Proverbs 1:20-33	                       Listen To Wisdom’s Call
1
First, The Gracious & Urgent Call of Wisdom (20-21)
1) (20-21) Wisdom Pictured As Dignified Woman  Wanders Streets = Crying Aloud = Seeking To Be Heard
a) Why Is Wisdom = Woman = Bec/ In Hebrew Every Noun = Gendered = Either Masculine—Feminine
b) Wisdom—Hokma In Hebrew = Feminine Noun = So Naturally—Necessarily Personified As Female
2) Now Ladies May Be Thinking = Of Course Wisdom = Feminine  But Same True Of Folly = Also Woman
a) Prov 9:13—"The woman Folly is loud; she is seductive and knows nothing = Not Statements @ Women
b) Every Noun—Chair & Couch—Sky & Clouds  Not Trying Teach Anything @ Gender = Esp About God 
c) Wisdom = God’s Wisdom  Folly = Human Folly  Nouns = Personified As Effective Poetical Device
3) Wisdom Here = Not Merely Human = But God’s = (29) Not Choose FOL = When Reject = Wisdom = God!
a) Whoever Listens To Wisdom = Finds Life  Whoever = Not Turn At Her Call Finds Eternal Death
b) So Ultimately Wisdom =Type Of Christ = 1 Greater Than Solomon Is Here = Embodying Wisdom of God
4) (20-21) Poem Paints Picture = Dignified Woman = Whose Name = Wisdom  Crying Aloud = Shouting
a) Appeal = Urgent = On Mission W/ Message Matter of Life & Death = Fire & Brimstone Street Preacher
5) Pictured Wandering Busy City =(20) In Streets—Market (21) Head of Noisy Streets—Entrance of City Gates
a) Goes To Most Prominent Places In City = Marketplace = Life & Ideas = At City Gates =Perhaps On Them
b) (20) Not Unemotional—Detached = Crises Aloud—Raises Voice = She Is Full Of Passion—Concern
c) (21) Cries Out—Speaks  (4X) Making Every Effort To Be Heard = Over Noise of City Life
d) Waltke—“She shouts, pleads, scolds, reasons, threatens, warns, and even laughs”
6) Wisdom’s Call = Gracious—Urgent = Comes W/ Sharp Edge Of Warning—Of Consequences

Second, The Folly Of Not Listening (22-32)
1) (22, 24-25) FOOLS DELIGHT TO IGNORE & SCOFF AT WISDOM = They Find Her Comical = Laugh At Her Ideas
a) So (22) She Cries “How Long—How Long” = Sense of Much Time Passing = As She Carries On Mission
b) We Sense = Wisdom’s Exasperation W/ Unresponsive  Why Won’t You Listen = Need To Wake Up
2) (22) Speaking To The Simple—But Parallels W/ Scoffers & Fools = Seems = Warning of Progression
a) Simple = Ignorant & Gullible  But When Start Doing Wrong  Not Long Before Scoff At What’s Right
b) Scoffers = Who Come To Sneer At Truth & Virtue  When This Attitude Sets In = Become Fools
c) Fools = Who Have No Fear of God Before Eyes  Set Selves @ Creator = @ Truth = In Doing So…
3) (22) Love Being Simple = We See = Heart Issue = Love Wrong Things = Love Living In Moral Rebellion
a) Hearts Bent Away From God = Truth  So Fools Love What Should Hate  Hate What Should Love
b) Is 5:20-21—"Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight!” = Summary of This Poem of Woe = Love & Delight In Wrong Things
c) Scoffers Delight In Scoffing  Fools Hate Knowledge = Love—Delight—Hate = Religious Affections
d) Love Wrong Things  Desire Wrong Things  Run After—Cling To Wrong Things = Heart Corrupt
4) (24) Called = Refused To Listen  Stretched Out Hand = As In Friendship = Not Heeded Me = Not Listen
5) (25) Ignored My Counsel  Not Listen To My Reproof         Counsel = Positive—Reproof = Negative
a) 2 Tim 3:16—"All Scripture is breathed out by God & profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness  Not Listen God’s Word—Truth  Not Heed Warning = Reproof
6) (26-27) WISDOM WILL LAUGH AT CONSEQUENCES OF FOOLISHNESS = There Are Serious & Eternal Consequences
a) Correspondence Betw/ Response of Wisdom  Response of Foolishness  Fools Delight In Scoffing
b) (26) I Also = That Is Wisdom = Will Also Laugh = Fools Scoffed = Laughed At Wisdom’s Counsel
c) So Also = Will Wisdom Laugh—In Return = At Calamity of Fools = Mock—Scoff When Terror Strikes
7) (27) When Terror Strikes Like Storm—Calamity Like Whirlwind  Not If—But When = Storm Comes
a) Certainty of Disaster = Vivid Images of Storm & Whirlwind = Picture Destruction On Scale
b) Should Think Hurricane = This Storm Wreaks Havoc = Certain Power & Destruction Will Come
c) End of Sermon On Mount = Man Who Built House On Sand = Person Who Hears Words = Not Do Them
d) When Storm Comes  Coming Storm = Certainty = House Fell = Great Was The Fall of It Jesus Says
e) So Wisdom In Sense = Will Have = Last Laugh  Bec/ Wisdom—Ultimately Be Shown To Be Right
f) Waltke—Says—“Wisdom does not laugh at disaster, but at the triumph of what is right over what is wrong when disaster happens”  Jesus Says Luke 7:35—“Wisdom is justified by all her children”
8) (28-30) WISDOM WILL IGNORE & SCOFF AT FOOLS = Wisdom Offers Hope = But Not Forever = Today Is The Day
a) (28) Says That When Calamity Strikes = Call Upon Me = But Not Answer  Seek Me = But Not Find me
b) Parallel W/ (24) I Called = You Refused To Listen  Now Fools Call In Judgment = Wisdom Not Answer
c) Once Stood In Streets—At Gates =But Now In Judgment =No Where To Be Found =Opportunity Passed
d) Implication = When Judgment Finally Comes = Not Be Second Chance = Now Time To Heed Her Call
e) Charles Bridges—“Prayer, once omnipotent, will then be powerless” = Time of Judgment = Too Late
f) Is 55:6—"Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.” = 
g) Heb 3:7-8—“Just as the Holy Spirit says, "Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts”
h) (29) Bec/ Hated Knowledge = Not Want To Know Truth  Willful Indifference—Rebellion @ God
i) (29) Rejected = Fear of Lord = That Reverence—Devotion To God = Rejected The Lord Himself
j) Fools Refuse To Live Under God = Reject Truth = Reject Moral World As God Made It  So Reject God
9) (31-32) FOOLS WILL REAP WHAT THEY SOW = Not Some Kind of Karma = But Moral Consequences
a) (31) Therefore = Eat Fruit of their way  Have Fill of Own Devices = Reap What They Have Sown
b) Not Just Eat = Begins Process Of Judgment = Have Fill = Judgment Will Be Complete = Call To Repent
c) (32) Simple = Killed By Turning Away  Complacency of Fools Destroys Them = Certain—Final Doom
d) While True = Foolish Choices In Life = May Have Terrible Consequences = Bible Points To = Eternal
e) Wisdom = Presented As Turn Or Burn Street Preacher = Truth = Harsh Edge  Wisdom Not Dull It
10) Parent Telling Parable = @Wisdom—Trying To Wake Up—Rouse =Complacent = To Care @ Things of God
a) Like OT Law = Full Of Warning—Judgment = Ends In Word of Promise  Still Hope = Not Forever

Finally, Wisdom’s Blessing of Word & Spirit (23 & 33)
1) (33) Opposite of (32) Turning Away & Complacency of  Whoever Listens Hears & Obey = Wisdom
a) Triplet = Emphasizes Safety & Security = Dwell Secure = Be At Ease = W/ Out Dread of Disaster
2) (33) Dwell Secure = Person Who Built House Upon Rock = Hears My Words = Listens To Me = Does Them
a) Matt. 7:25—“Rain fell, & the floods came, & the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.” = IOW = Dwell Secure = Stand In Day Of Judgment = No Fear
3) (33) Be At Ease = W/ Out Dread = Where The FOL Is = There Is No Fear = Love Casts Out Fear
a) FOL = Deep—Inward Love—Reverence—Devotion To God = Expressed In Life Godliness & Worship
b) When Rightly Related To God = Walking W/ Him Thru Faith In Xp =Peace & Security =In Time & Eternity
c) Ultimately God’s Saving Wisdom = Revealed In Person of Jesus Xp = Hear His Call = Turn & Put Faith
4) (23) If You Turn = Repent = Whoever Listens To Wisdom’s Call = Put Hope & Trust In Christ Alone
a) Pour Out My Spirit = Pour Forth = Image = Uncontrolled Gushing = Flow & Overflow W/ His Spirit
b) John 7:38-39—"Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit” = When Turn = Pour Forth His Spirit = Flow Like Rivers
5) (23) Make Known My Words = Truth Of All Of God’s Word = Fill & Shape Hearts & Minds = Guide Us In Life
a) John 16:13—"When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority” = Reveal Truth Of God’s Word = Truth @ Jesus = God’s Ultimate Saving Wisdom
6) Wisdom’s Call  Like Gospel = Both Warning & Invitation  Come To Me = Consequences of Not Turning
a) Jesus Offers Hope = But Not Forever  When Judgment Comes = Too Late = Today Is Day of Salvation
7) If You Will Turn = Will Pour Forth His Spirit Like Rivers of Water & Life = Know Truth = Make You Free
