Proverbs 3:1-8	                       In All of Your Ways, Acknowledge Him!
1
First, Obey God From the Heart (1,3)
1) Father Urging Children = Give Whole Selves To God = Cast All of Their Hopes & Dreams—Fears & Desires
a) Profound Call = Stop Trusting In Selves = Utterly & Completely Trust In LORD = Walk W/ Him In All Life
2) (1) Begins Reminding =Not Forget His Teaching—What Look Like =Our Hearts Keeping His Commandments
a) Central Focus of Wisdom=What Is In Heart Internal—Willing Alignment=Our Heart’s W/ God's Heart
b) That Our Will = Does His Will = Not Just Bec/ God Commands = Bec/ We Want To = Our Hearts Agree
c) So Not Slavish Obedience—Not Formal Outward Compliance—Not Just Sense of Duty = Internal Desire
d) From Heart =Out of Love & FOL = Awesome Reverence For God = Desire To Please Him As Our Father
3) (3) This Change of Heart Expressed = “Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you” = Do Not Forget
a) Steadfast Love & faithfulness = Essence of Teaching = Covenant Words = Reflect Very Character of God
b) Waltke—"The combined Metonymies summarize the essence of the father’s commands” = The Crown
c) Love & Faithfulness = Summarize All Fathers Teaching & Commands  Which Should Sound Familiar
d) Mat 22:40—Love God & Neighbor="On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets
4) Remember = Not Forget = Character of God = Communicated To Us Through His Word = Cherish It
a) Illustrates = “Bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart = Make = Part of You
b) Around Neck = Outward Adornment = W/ Words & Deeds That Everyone Can See = Beautify Your Life
c) Write = On Heart = Make Them = Indelible Part of Your Character = Who You Are = On Inside
d) Not Just Bec/ He Commands = But Bec/ I See Truth—Beauty—Rtness—Goodness Of What = Commands
5) Writing On Heart = Comes As Both Promise & Command = As Many Things Do
a) Jer 31:33—"I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.” = God Changes Hearts
b) Yet Calls Us = Hearken To His Word = To Love It—Read It—Hear & Meditate = Spirit of God Changes Us

Second, Blessings of A Heart For God (2, 4, 8)
1) Abundant Life = The Life Of Walking In Fellowship W/ One True & Living God = Possible Thru Faith In Xp
a) For Those Who Know Him = Peculiar Joy & Satisfaction In Walking In His Ways = Peace W/ God
2) (2, 4, 8) There Are Blessings That Come When Live According to God’s Word = Expressed Variety of Ways 
3) (2) For = Length of Days—Years of Life  Peace Added To You =These Are Things Only God Can Give
a) As General Rule = Life Works Best—Best Outcomes = When Walk W/ God = Obey His Word
b) God’s Word Designed For Human Flourishing = In Our Marriages—Families—Finances—Work
c) Length of Days = Not Ultimate Promise For Unbroken Health—Untroubled Life = General Truth
d) Peace W/ God = Decisive Grace = Flourishing & Life = Accompany Faith—Hope—Love—Prayer = But
e) Ultimately Fulfilled In Promise Of Eternal Life = Won For Us By Xp = Becomes Ours Thru Faith In Jesus
4) (4) “you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.” = Approval—Good Opinion
a) As General Rule  If Adorn Our Lives W/ Steadfast Love & Faithfulness = Attractive To People
b) Generally People Are Attracted To Patience—Kindness—Goodness—Faithfulness—Gentleness
c) Not Absolute Promise = Joseph Found Favor = Until Went Sideways = Not In Every Circumstance
d) 2 Tim. 3:12—“All who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” =  Favor W/ God!
5) (8) “healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones”  From Surface To Marrow = Whole Person
a) Generally Speaking = Sin = Bad For You = Tendency To Shorten One’s Life & Years Upon Earth
b) Waltke—“Piety and ethics pay off big. By turning from his sinful nature one experiences spiritual, psychological, and physical healing.” = Whatever Else Life Holds = Wholeness—Shalom Before God
c) Being In Right Relat/ W/ God = Leads To General State of Well-Being & Peace = In This Life & Next
6) But Again = Ultimate Fulfillment Of Every Promise = Experienced In Redemption = Purchased By Christ
a) Now Experience = Firstfruits & Tastes Of Abundant Life = But Ultimately = Abundant Life = Eternal Life

Finally, Trust In the LORD With All of Your Heart (5-8)
1) Let’s Return To Heart of Matter = (5-8) = Heart of Wisdom = Starts W/ Wholehearted Trust In God
2) Want To Talk @ 5 & 7 = Then End W/ Verse 6 = Bec/ I Think Couplet In 7 = Chiastic = Explains (5)
3) (5) “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.”
4) (7) “Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil” = 2nd Mirrors First = In Reverse
5) (5 & 7) 1st & Last = “Trust in the LORD with all your heart = fear the LORD, and turn away from evil”
a) Trust In LORD—FOL = Put Our Trust—Faith In LORD = Heart of Awe-Filled Love—Reverential Worship
b) W/ Whole Heart = Turn Away From Evil = Not Trust Him—Love Him W/ Whole Heart =If Not Turn From
c) Turn Away From Sin = Turn Towards= Trust In God = IOW= Repentance & Faith Always Go Together
d) Mark 1:15—“The kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” Of Lord Jesus Christ
6) Both Come Command & Invitation = Calls His Children = To Personal Relat/ W/ The LORD—Trust Him
a) Fear The LORD—Turn Away From Evil = Repent & Believe = Let Your Whole Heart Embrace Him
b) Son—Daughter = Put Your Trust In God = Call Comes In Fullness In Gospel =Put Faith In Jesus As Savior
c) Look Away From Self = Away From = Sense Of Your Own Rightness = Put Your Trust In His Rtness= In Xp
7) (5 & 7) 2nd & First = “Do not lean on your own understanding = Be not wise in your own eyes”
a) Live In World Leans On Own Understanding = Not Believe In Objective Truth = Trusts Inner Feelings 
b) Ps. 73:11-12—“They say, "How can God know? Is there knowledge in the Most High?" Behold, these are the wicked” = What Does God Know = Reject Obj Truth = Smarter Than God = Wise In Own Eyes
c) To Ignore God = Obey Self = Essence Of Sin = To Trust God = Obey His Word = Essence of Rtness
8) Keith Green—Make My Life A Prayer To You—"It’s So Hard To See, When My Eyes Are On Me. I guess I'll have to trust And just believe what You say” = Problem of Fallen World =Eyes On Me= Spiritual Blindness
a) “So Hard To See When My Eyes Are On me= When Lean On Own Understanding—Wise In Own Eyes
b) Not See Or Hear Truth = Revealed By God Who Made Us = Telling Us Who He Is = Who We Are
c) Tragedy = Trying To Define & Create Selves  When Actually Made In Image of God =Rich W/ Purpose
9) G. Campbell Morgan—"Godlessness is life lived without reference to God.” = Define & Live Life For Selves
10) When Lean On Own Understanding—Love Own Opinion = Live Life W/ Out Reference To God = In Contrast
a) Vision Of Child =Who Trusts In Father W/ All Of Heart = Lives All Of Life = In Reference To God
11) (6) “In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” = Not Crooked—Wrong
a) Straight Path (2:13-15)= Way of Evil—Ways of Darkness—Crooked Paths—Devious Ways = Straight!
12) Acknowledge Him= Lit = Know Him = Ps. 16:8—“I have set the LORD always before me” = Hold In Mind
a) Recognition of Reality of Presence of God In Every Aspect of Life—Situation In Life = In All Our Ways
b) Col 3:17—“Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus = In All Ways
7) Acknowledge Him—Know Him—Recognize The LORD = In Every Aspect Of Life—Situation In Life
1) Starts By Acknowledging The LORD As Creator =Lord & Giver Of Life =One True & Living God =In His Image
a) Acknowledge Him When Sin = By Repenting & Believing  (7) By Fearing LORD = Turning From Evil
b) Acknowledge Him In Our Blessing & Prosperity =Every Good Gift From Him  Nothing Not Given To Us
c) Know Him = In Our Spiritual Growth = In Whatever Good Is In Me =Receive As Fruit of Sanctifying Spirit
d) Know Him In Our Suffering = Acknowledge His Sovereignty & Goodness  Never Leave—Nor Forsake
e) In Our Disappointments = Remember Works All Things Together For Good Of Those Who Love Him
f) Know Him At Work = When Work For Lord—Not Men In Home =Honor Father & Mother =Train Child
g) Knowledge of God = Should Be Incorporated Into Every Email Write—Group Lead—Meeting Have
h) Acknowledge Him In Finances = Give Tithes & Offerings  Responsible—Prayerful Stewards of Rest
i) Acknowledge Him—When Give Thanks Before Meal = When Pray Over Children At Bedtime 
j) Acknowledge Him When Whole Hearts = Believe That Apart From Him= Nothing = So Pray At All Times
2) Know Him In All Our Ways = When Our Lives Prioritize His Church—Kingdom—Rtness—His Worship
a) But Before = Can Know Him In All Our Ways = Must Come To Know God In Person of Jesus Christ
b) 2 Cor. 5:19—“In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself” = God Was In Christ! = Saving World
c) Do You Know Jesus—Trust In Jesus W/ All of Your Heart = Lean Not On Your Own Understanding
3) Will You Turn Away From Own Opinions=Trust In Jesus As Lord & Savior =Let Him Straighten Out Your Life
