Acts 27:1-44	                       The Lord of Our Storms
1
First, Life Is Full of Storms
1) Unusually Detailed Account = Of Paul’s Storm Ravaged Voyage To Rome =Storm Can Serves As Illustration
2) Storms Come In All Shapes & Sizes = Natural Storms = Thunderstorms—Snow—Hurricanes—Tornados
a) But Worst Storms = Not Weather Related = All Go Thru Tumultuous Times Upheaval = Difficulty & Pain
b) Broken Relats—Controversies—Illnesses—Sin & Temptation = Emotional—Mental—Physical—Spiritual
3) Storms Rock Our World—Test Us  But Storms =Normal & Expected Aspect of Life = Jesus Said =Would Be
a) John 16:33—"I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” = Peace That Promises = In Midst of Storms
4) Your Life May Not Be Stormy Right Now = But 1 Day = Will Be  Many Of You = Wind Tossed & Battered

Second, Paul Weathers Yet Another Storm
1) One Could Say = Ever Since Paul Met Jesus = Been Beset By One Storm After Another = This 1 Quite Literal
2) AD 60 = 276 Men Set Sail For Rome = Paul In Custody of Centurion—Julius = Head North Up Coast
a) (3) In Sidon = Centurion Allows = Paul To Be W/ Friends = Luke & Aristarchus To Look After
b) Along S Coast of Asia/Turkey  In Myra = Transfer To Large Alexandrian Cargo Ship = Across Open Sea
3) (7-8) Tried To Go Straight From Cnidus To S Greece  But At This Time of Year = Sailing West = Difficult 
a) Tack South Towards S Coast of Crete = Normally Just Find Safe Port = Wait Until Spring
b) (9) Where Paul Gave Warning = Counseled Should Winter = At Fair Havens = Centurion Chose = Go On
4) Hoping To Make Better Port Further On To Winter = (13) Enticed By Fair S Wind = Set Out = Heading West
a) Grew Up In NJ = Got Lot Snow Storms = But Whenever Heard = Nor’easter = Knew Going To Be Big
b) Apparently = Same In Mediterranean = Nor’easter = Comes Sweeping Down = Slams Into Ship
5) (15) Tried To Turn Back = Finally Gave In To It =Driven Out To Sea = S West = No Longer Sailing= Surviving!
6) (17) Tried To Undergird Ship W/ Cables—Hawsers—To Hold Together = Lowered Gear = Most of Sails
7) (18-19) Starting Throwing Cargo—Ships Tackle Over = Lighten Ship  Better Chance of Riding Waves
8) (21-26) Paul Says = “I Told You So” = But Take Heart = Angel of God = Assured Me = Stand Before Caesar
a) We Are All Going To Survive This = So Take Heart  We Will Run Aground = But Its Ok
9) (27-38) 14th Night = Know Close To Land  Hear Crashing Waves  Take Depth Soundings = Shallower
a) So Throw Out 4 Anchors  Pointed Ends Snag Bottom  Hold Ship In Place  Prayed For Day
b) Some Crew Tried To Sneak Off In Lifeboat  Stopped Them = Eat Some Food = Strength= Ordeal Ahead
10) (39) When Sun Came Up  See Bay & Beach  Cut Anchors—Raised Sail  Try To Beach It
a) (41) Not Too Far = Hit Reef  Centurion Kept Soldiers From Killing Prisoners = To Save Paul
11) (43-44) Jumped Overboard = Swim—Planks Of Wood = Miraculously = All Brought Safely = To S Malta

Third, We Belong To & Worship The Lord of Storms
1) Star Wars Fans = In Force Awakens = Budding Jedi = Rey = Travels To Jedi Island = To Find Luke Skywalker
a) That Island = Skellig Michael = Off Coast of Ireland = Lynne & I = Tour Boat = Out Into North Atlantic
b) Went Out Into Open Sea  Rode Up & Over Huge Swells = Small Boat = Swells So High = Not See Land
2) (18) Violently Storm Tossed—(20) No Sun—No Stars = No Small Tempest (27) 14 Days Driven In Open Sea
a) Ship Out of Control = Almost Hear = Timbers Creaking—As Tossed Up & Down =Water Swamping Deck 
3) (18) Give Up Hope Of Saving Ship—Jettison Cargo & Tackle =Only Hope Somehow Survive = Get To Shore
4) Many Of Life’s Storms = May Feel This Way = Not See Shore—Not See Sun—Stars—Storm Tossed For Wks
a) Storms Can Feel Out of Control  Driven By Uncontrollable Circumstances = Wonder How Can Survive
b) J.S. Stewart—“Wild winds of doubt, and sorrow’s bitter seas, and temptations’ jagged rocks: and in amongst them, the frail ship that is a man’s soul, battered and benighted and wishing to God for the morning!” = Doubt—Sorrow—Loss—Struggles = Easy To Lose Heart—Feel Overwhelmed—Even
5) (20) Given Up All Hope of Being Saved = Sailors & Soldiers = Afraid--Despair Setting In = This Is When…
a) Paul Makes Speech = (22) “I urge you to take heart” (24) “Do not be afraid” (25) Take Heart
b) Sailors Whose Life = The Sea = Given Up  Soldiers Whose Life = Face Danger = Abandoned Hope
c) But Little Jewish—Xpian Preacher = Knows Nothing @ Sailing & Storms = Take Heart—Not Be Afraid
d) Alexander MacLaren—"It was a gloomy company, but there was one man there in whom the lamp of hope burned when it had gone out in all others. Sun and stars were hidden, but Paul saw a better light, and his sky was clear and calm. “Not a hair is to perish from the head of any of you” = Center of Calm
6) Why? Bec/ May Not Know = Sea & Storms = But Knows = Lord of the Storms = Great Precious Promises
a) (22) “there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship” =God Himself—Sets Limit Of Our Loss
b) (24) God has granted you all those who sail with you = God Granted = God = In Control of Every Soul
c) Our Father Sovereign Lord= Even Over Storms =Sets Limit Of Hurt & Loss =When—Where—How Much
7) Behind This Special Word = Special Relationship = (23) “the God to whom I belong and whom I worship”
a) In Darkest Moment = When All Around Given Up Hope = Paul Knows Who He Is = Whose He Is
b) I Belong To Him = Purchased Me W/ His Own Blood = I Am His—Worship & Serve Him W/ Whole Life
c) He Loves Me—Never Leave Me Nor Forsake Me = Never Out of His Care & Plan = In Life & In Death
d) Paul’s Identity & Desire = Even In Midst of Storm = To Worship & Serve His Lord = 
8) (24) Do not be afraid—Paul Not Afraid Why? =Bec/ God W/ Him—Has Plan =Working Plan =Part of Plan
a) Rom 8:28—“We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” = God Has Plan =Working Plan =Part of Plan = 
b) Paul Living His Theology =In Worst Storms Of Life =Standing On Word of God = Belongs To & Worships
9) (25) Take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told =Faith In Word of God
a) Word of God Will Never Fail = Not One Word = Exactly As God Said Would Be = His Word Be Trusted
b) So Paul Could Say = Phil. 1:21—"For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” = Need Not Be Afraid
c) See In Paul = What Possible For All Of Us = Center of Calm—Sense of Confidence—Undiminished Hope

Finally, Where Is Your Faith?
1) [bookmark: _Hlk204501704](25) “I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told” = Storm Rages = But = Faith Not Fear
a) Think of All Promises of God = Think of Hope We Have In Xp = it will be exactly as I have been told
2) I Am Reminded Of Another Storm At Sea = Disciples W/ Jesus In Small Boat = Storm Swept Down On Them
3) Windstorm—Waves Breaking—Filling Boat—Terrified—Mark 4:38-41—Jesus Is “In the stern, asleep. They woke him and said to him, "Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?" And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!" And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to them, "Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?" [Not Be Afraid] = I Have Faith In God And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?" = Lord of Storms= Your Savior =Question Echoes Down To Us = Have You Still No Faith? = Where Is?
a) Not Question About Vague Hope That Things Turn Out  Asking @ Relat/= Do You Still Not Know Me
4) 2 Cor. 1:8-10—"For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again”= Storm Forced Us To Rely On God = Blessed Storm = Trust Him
5) Storms =Opportunities =Growth & Transformation = Force Us To Grow In Faith & Perseverance
a) Times Of Deepening Relat/ W/ God = To Whom We Belong—Whom We Worship = So Many Testify
b) James 1:3-4—“You know that the testing of your faith [Storms] produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” = Maturity
c) Weathering Storms Deepens Faith = Make Us Stronger—Wiser—Mature= Bec/ Force To Rely On Him
6) So When Life = Dark Stormy = Jesus Asks = Where Is Our Faith? Is It In God To Whom Belong & Worship
7) Crew Heard Waves Crashing On Rocks = Worst Still Ahead = Threw Down All Anchors = Prayed For Day
a) What—Who Is Your Anchor = When Storms Are Raging = Cast Your Anchor Rope To Lord of Storms
8) Heb. 6:19-20—"We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf” = Anchor = Risen Christ
