Prov 3:13-26	                       A Tree of Life
1
First, Wisdom Is Precious Beyond Measure (13-17)
1) Father Continues = To Call His Children To Obtain—Never Let Go Of His Teaching = Wisdom = God’s
a) Call To Faith = To Believe In Truth = Believe That God’s Ways = Right Way = True Blessing Found Here
b) So Wisdom Treasure = Precious Beyond Measure = Bestowing Richest of Gifts To Finders
2) First Word of (13) = Blessed  Last Word of (18) = Blessed = Bookends = Hold Section Together
3) (13) So Begins W/ Beatitude =Blessed =Person Who = Finds Wisdom—Understanding = Supremely Happy
a) True Wisdom = Something We Find = If Seek It = Not Something Make Up = Not Instinctive In Us
b) So Wisdom Found W/ Outward Look  Starts W/ Not Being Wise In Own Eyes = Seeking God’s Truth
c) Those Who Find Wisdom Of God = Blessed= Find Happiness = Meaning—Morality—Purpose—Hope
4) Everyone Wants To Be Happy = Driving Motivation Of Every Human Being = Life, Liberty—Pursuit Of Hap
a) Tragically = World Thinks Happiness Found = By Discovering & Expressing My Innermost Feelings
b) But Happiness Ultimately Found = Living In Alignment W/ Fabric of Universe = As God Created It
c) Universe = Divinely Designed—Givenness To Reality = It Is There = As God Is There = As Obj Reality
d) Universe = Given Moral Fabric = Expression of Creator’s Nature = Happiness Found In God’s Revelation
5) (13) Blessed = Person Finds—Obtains = Wisdom & Understanding Of God—As Creator & Savior of World
a) (9:10) The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight
b) Wisdom Begins W/ God = Humbly Seek Truth As Revealed In Father’s Word = Get Understanding
6) Happiness = Find & Be Reconciled = To God Who Made Us = Come To Know Him As Reveals Self In Word
a) John 8:31-32—"If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.“ = Free—Abundant—Happy Life = Found By Abiding In Truth Jesus’s Word
b) To Abide In His Word = Means Trust & Follow Him = When Align Our Lives W/ Word = This = Wisdom
c) Blessed—Happy = Person Not Lean On Own Understanding = Finds Wisdom & Understanding = Of God
7) (14-15) No Wonder = More Profitable = Silver—Gold—Precious Jewels  = Treasure Beyond Measure
a) Gold—Silver = Most Valuable Things In World= But Wisdom More Valuable =Obtain What Money Not
b) Money Puts Food On Table =Wisdom Creates Fellowship Money Buys House =Wisdom Makes Home
c) Money Buys Service = Wisdom Wins Respect  Money Buys People = Wisdom Cultivates Love
d) Prov. 16:16—"How much better to get wisdom than gold! To get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver.” = If Had To Choose = Better To Have Wisdom Than To Be Rich = More Blessed = Richer
e) Spend Wealth = Gone  But When Spend—Use Wisdom = Benefits—Happiness & Peace Increase
8) (16) Lady Wisdom = Like Queen = In Rt Hand = Long Life  In Left Hand = Riches & Honor = Abundant Life
a) Earthly Blessings In Proverbs = Point Beyond = To Spiritual Blessings = Life & Every Good Thing
9) (17) Her Ways = Pleasant  All Her Paths = Peace = Shalom—Wellbeing—Fullness—Wholeness
a) Fruits of Wisdom = Life Lived In Harmony W/ God—W/ Creation Order = Way God Made Things
b) Every Human Being Wants These Things = Searching For Happiness = God’s Wisdom Offers Freely
c) Blessed & Abundant Life = Wellbeing & Wholeness = Gifts of Wisdom Given Freely To All Who Find Her
10) Do You Seek = Those Things = More Valuable Than Gold = Seek Creator’s Wisdom = Revealed In His Word

Second, God’s Wisdom Is A Tree of Life (18-20)
1) (18) Lady Wisdom Stands = Arms Wide Holding Forth Gifts = For Those Who Lay Hold Of Her =Tree of Life 
a) Gen. 3:22—Adam & Eve Expelled So That Not “Take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever”
2)  (18) Wisdom = Tree of Life = When Eat From Her Fruit = She Is Life-Giving = Ultimately Eternal Life
a) Person Who Lays Hold Of Her—Holds Fast = Eternally Blessed—Happy Person Life Abundant
b) Why Do Parents Discipline Children = Help Them Find Wisdom = Life—Abundance—Happiness
3) Tree Of Life Lost In Garden = Obtained By Humbly Receiving = Words of Life = By Faith  Trust The Father
a) Jesus= Greater Than Solomon =Embodies Wisdom = Eternal Life Obtained By Humble Embrace of Xp
b) Fear of LORD =Heart Of Awe-Filled Love & Worship To God= Wisdom Begins When Love Him More Self
4) (19-20) Makes Clear = Wisdom More Than Human Insight = Very Wisdom = God Used In Creation
a) (19) God Created World W/ This Wisdom = By His Wisdom = Founded Earth—Established Heavens
i) Ps. 104:24—"O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made them all”
ii) Wisdom = Truth & Knowledge Used Rightly  In That Sense = Practical Know-How =Craftsmanship
b) God’s Wisdom = Defines All of Creation Order = Infused Into—Woven Into = Created By—His Wisdom
5) (20) By God’s Knowledge = Deeps Broke Open = Wells of Water  Dew—Rain Descend From Clouds
i) Waters The Earth = Sounds Note Of God’s Providential Care = Water Necessary To All Of Life
ii) God Sustains & Nourishes His Creation = So He Will Sustain & Nourish His Sons & Daughters
6) You Are What Eat  Come Eat From Tree of Life = Become Living Tree = Flourishing & Nourished By Word
a) Ps 1:2-3—"His delight is in the law of the LORD, [Word & Wisdom] and on his law he meditates day and night [Lays Hold & Holds Fast]. He is like a tree planted by streams of water [Welling Up From Deep] that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers”

Finally, Wisdom’s Precious Fruits (21-26)
1) (13) Find & Get Wisdom  (18) Lay Hold & Hold Fast  (21) Guard & Keep Wisdom = She Will Keep You
2) Last Section = (1) Heed Teaching  (2) So Dwell Secure  (3) W/Out Fear = Bec/ LORD = Our Confidence
3) (1) Heed Teaching = (21-22) Not Lose Sight Of Sound Wisdom & Discretion = Idea = Guard So Not Lose
a) Keep Sound Wisdom = Like Shepherd Keeps Sheep = Not Lose Sight = Guards W/ His Life
b) Waltke—“Signifies that constant and diligent attention must be given to the teaching, not neglecting or overlooking a single detail.” = Attention to Word of God = Ps 1 Meditates Day & Night = Not Lose Sight
c) Not Neglect Of Preaching—Reading—Studying = If We Do Lose Sight = Biblical & Theological Illiteracy
d) “The Holy Spirit is a force but is not a personal being.”  53% of Evang Agree = 6% Not Know = 6 In 10
e) “God created marriage to be between one man and one woman.” Only 65% Agree = 1 In 3 Disagrees
f) “Jesus was a great teacher, but he was not God” = 49% Agree—1 In 2 People = Disagree / Not Know
g) Church Losing Sight of Sound Biblical Wisdom & Truth = Wisdom = Rightly Applied Truth = Hold Fast
h) (22) If We Do =Life To Your Soul –Adornment For Neck = Inner & Outer Life—Beauty = Practical Rtness
4) (2) We Will Dwell Secure (23-24) Walk Securely = Foot Not Stumble  Metaphor For Life & Relationships
a) Ps. 119:105—"Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” = Walk Confidently—Safely
b) (24) When Lie Down = Not Be Afraid  Sleep Will Be Sweet  Stress & Concern = Not Disrupt Sleep
c) Walking—Lying Down—Sleeping = At All Times—All Situations = No Fear = Bec/ God W/ You
5) (3) No Fear Bec/ LORD = Our Confidence (25-26) =This Is How It Is =For Those Who Walk W/ God & Word
a) Not Need To Be Afraid of Sudden Terror = Ruin of Wicked = When Comes = This Ultimate & Final Fear
b) Not Any Calamity—Unforeseen Disaster = This = The Day of Calamity—Judgment = Day of The LORD
c) Those Who Stand Right W/ God = Embrace His Wisdom & Ways = Sleep Sweetly & W/ Out Fear
6) (26) The LORD Our Confidence—Our Trust = Trust In LORD W/ All of Our Heart = Live W/ Confidence
a) Waltke Suggests = Better Translation = LORD Will Be At Your Side = Right Beside You Day of Judgment
b) Ps. 118:6-7—"The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? The LORD is on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me = = Who Is Advocate At Our Side On Day
c) 1 John 2:1-2—"If anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins” = Our Hope On Day of Ruin = We Have An Advocate At Our Side
d) If Our Faith & Hope = In Jesus Xp Rteous = Propitiation For Sins = Died For Us = Pleads For Us
e) Able To Keep Us From Stumbling—From Falling = As Our Advocate = Able To Present Us Faultless
f) W/Out Fear = W/ Joy & Confidence  Find Him—Hold Fast To Him—Never Let Go Of Jesus = Bec/
7) Jude 1:24-25—"Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory [On Day of Ruin & Judgment] with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time & now and forever. Amen.
