Prov 3:11-12	                       God Disciplines In Love
1
First, Predestined & Conformed (11-12)
1) One Of Great Blessings of Xpian Faith = Biblical Worldview = Our Lives Flooded W/ Meaning & Purpose
a) Those Who Adopted As God’s Children = Thru Faith In Jesus Xp = Come Under God’s Fatherly Care
b) God’s Good Sovereign & Purposes = Govern Every Aspect Of Our Lives = Even Most Painful & Difficult
2) Paul Captures This = Rom. 8:28-29—“For those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son” = Purpose For Which God Calls Us = Conformity To Son—Lord Jesus
a) Sweeping—Incredible Promise = That God = At Work In All Things = For Good Purpose = Of Conforming
b) Every Difficulty—All Our Pain & Suffering = Woven Into Tapestry of God’s Purpose = Sanctifying Us
3) This Purposeful—Good Intent = Is True For Every Child of God = But Not True =For Those Outside of Christ
a) Promise = For Those Who Love God  Those Whom God Has Called Into Purpose of Christlikeness
4) Language Bible Uses To Describe = God’s Good—Sanctifying Work In His Children = Discipline & Correction
a) This What We See In Our Text This Morning = Two Couplets =  @  God’s Discipline   &   God’s Love

Second, Disciplined & Corrected (11)
1) (11) Addressed To My Son—My Child = Ultimately Addressed To Those Adopted Thru Faith In Jesus
2) (11) “do not despise LORD's discipline  be weary of his reproof  Despise/Weary—Discipline/Reproof
a) Despise = Reject—Take Lightly  Be Weary = Lose Heart—Become Discouraged = Speaking To Hearts
b) Why? Bec/ It Is LORD’s Discipline—LORD’s Reproof = Working All These Things = For Our Good
3) Should Recognize = God’s Idea Of Good =   May Differ   = More Interested In Our Holiness Than Comfort
a) God Thinks = Good For Us To Be Conformed To Image of His Son = So = Disciplines & Corrects
b) So When Difficult & Painful Things Come Into Lives =Know God’s Purpose =Not Reject—Not Lose Heart
4) James 1:2-5—"Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God”
a) Speaks To Our Hearts =Calls For Joy =Why? Bec/ Know God Working =Refining—Shaping—Conforming
b) Various Trials = Produce = Steadfastness—Perseverance = Which He Says = Completes = Perfects Us
c) In Sense of Spiritual Maturity—Conformity To Christ = James Says All Of This = Matter of Wisdom
5) Thomas Brooks—“Before Corn be ripened it needs all kinds of weather. The husbandman is glad of showers as well as sunshine; rainy weather is troublesome, but sometimes the season requires it.” Spurgeon Comments—“God, who knows best how to ripen both corn and men, orders all things according to the counsel of his will, and it is our wisdom to believe in the infallible prudence which arranges all the details of a believing life. ‘All things work together for good” = Sunshine & Rain Necessary To Ripen
a) It Is Our Wisdom = To Understand & Believe = To Not Despise—Reject = Not Lose Heart Grow Weary
6) These 2 Verses = Quoted In Heb 12 = Which Is = Essentially Exposition Of These 2 Verses = Explains Them
a) Heb. 12:5—“Have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? =Daughters = Quotes Prov
b) Speaks Of Discipline of Earthly Fathers = How Parents Discipline Their Children = For Their Own Good
c) [bookmark: _Hlk210996124]Heb. 12:9-11—"Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live?...he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.”
7) God Using All Things = Train Us For Our Good = Painful In Moment = But Yield = Harvest Of Rtness
a) Encourages Us To Endure All Things = As Discipline = God’s Purposeful Work of Conforming Us To Xp

Third, Loved & Accepted (12)
1) (12) “for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights.” = Accepts
a) If You Put Your Faith In Lord Jesus Christ = Become Adopted Child of God = Abide In Fatherly Care
b) Rom. 8:15-16—“You did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father! The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God" = No Fear = In All of Life = Spirit Enables Our Souls = To Cry Abba!
c) So Get To Experience Life As His Children = Loves Us Like Father Loves His Children = Abide In His Love
d) John 15:9—"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love” = How Has Loved Son
2) Do You Know = In Deep Places of Your Soul = God Loves You As His Very Own Child? = On Your Side
a) 1 John 3:1—Expresses This Wonder = "See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are = Behold! = Kind—Manner of Love =Father Given To You & Me
3) (12) And Father Reproves—Disciplines Child He Loves = Son In Whom Delights = Destined For Conformity
a) Discipline—Correction—Various Trials—Suffering of Life = Shaped By Purpose of Loving Father
b) Prov 22:15—"Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him”
c) When Have Eyes To See = Father’s Loving Hand On Rod = Help Us To Bear Up = Patience & Endurance
4) Bec/ Know = Trials of Various Kinds = Not Tokens Of Anger—Not Punishment Of Sin = Gracious Discipline
a) God’s Good Purpose—Intention = In All Things = Mature Us = Shape & Conform As Sons & Daughters
b) Charles Spurgeon—“All His corrections are sent in love to purify you and to draw you closer to Himself.”
5) So As Obedient Children = Not Despise Or Reject = Father’s Discipline = Not Lose Heart = Father Loves Us

Finally, Looking & Running
1) Heb. 12  Says = “For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant” = Discipline Not Easy
a) Scripture Not Making Light Of Suffering & Sorrow We Go Thru  So How Do We Endure W/ Joy
2) Heb 12 Calls Us To Look To Jesus As We Run Our Race = Fix Our Eyes On Jesus = Who Suffered & Endured
a) Heb 12:2—“Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God”
b) Founder of Our Faith=Who Called Us According To His Purpose =Brought Us To Faith As God’s Children
c) Perfecter of Faith = Who Is At Work In All Things = Shaping & Conforming Us = Bringing Us To Maturity
3) Look To Him—Look To Jesus = Who Looked To The Joy Before Him = When Endured Cross = Suffered
a) Looking To Joy of Accomplished Work Of Our Redemption = To His Seat At Right Hand = Work = Done
4) Look To Jesus = Both As Example = Of One Who Ran—Suffered—Endured = For Joy Set Before Him
a) Also Look To Him = As Source of Strength—Hope—Joy = Resources We Need = To Run Our Race
5) Col. 1:11—"May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father = Where Is = Strength & Power For Endurance & Joy
a) Our Loving Father Who Calls Us According To His Purpose = Able To Strengthen W/ All Power
b) Walk Close To Jesus = Abide In His Love = Pray W/ Paul = Not Just For Power = But Ask For Wisdom
6) Newton—The Christian "submits to his providential will: he yields to his sovereignty, acquiesces in his wisdom; he knows he has no right to complain of anything, because he is a sinner; and he has no reason, because he is sure the Lord does all things well.” = All Things For Our Good = For Our Growth & Maturity
7) Let Us Not Despise His Discipline = Or Grow Weary Under Rod = But In Wisdom Let Us Submit & Trust
8) Quote From Sarah Edwards—Jonathan’s Wife = When Learned Of His Death From Experimental Vaccine
a) Sarah Edwards—"What shall I say?  A holy and good God has covered us with a dark cloud.  O that we may kiss the rod, and lay our hands on our mouths!  The Lord has done it.  He has made me adore his goodness, that we had him so long.  But my God lives; and he has my heart.  O what legacy my husband, and your father, has left us!  We are all given to God; and there I am, and love to be”
b) There May We Love To Be = In Hands of Holy & Good God
