Proverbs 2: 1-15	                       Developing Christian Character
1
First, The Search For Wisdom (1-4)
1) Bruce Waltke—“Proverbs 2 tells us how to know God and enter into the fear of the LORD; how to find wisdom; and how to realize the book’s purpose, ‘doing what is right, just and fair’” = Spiritual Formation
a) Shaping Mind & Soul = According To Word of God = Soul Knows Him—FOL = Kind of Person Become
2) (1-4) If==Then = Bunch Of ‘Ifs’  Starting In (5 & 9) Bunch of ‘Thens’ = If Do Vs 1-4 = Then 5-15ff 
a) (1-4) Search For Wisdom = (5ff) How Lord Gives Wisdom—Guards—Forms—Delivers Us = So First…
3) (1) If Receive = My Words  If Treasure Up Commands W/In Treasure = Cherish & Prize = His Word
a) (2) If Ears Attentive To Wisdom  If Incline Your Heart To Understanding = Thru Ear—Deep Places
b) Deu 6:6—“These words that I command you today shall be on your heart.” Deeply Value = In Heart
c) Ps 40:8—"I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart." = W/In = Center of Being
d) Jer 31:33—"I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people” = He Is Our God—We Are His People = Law—Word = Inscribed Inner Person
4) [bookmark: _Hlk209082667](2) Receive—Treasure Up—Attentive—Incline = Not Passive = Active Aligning Of Our Hearts To His Word
5) (3) If Call Out  If Raise Voice = Not Passively Waiting = Not Complacent—Lazy = But Crying Out For God
a) Matt 5:6—"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied”
6) (4) If Seek It = Like Silver  If Search For It = Like Hidden Treasure = Actively Pursue =   Prayer & Diligence
a) Questions = What Do You Want?  What Holds Highest Value For You?  What Is Your Treasure?
b) Matt. 13:44—"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes & sells all that he has and buys that field”= Kingdom & Word = Both In Jesus
c) Not Say, “I found God, now I am content.”  Rather Say, “God found me, ignited a fire within me, and Now I, with all my life, seek God.” = In Our Joy Sell All That We Have = Pursue Wisdom of God In Xp

Second, The LORD Gives Wisdom (5-6)
1) (5) Then = If Cry Out & Seek—If Incline Heart & Treasure = IF!= THEN & Only Then Understand = FOL
a) Then & Only Then Will You Find Knowledge of God = God Who Speaks—Reveals Self Thru Word
b) What Is The Treasure = Hidden In God’s Word = (5) Fear Of Lord & Knowledge Of God = God Himself
c) John 17:3—"This is eternal life, that they might know you, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” = When Find FOL—Knowledge of God = Find Salvation Of Our Souls = Abundant Life
2) Nothing More Disastrous = Seek To Be Wise In Your Own Eyes = (1:29-32) = Complacency Of Fools Destroys
a) To Seek To Define God & Truth = According To Our Own Conceptions = Own Feelings = Own Thoughts
b) Makes Our Thoughts & Feelings = God!  Not Be Wise In Own Eyes = Means = Look Away From Self
3) Must Abandon = Self-Love—Self-Worship—Idolatry Of Our Own Thoughts & Feelings = Hear God’s Word
a) If Receive His Words—If Incline Our Hearts To Word of God = If Call Out—Search For God Of Truth
4) (6) Then LORD Give Wisdom = From HIS Mouth = Knowledge & Understanding = Knowledge of God Self
a) When We Come To Know Him = Revere & Worship Him = Want To Pursue = Life Pleasing To Him
b) We Will Despise Own Wisdom = Repent Of Self-Worship = Understand Fear of The LORD = Awe & Love
c) Affectionate Reverence—Awe-Filled Devotion—Greatest Of All Human Blessing=Know & Worship God
5) Encounter W/ God In Xp =Puts Everything Else In Perspective= Beginning of Wisdom =Life Pleasing To God
6) Do You Want To Find = Knowledge of God?  Want To Grow In Love—Relationship W/ Him?
a) Then My Friend = You Must Learn To Hunger For Truth = As God Reveals =Receive His Word = Treasure

Third, Wisdom Will Guard Us (7-8)
1) (7) LORD Stores Up Sound Wisdom = For the Upright  He—LORD = Shield To Those Walk In Integrity
a) That Is = For Those Who = Found Knowledge of God = Ultimately Revealed Thru Faith In Jesus Xp
2) (8) He Will Guard = Paths of Justice  Watch Over = Way of His Saints = Shield—Guard—Watch Over
a) LORD Himself = & Our Character—Integrity = Will Protect Us = Love Right Things = Stay On Right Path
b) Ps. 119:11—"I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you= Word Keeps Us
c) Ps 37:31—"The law of his God is in his heart; his steps do not slip.” = (13) Not Forsake Path of Rtness 
3) Wisdom = Key To Best—Safest—Most Satisfying—Joyful Life = Jesus= May Have Life—Have It Abundantly
a) When Understand FOL = Found Knowledge of God = Guards & Delivers Soul From Way of Death (12-15)
4) (10) When Delight For God’s Word Comes Into Hearts = Preserves & Protects Us = Bec/ Changes Us

Fourth, The Pursuit of Wisdom Is Spiritual Formation (9-11)
1) (5) Then = If Cry Out & Seek—If Incline Heart & Treasure = IF!= THEN & Only Then Understand = FOL
2) (9) Then = you will understand righteousness and justice  equity, every good path;
a) (10) Then wisdom will come into your heart  and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul
3) Wisdom Becomes Part of Us = Joy To Soul = Understand Rtness & Justice = Able To See Every Good Path
4) Talking @ =Spiritual Formation = Process of Being Changed To Be More Like Jesus = From Inside Out
a) Shaping & Forming of Inner Person = @ Kind of Person We Are = Not Kind Who Lie—Steal—Gossip
b) Shaping Mind & Soul = According To Word of God =Deep Work of Character Formation= Sanctification
c) Matt. 12:35—“The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him.” = Truth Treasured
5) (9) Understand Rtness  See Every Good Path = Discernment @ God’s Good & Acceptable Will
a) Rom. 12:2—"Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern [See] what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect”
6) (10) Wisdom Comes Into Heart = Inner Person Being Reshaped According To God’s Word = Save & Sanctify
a) (10) Knowledge = Pleasant (5) Knowledge of God—Who He Is—His Word—His Way = Pleasant In Soul
b) Ps. 47-48—“I delight in your commands because I love them.  I lift up my hands to your commands, which I love, and I meditate on your decrees.” = Delight—Love—Meditate = Ultimately God of Word
c) Ps. 119:20—“My soul is consumed with longing for your laws at all times.” = Longing To Know & Love
d) Ps. 119:32—“I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.” = Truth Set You Free
7) (10) Will Come Into Heart = Not Just Reading Or Hearing Bible Preached = Not Being Familiar W/ Content
a) Can Find Information Quickly = Google It—AI It = But Not Information We Need = Transformation
b) Spiritual Formation Happens = When Wisdom—Word = Comes Into Heart = Pleasant To Our Very Souls
8) Not Strive = To Become Masters of God’s Word = Pray—Call Out—Raise Voice = Until Mastered By Word
a) Then & Only Then = Delivered = From Unwise World = Way of Darkness

Finally, Wisdom Delivers Us From the Unwise World (12-15)
1) (12-15) The Way of Evil Men = The Wicked = Those Who Have No Fear of God Before Their Eyes
2) (12-13) Way of Evil—Walk In Ways of Darkness—(14) Rejoicing Doing Evil—Delight Perverseness of Evil
3) See This All Around Us = (14) People Who Rejoice & Delight In Perverseness of Evil = Celebrating
a) Not New = Marches—Parades In Streets = Celebrating Things = Unwise & Contrary to God’s Word
b) In Recent Days = People On TV—Social Media = Mocking—Gloating—Celebrating—Approving Murder
4) This Is Time = For Wisdom = Come Into Hearts = To Delight In Truth = See What Is Good & Acceptable
a) When We Are Grieving—When In Pain—When Angry = Time of Temptation = Answer Evil W/ Evil
b) James 3:17-18—“The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace” = This Is God’s Wisdom = Peaceable—Gentle—Open To Reason = Modelled For Us
5) Now = Time For Public Pursuit of Truth of God’s Word = Unapologetic Witness for Xp = Boldness & Courage
a) Now Is Time To Step Up = Promote & Defend God’s Wisdom In Public Square = Model The Truth
b) Courageously Defended Biblical Truth & Morality = Defend Life—Encourage Marriage & Family 
6) Thinking A Lot @ Courage—Boldness In Pursuit of Wisdom & Truth = Call Out—Raise Voices @ Truth
a) Is 51:7—"Listen to me, you who know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear not the reproach of man, nor be dismayed at their revilings.” 
7) Listen To Me = You Who Know Rtness = In Whose Hearts Is God’s Law = Time For Timidity & Fear Is Past
a) Let Us Take The Risk = Cry Out For Wisdom = Raise Our Voice For The Truth = If We Perish = We Perish
