Souls

Second, Honor The LORD With Your Wealth (9)
1) Should Be Clear = Wealth Not Problem = God Gives Wealth = Many Of Gods People = Quite Wealthy 
a) Jesus & Apostles Had Wealthy Women Benefactors = Supported Jesus During Earthly Ministry
2) Last Week Quoted = G. Campbell Morgan—"Godlessness is life lived without reference to God”
a) Problem = When Use Our Wealth W/ Out Reference To God  When Finances @ Us = Not @ God
3) Jesus Tells Parable =Rich Fool = Not Bec/ Rich = But Bec/ Not Honor God W/ Wealth—Lk. 12:18-21—"I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry." 'But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God."
a) Jesus Not Pull Any Punches = Man’s Wealth Not Problem = Not Rich Towards God = In God’s Direction
b) Attitude Towards Life—Wealth—Retirement =Has No Reference To God = Self-Centered= Not God-Cen
4) Not Honor God W/ Wealth = Financial Life Lived W/ Out Reference To God = Not Know God In Wealth
a) Heart Issue=1 John 2:15—“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him= Concern = Our Love =Who Or What Has First Love? = 
5) Jesus Said = Luke 12:34—"Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also =Follow $$ =Find The Heart
6) So What Does Look Like To Honor LORD W/ Our Wealth = (10) Parallel To = Firstfruits Of All Your Produce
a) Every Jew= Understands =Tithe of Firstfruits = Of All That God Has Given = Firstfruits—Off Top—Best
b) What God Saying = Not Our Scraps & Leftovers After Indulging Selves= Firstfruits= Come Off Top
c) In OT = One Way Of Acknowledging Every Good Thing From God = Source of All = Tithe Firstfruits
d) 2 Chr. 31:5—“The people of Israel gave in abundance the firstfruits of grain, wine, oil, honey, and of all the produce of the field. And they brought in abundantly the tithe of everything” = First Tenth
e) 1st! = If Give God Leftovers =Reveals What We Think @God  David = Not Offer To God =Cost Nothing
7) Mal. 3:8—“You are robbing me. But you say, 'How have we robbed you?' In your tithes & contributions
8) Lot of Debate = Whether Tithe Still Binding =Not Right Question = Should We Still Honor God W/ Wealth?
a) Clear = Wealth One of Currencies = By Which Show—Demonstrate Our Honor—Reverence For LORD
b) God = Prying Our Fingers Off = One of Central Rivals For Our Hearts = Literally Currency Of Worship
c) If People Followed Our Money = Would See God = Our Greatest Treasure = Serve Him = Not Money
9) Who—What =Greatest Treasure =Begs Question =Have Given Your Heart To Jesus Christ =Put Faith In Him
a) Before God Calls Us To Give = Single Thing = Offers Us Everything = Freely Offers Himself To Us
b) 1 Cor. 3:21-23—“All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, & you are Christ's, & Christ is God's= W/ Xp Infinitely Wealthy
c) He Is Treasure of Universe—Of Eternity = Freely Offered To Each Of Us = Is He Your Treasure This Morn
10) When He Is = Seek Him First = Everything Else Falls Into Place  Jesus Says = Matt. 6:3—“Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you = Provides For His Children

Finally, You Cannot Outgive God! (10)
1) (10) Treasure Him = “Then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine”
a) Grain & Wine = Food & Drink = Serves As Metonymy = Your Total Produce = Increase God Given
b) Honor Him (9) Firstfruits of All of Your Produce = Filled & Bursting = Overflowing W/ God’s Blessing
2) Note Up Front = Wine Here = Just That =Wine = Vats Bursting—Overflowing W/ Wine = Sign Of = Blessing
a) Common In Past To Argue = That Alcohol = Evil = Wine In Bible Must Have Been Non-Alcoholic
b) Irrefutably Proven = Wine At This Time 10-15% = Know This Bec/ Of All Warnings @ Drunkenness
c) Most References In Bible = Positive  Jesus Self Creates Wine To Rescue Wedding Feast = Blessing
d) Num. 28:7—"In the Holy Place you shall pour out a drink offering of strong drink to the LORD”= Beer
e) Deut. 14:26—Feast of Tithe—If Not Bring Produce—Bring Money = “Spend the money for whatever you desire—oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the LORD your God and rejoice” =Warns @Drunk Eph. 5:18—“Do not get drunk with wine”
3) What God Saying = When We Are Faithful = He Is Always More Faithful Than We Can Hope Or Imagine
a) Waltke—“The argument assumes that the Creator of life will reward the true worshiper by sustaining his life”= IOW =Not Outgive God!  Worship Thru Giving = Not Impoverish Us = God Will Provide
b) Mal. 3:10—"Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.” = Give In Faith = God Will Give What We Need
c) NT = Paul Makes Same Point = 2 Cor. 9:6-8—"The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work = Cheerfully Give Believing = All Sufficiency In All Things At All Times
4) End of Parable of Talents = Those Used Master’s Resources Wisely = Received More Resources To Manage
a) Matt. 25:21—"Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master” =Faithful W/ What Given = Give More =So We Give More
5) If Not Where Want To Be = Make A Plan = Over Next Several Years = As God Enables = Step By Step= Honor
6) Could Debate Whether Specific Percentage = But Core Issue = Heart Issue = Attitude of Honor & Worship
