Proverbs 1:8-19	                       Greed and Idolatry
1
First, Cultural & Peer Pressure
1) Proverbs Story Of 2 Paths In Life = Wisdom & Folly  Rteous & Wicked  God’s Way & World’s Way
2) Chaps 1-9 = Series of 12 Poems In Praise of Wisdom = Delivered By Father = Or Wisdom Itself Personified
a) Father Addressing His Children = At Crucial Stage of Life = Jr. High—High School—College
b) Moment of Choice =Whether Listen To & Embrace Biblical Worldview of Parent =Follow Way of World
3) Proverbs Telling Us = Ultimately 2 Voices To Listen To = God’s Voice = Heard Thru Word  Voice of World
a) James 4:4—"You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”
b) 2 Kinds of People In World = Friends Of God =Heed Word  Friends Of World = Rebel @ God & Word
4) Friends of God = Those Who Heed His Voice = Embrace His Wisdom & Rtness = Walk In His Ways
a) Friends of World = Reject His Word = Ally Selves W/ Rebellion = Book of Prov Calls = Fools & Wicked
b) Why? = Bec/ Folly = Denial of God’s Lordship = Rebellion @ Creator = Moral Fabric of His World
c) Bible Makes Clear = Consequences = In This Life Human Flourishing = In Life To Come =God Will Judge
5) So Here = God Speaks Thru Parent’s Voice = Warning His Children Of Siren Call of Culture—Crowd—World
a) Call To Fit In—Be Popular—To Get Ahead—To Join In Activities = Know Are Wrong = Call To Rebel
b) Voices = Want To Shape Our Thinking—Moral Outlook = Worldview = In Ways Contrary To God’s Word
6) So Many Voices = Hard To Be Still = To Know That He Is God = Constant Noise  Now Constant Screens
a) Danger = Shaped By Social Media—People Around Us= By Corporate Philosophy = Discipled By World

Second, A Parable of Self-Destruction (10-18)
7) (8-9) So Here = The Father Tells Parable = Of Situation = Child May Encounter In World = How Ends Badly
a) Forewarned = Forearmed Preparing Children To Recognize & Refuse = Foolish & Sinful Opportunities
2) (10 ff) Folly Speaks Thru Sinners = Those Who Not Fear God = Inviting To Join W/ Them In Their Rebellion
3) (10) Word @ Sinners  All Of Us =Sinners = Fall Short of Glory =James 3:2—"we all stumble in many ways
a) Difference = Saints Who Sin = Repent = Hate Sin  Seeking Grace & Wisdom To Grow Out of Our Sin
b) Sinner Here = Chronic Unrepentant State = No Fear of God Before Eyes = Posture @ God & Word
4) (10) Summary Advice = If Sinners = Those Who Do Not Fear God = Entice You = Just Say No =Not Sucked In
5) (11) Starts Short Parable = Triplet = Couplet Introduced By = My Son Suppose Sinners Say = Come W/ Us
a) Couplet= Lie In Wait = For Blood  Ambush = Innocent  Inviting—Tempting = Do Something Wrong
6) 2 Powerful Motivators = 1st = Come W/ Us = All Of Us Strong Desire To Belong = Can Override Good Sense
7) (12-13) 2nd Motivator = Like Sheol = Swallow Alive  Whole = Like Those Who Go Down To Pit = 
8) (13) Take Everything = Find = Precious Goods  Fill Our Houses = W/ Plunder =  Easy Money!!
a) Powerful Motivator = From Street Crime = To Corporate—White Collar Crime = Fill Our Houses Plunder
9) (14) Reemphasizes Temptation To Belong =Throw In Your Lot Among Us =Share Everything =Part of Group
a) Particularly Tempting For Youth = In Search of Identity = Place To Belong = Connection—Community
b) Not Plunder = But Acceptance = Being Part of Group = Being Cool = Being In = So Tempting For Young
c) Sometimes That Desire = Greater Than Wisdom Needed To Say No = To See = Folly of Dead End Road
10) (15) Reiterates (10) Just Say No  Not Walk In Way W/ Them  Hold Back Your Foot From Their Paths
11) (16-18) Parable Of Destruction  Run To Evil = Make Haste To Shed Blood = Running In Wrong Direction
a) (17) In Vain Net Spread = In Sight Of Bird  Even Bird = Can See Trap = Smart Enough Not To Step In It
12) (18) Not Fools  Not See = Trap Set For Them = Lie In Wait = Own Blood  Set An Ambush = Own Lives
a) Ambush—Trap Set For Others = Ultimately Destroys Selves = Not See Long Term Consequences of Life
b) Their Own Lives  Swallowed Whole = They Are Ones Who Ultimately Lose Everything = Foolish
13) (14:12) Point Same = “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death”
14) Two Ways  Two Paths = Path of Rteous Leads To Life  Path of Wicked Leads To Death—Destruction
a) Father Warns Us = Do Not Walk In Path W/ Them  If Entice You = Try To Suck You In = Just Say No


Third, The Heart of Greed (19)
1) Let’s Talk @ Heart of Greed  (19) = Moral of Story = “Such Are Ways Of Greedy For Unjust Gain…”
a) Underlying Heart Issue = In Parable = Greed      But Parable Itself = Rather Extreme = Isn’t It
2) Probably Saying To Self = Never Invited To Join Murderous Gang Of Thieves  But Are In Danger of Greed
3) Few Things @ Greed = First Def = Synonym For Covetousness =10th Command = Not Covet =Not Be Greedy
a) Ex 20:17—“Your neighbor's house…neighbor's wife…male servant…female servant…ox…donkey = Car
b) Not Desire = To Have More Than Our Share = Rightfully Ours = Not Desire = What God Not Given
4) Second = Greed = Human Problem = Afflicts All of Us  This Why =1 Of 10 Commands = Core Heart Issue
a) Not Have To Be Rich To Be Motivated By Greed  Often Think of Rich = But It Is =The Poor In Parable
b) Desire To Get Rich =Plunder =Fill Houses= Greed Drives Into Sin =Desire To Get What Want=Any Cost
c) 1 Tim. 6:9—“Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.” = Greed Self Destructive
5) Third = Greed Not Just @ Money = 10th Command Includes = Neighbor’s Wife = Desire = God Not Given
a) Covet People—Relat/ = Tempted To Do Things Know Wrong—Compromise Values = Want Relat/
6) Form of Idolatry = When Person—Relat—Thing = More Important = Than Obeying God’s Word = Idolatry
a) When Anything Becomes More Important = Than Loving & Obeying God = For Us = That Thing = Idol
b) Matt. 10:37—"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me” = Put Anything In That Blank = Love More Than Xp
c) Col. 3:5—"Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry”  Greed = Idolatry = Puts What Want Above Pleasing God
7) Where Does Greed & Idolatry Show Up In Your Life? = Not Going To Join Gang = But May Want To Popular
a) May So Desire To Be Cool—Accepted—To Be A Part of Group = Willing Compromise—Do Wrong Things
b) Youth = Tempted To Exclude—Pick On—Bully Others  Cheat—Sneak—Lie = To Get Be Part of Group
8) Want Something—Someone So Much =Willing To Compromise To Get It =Any Desire=Can Become Too Big
a) Power—Money—Acceptance—Success = Become Idols = Cut Corners—Hurt People—Lie—Steal
9) James 4:1-2—"What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.” = Inordinate Desires = Want Something
a) But Wanting Too Much = Outside of What God Gives = Leads Us Into Self-Destructive Behaviors
10) Problem = Seek What Desire Apart From God  Ask = If God Wants Us To Have It = Give It To Us

Finally, Seek First the Kingdom (8-9)
1) Wisdom Spoken Thru Loving Father & Mother = Parents = Speaking To Children In God’s Family
2) Father / Mother = Hear / Forsake Not = Instruction / Teaching  Parents Job To Train Their Children
a) Best Earthly Fathers—Heavenly Father = On Our Side  Looking Out For Us  Guiding & Protecting
b) Little Parable = What To Expect In World = People Will Entice You = Will Be Tempted To Compromise
3) (10) Do Not Consent = Stay Faithful To God & His Word = When Love Jesus First = Lack No Good Thing
a) Matt. 6:33—“Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” = When Love & Loyalty = To Xp First = Find Grace & Strength = To Say No = Do Right Thing
b) Jesus’ Promise = If Trust Him  If Seek Him = Will Have What Need = Can Be Content W/ What Gives
4) (11) Promise of Wisdom = When Father’s Word = Heeded = Hear & Not Forsake = Garland & Pendant
a) Prov 3:22—“They [wisdom & Discretion] will be life for your soul and adornment for your neck.”
b) Prov 4:9—"She will place on your head a graceful garland; she will bestow on you a beautiful crown”
5) Jas. 1:12—"Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him” =Love Jesus More Than Anything
a) Antidote To Greed & Idolatry = Love Jesus First & Best = Never Choose Anything Over Him =1st In Heart
6) Many Voices Want To Entice Us  Strong Desires In Hearts  = Tempted Get What Want = Wrong Ways
a) John 10:27—Jesus Says = "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”
