Proverbs 1:1-6	                       Introducing Proverbs
1
First, Proverbs, Poetry & Parallelism (1)
1) Proverbs = Unique Look At Wisdom= Peels Back Life = Helps Us See Difference Betw Wisdom & Folly
a) Lots of People Have Knowledge  Fewer =Wisdom = Fewer Able To Apply What Know = To Live Well
b) May Know How To Win Argument = But Wisdom Knows = Relats/ More Important Than Winning
c) May Know How To Make Good Plans  Wisdom Knows = How To Bow Knee When God Thwarts Them
2) (7) Wisdom In Prov= God-Centered From God’s Perspective—In God’s World—According to God’s Word
a) Proverbs = Word of God  When Applied By Power of Spirit of God  Help People of God = Mature
3) (1) Proverbs of Solomon = Largely Bec/ = Other Contributors Later In Book = The Wise—Agur—Lemuel
a) Proverb = Any Kind of Sage Saying  Often Short—Concise—Pithy Statements—Self-Contained
b) Actions speak louder than words—It Takes Two To Tango—Don't put all your eggs in 1 basket
4) Proverbs = Part of Wisdom Lit = Poetry = 5 Books Job-S of S = Poetry Unique Form of Lit = Unique Rules
a) Figures of Speech = Allegory & Metonymy—Similes & Metaphors = Hills Leaped—Trees Clapped Hands
5) The Main Form of Hebrew Poetry = Called Parallelism = Find Thru Out All Wisdom Lit = 2 Related Couplets
a) Norton Sterrett—“The main feature of biblical poetry is a rhythm of thought (rather than of sound) called parallelism. This means simply that the poetry is written in couplets, two lines that are related to each other in some way.”  Correspondence of First Half of Verse—Line = W/ Second Half of Line
6) Understanding Proverbs Depends On Answering = “How Are Parallel Segments Related To Each Other?”
a) Synonymous = Second Line = Restates Same Thought In Slightly Different Way = Using Synonyms
i) Ps. 51:2—"Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!” = Emphasizes
ii) Ps. 95:6—"Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!”
b) Contrasting = Second Line May Say Same Thing Using Negation = Or Offer Simple Contrast
i) Prov. 15:1—"A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger”
c) Synthetic = Number of Different Relat/ = Expand—Advance—Clarify—Illustrate= Not Always Clear
i) Ps. 42:1—"As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God”
ii) Prov. 1:3—“To receive instruction in wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity”
7) Not Promises—Not Laws = Statements of General Wisdom For Godly Living = @ How Life Generally Works
a) Look Before You Leap = Consider The Consequences of Actions  He Who Hesitates Is Lost = Both True
8) Proverbs = About How Life Should Be Lived = Mostly Applications—Of God’s Word—Lived Wisdom
a) Some Stated Positively = How Rteous Live & Behave  Some Negatively = Simple—Fool—Sluggard

Second, The Need For Wisdom (2-4)
1) (1-6) Preamble—Preface = States Purpose Of Book of Prov =To Know Wisdom To Understand Insight
a) Proverbs Written Nearly 3000 Yrs Ago By King David’s Son =But Need For Wisdom = Just As Great Now
b) Human Race = Not Any Wiser Now Than Then  Know More = Not Any Better = At Living Well
2) (2) Proverbs Given = In Order = To Know = Wisdom & Instruction  To Understand = Words of INSIGHT
a) Joins 2 Important Facets = Starts W/ Knowing  Must Know Truth = But Truth = Must Be INTERNALIZED
b) Internalized Means = Reach Heart = To Shape Attitudes & Behavior = How Live—Speak—Treat People
c) Knowledge & Wisdom Inseparable  Wisdom = Right Application of What We Know = How We Live
3) (3) In Order To receive instruction in wise dealing  In righteousness, justice, and equity
a) So Second Half of Couplet = Advances & Explains =Wise Dealing Point =Live Rteously—Justly—Equity
b) Mic 6:8—"He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God=Wisdom @Walking W/ God In Details
4) (3) To Receive—Accept & Apply = From Heart = Wisdom = Art of Living Well  Must Know—Receive =Live
a) Orthodoxy = Right Theology—Knowing  Orthopraxy =Right Practice—How Live =Wisdom=OVERALLS
5) (4) To give prudence to the simple knowledge and discretion to the youth  Simple—Young
a) Ignorant People—Young People = People Who Need To Learn—Grow—Mature = Into Wisdom
6) Simple = Gullible—Naïve = Waltke—“Morally Brainless” = Not Understand God’s Moral Order
a) Cause & Effect = Consequences of Ideas—Attitudes—Behaviors = Not See Where Choices Taking Them
7) Young = Immature—Not Fully Developed =Not Know What Not Know = Little Learning—Experience
a) Simple & Young = Tempted To Drink In Pop Culture = Absorb Ways of Thinking—Attitudes of World
8) Not Just = Simple & Young = But All of Us =Can Be Spiritually  Simple—Immature = All Need To Grow
a) We All Need To Know—Understand—Receive—So Live Wisely—Rteously—Gain Prudence—Discretion
9) Need Wisdom = For Shaping Of Our Character = To Spiritually Grow & Mature = To Be More Like Jesus

Finally, Let the Wise Hear (5-6)
1) All Of Us = Different Stages Of Spiritual Growth & Maturity = But No One Beyond Need To Grow
2) (5) Let the wise HEAR and increase in learning  and the one who understands obtain guidance
3) (9:9) “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser  teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning”  Einstein—"The more I learn, the more I realize how much I don't know”
a) We Are Never Masters—Always Learners  So Much More To Learn—To Know—To Grow
4) (6) to UNDERSTAND a proverb and a saying, the words of the wise and their riddles
a) Riddle In Sense = Sayings Require Some Interpretation = Need To Be Considered = Applied To Selves
5) (5-6) To Hear & Understand = Responsibility = On Us To Hear—Listen—Seek Understanding = Maturity
a) Responsibility To Desire = Grow & Change So Receive Instruction—Ponder Truth—Pray Over Our Souls
6) How Often In Life = Try To Tell Someone Something = Need To Hear = But Cannot—Will Not Listen—Hear
a) Sometimes = Too Defensive—Think Person Attacking Me—Being Mean—Think Too Highly of Selves
b) Meet People = Not Growing Into Overalls—Maybe Us = Bec/ Not Listen—Receive Things Need To Hear
7) My Friends = If Our Goal = To Grow In Wisdom = In Wise & Rteous Life = If Want To Be More Like Jesus
a) Must Be Willing To Hear = More Than That = Should Want To Hear=Please Tell Me= What I Do Not See
b) Prov 27:6—"Faithful are the wounds of a friend  profuse are the kisses of an enemy” = Truth Can Hurt
c) Prov = Faithful Friend Who Will Love You Enough To Wound Us W/ Truth  For Our Good & Growth
8) Should Not Forget Proverbs = Part Of Story of Our Redemption = Sits Right In Middle of Our Bibles
a) Bible = Story of Our Rebellion & Fall = How Sin = Disordered Our Hearts = 
b) Jer. 17:9—"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?
c) Distortion In Our Hearts—Desires = Not Clearly—Rightly See Selves—World—Or How It Works
d) Brokenness In Relat/ W/ God = Others  God Sent Only Son = To Save Us From Selves
9) Jesus Fulfills All of Scriptures = Including Proverbs = His Dealings = Perfectly Wise—Rteous—Just—True
a) Luke 11:31—"The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.” = Jesus = One = Greater Than Solomon = Wisdom of God
b) Solomon = Son of David  Jesus = Greater Son of David = Who Embodied & Fulfilled Wisdom of Prov
10) Life Of Wisdom & Spiritual Maturity Presented In Proverbs = Not Be Sought Outside of Xp = Found In Xp
a) Jesus Died For Our Failure To Live Wisely—Rteously—Prudently—Generously—Graciously = All Our Sin
b) Every Failure & Sin Uncovered In Book Of Proverbs = Already Forgiven For Those Who Trust In Christ
11) So We May Pursue = Wise & Rteous Life Presented Here = In Freedom & Hope = In Power of Holy Spirit
a) 1 Cor. 1:24—“To those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” = Power of God Brought Together W/ Wisdom of God = In Person Jesus = All Is Ours In Him
12) Not Just Need To Know Truth = Need Spirit Of Indwelling Xp = Sanctify Souls = Restore Us Image of God
a) Eph. 4:15—“Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ” = Prov Speaks Truth In Love = As Seek Wisdom In Him = Grow Up Into Him = Our Blessed Head
b) Who Is Power of God = Who Is Wisdom of God = Everything We Need = May We Be More Like Jesus
