Proverbs 1:7	                       The Fear of the Lord
1
First, The Fear of the Lord Is A Heart For God
1) Used To Be Common = To Refer To Someone = God-Fearing Man—Woman = Descriptor & Compliment
a) Description Comes From Bible = Theme Runs Thru Whole Bible = Encounter It = Here This Morning
2) (7) “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge”
3) First Thing To Notice LORD = All Caps = God’s Personal Covenant Name = Given To Moses = Yahweh
a) FOL Describes Relat/ W/ Covenant-Keeping God Of Israel = Who Fulfills All of His Promises In Jesus Xp
4) Second = Fear of LORD = Not Phobia Aimed At God As Opposed To Something Else = Spiders—Snakes
a) It’s Its Own Thing =Butterfly Not Understand = Butter + Fly = It’s Not Fear + LORD= It’s Its Own Thing
b) Show This = Look At Sampling Of Verses Span Whole Bible = See Different Facets Of Meaning In Each
5) Third = Fear of the Lord = Connects Proverbs To Rest of OT—Whole Bible = Theme Runs Thru Scripture
6) Gen. 20:11—"Abraham said, "I did it because I thought, 'There is no fear of God at all in this place, and they will kill me” Where There Is No Fear of God = Evil Abounds = FO God =Results In Rtness—Justice
7) Ex. 20:20—“Moses said to people, "Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning”—Not Be Afraid—God At Work—So You Fear Him = Keep From Sin
a) 2 Kinds of Fear = See Relat/ W/ God Where = Not Need To Be Afraid = Only Then Can Learn FOG
8) Ps. 147:11—“The LORD delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love.”
a) Those Who Fear the Lord = Live In Certain Hope Of His Unfailing Love = Reverence & Worship
9) Acts 9:31—"The Church…was being built up…walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied” =At Same Time = Fear of Lord—Comfort of HS = Entirely Compatible = Go Together
10) Rom. 8:15—“For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry, "Abba.” = Heart Posture To God Not Slavish Fear= Sonship/Relat
11) Rev. 14:7—“Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come.” = Root of Worship
a) [bookmark: _Hlk206511845][bookmark: _Hlk206512362]Fear of the Lord = Positive Experience In Relat/ W/ Our Cov God = Shapes Hearts & Transforms Lives
12) FOL = Deep—Inward Love—Reverence—Devotion To God = Expressed In Life Godliness & Worship

[bookmark: _Hlk206509991]Second, The Fear of the Lord Is the Beginning of Knowledge
1) (7) Fear of the Lord Is the Beginning of Knowledge (9:10) The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom
a) See = (7) Those Who Fear the Lord = JUXTAPOSED = To Fools = Those Who = Not Fear LORD
b) Beginning of Knowledge = JUXTAPOSED = To Fools Despising Wisdom & Instruction = Parallel
2) So = What Does It Mean = Fear of the Lord = Beginning of Knowledge & Wisdom =  Essential For Knowing
a) Call This = Epistemology = Episteme = Knowledge = Science of Knowledge = How Do We Know Things
b) Telling Us = FOL Necessary In Order To Know Certain Things = Spiritual Things—Things of God
3) Some Things Can Only Be Known From Inside = Knew My Parents Loved Me = Not Know Until Had Kids
a) Knew Special Love Of Grandchildren = No Idea = Until Have Grandchildren = Who Own Your Heart
4) God Saying Beginning Of Spiritual & Moral Knowledge = Only Known From Inside In Relat/ W/ Him
5) FOL = Beginning of Knowledge = Means True Spiritual Knowing = Only Be Known = In Relat/ To God
a) Only Deep—Inward Love—Reverence—Devotion To God = Can Be Expressed In Life True Godliness
6) IOW = Not Be Godly Apart From God—Only As Know Him—Love & Worship Him = Become Like Him
a) 1 Cor. 2:14—"The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” = Fool Not Accept
7) Not Know As Need To Know = Until Our Hearts = Made New In Relat/ To God Who Made Us
8) FOL = Deep—Inward Love—Reverence—Devotion To God = This Where Knowledge & Wisdom Begin
a) Life Can Only Be Lived = As God Intends When Lived In Relat/ To Him =Coram Deo =Before Face of God
9) Proverbs = Not Just Life-Hacks—Ted Talks = But God The Father Speaking To Hearts of His Children
a) Fools Not Want To Apply God’s Word To Life = Hate God’s Word & Ways = See It As Foolishness

Third, Fools Despise Wisdom & Instruction
1) Those Who Fear Lord = Begin To Know = Truth From God’s Perspective = How To Walk Wisely Before Him
a) This Juxtaposed To Fools =Not Fear LORD = So Not Know = Despise Wisdom & Instruction =God’s Truth
2) Ps. 53:1—"The fool says in his heart, "There is no God." = Fool Has No Love For God = Disregards God
a) Where = No Fear of God = Fool Not Hear What Needs To Hear = Despises Godly Wisdom & Instruction
b) Bec/ Where = No Fear of God =Not Full of Spirit = Full of Selves = Love Our Own Ideas = Think Wise
c) (3:7) “Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.” = Fools Wise In Own Eyes 
d) In Proverbs = Fool & Wicked = Synonymous  Fool Not Turn Away From Evil  Only Cure = FOL
e) Job 28:28—"Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding”
f) Fool = Despises Godly Wisdom = Bec/ Wise In Own Eyes = So No Fear of God Before Eyes = Wicked
3) Rom. 3:10-12, 18—"None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one…There is no fear of God before their eyes.” = Summary Description of Lost & Rebellious Souls = No Fear of Before Their Eyes
4) Fear of Lord = Beginning of Knowledge & Wisdom = Essential Posture of Heart = Life Pleasing To God
a) Deut 10:12—“And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.”—To Fear = To Walk In His Ways—To Love Him—To Serve = W/ the Whole Heart & Soul
5) Fear of Lord = Virtually Synonymous = Love of Lord = Expressed In Whole-Hearted Walking In His Ways

Finally, Delight In the Fear of the Lord
1) The LORD Delights In Those Who Fear Him  So Delight In Fear of the LORD = Delight In LORD
2) Possible = 1 Definition of Xpian = God-Fearing Person = Posture of Faith & Love = Expressed In Way of Life
a) FOL = Deep—Inward Love—Reverence—Devotion To Christ = Expressed In Life Godliness & Worship
3) To Follow Jesus = Walk W/ God—In Ways of God = Walk In Light = Not In Darkness = In Wisdom of God
4) Living Coram Deo = Before His Face = In Every Aspect of Life = Finances—Work—Marriage—Parenting
5) FOL Means =When Fight W/ My Wife = Aware = How Behave—How Treat Her—How Resolved = @ Lord
a) FOL = Means Everything Has To Do W/ The Lord = Pleasing Or Displeasing = Honoring Or Dishonoring
b) Fool Fights W/ Spouse = As If It Is Just @ 2 Of You = FOL = Fight In Love—Reverence—Devotion To God
c) Beginning of Wisdom = When Marriage Coram Deo = What Must Be—Do—Say To Honor God W/ Wife
6) Finances = Fool Wise In His Own Eyes = Thinks Finances @ Self = Own Comfort—Pleasure—Kingdom
a) (3:9) “Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce” = Honor God!!
b) FOL = Deep—Inward Love—Reverence—Devotion To God = Finds Expression In Our Finances = 1st 
7) Applies = To Our Work = (Col. 3:23) = “work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men”= Work In FOL
8) FOL Means Walking W/ God = In Love—Reverence—Devotion = In All Of Life = Desire To Please God In All
a) 2 Cor. 7:1—“Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness In the Fear of God.” Promises In Xp =All of Life In FOL
9) Heart To Fear the LORD = Given To Us Thru Faith In Jesus Xp = When Know Him—Love Him—Follow Him
a) Is 11:2-3—“The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD” = Jesus Delights In—Fulfills FOL   Bec/ Where = Spirit of Lord = There Is FOL
b) Same Spirit of LORD Who Rests Upon Jesus  Rests Upon His People = Enabling Us To Delight In FOL
10) Ps 147:11—"The LORD delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love”
a) Ps. 103:11—“As high as the heavens are above earth, so great is his love for those who fear him
11) For Those = Deep—Inward Love—Reverence—Devotion To God = Expressed In Life Godliness & Worship
12) Ps. 34:7-11—The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack! The young lions suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.”
