Acts 26:1-32	                       Turn From Darkness To Light
1
First, Paul Testifies To Risen Christ (1-32)
1) Pretty Impressive Affair = Everybody Who Is Anybody In Judean Capital = There
a) Not People = Normally Have Access To = Who Not Be Interested = But Here They Are =Willing To Listen
b) Festus Roman Governor = Agrippa & Bernice = Jewish King & Queen = High Ranking Military Officers
c) Wealthy & Prominent People of Capital City = All Gathered To Hear Paul = Not Real Trial = Court TV
2) (1-3) Agrippa Gives Paul Leave To Speak  Grateful = Finally = Someone Who Understands Issues = Jew
a) Paul Shares Testimony = Model For Us = Who Paul Was—How Came To Know Xp—How Life Changed
3) (4-5) Everyone Knows Me =Part Of Jewish Community For Yrs = Strict Pharisee—Well Known In Jerusalem 
4) (6-8) On Trial = Bec/ Hope In Promise Resurrection = Why So Incredible = God Raises Dead?
5) (9-13) Everyone In Jerusalem Knows My Past = Not Long Ago = Passionately Opposed To Name of Jesus
a) Makes Story All The More Curious= Raging Fury = Imprison & Kill—Force To Blaspheme
6) What Changed? = Met Jesus  Man Who = Crucified  Appeared To Me In Blazing Glory = Spoke To Me
a) Saw Risen Jesus = Messiah = In Power & Glory =Learned That = Persecuting Xpians = Persecuting Him
b) Learned = Jesus Is Who Said He Is = Stories True =Raised From Dead = Gave Me New Marching Orders
7) (16) King Jesus Appointed Me = To Be His Servant = As Witness To Jew & Gentile = Jesus = Risen Christ
a) Everything = Saying & Doing = Obedience To God’s Messiah = My Message = God’s Message
8) (17-18) Preserved My Life To This Day = So That = Call All Men To Faith In Jesus Xp  Call People…
a) Out of Darkness = Into Light—From Power of Satan To God—That May Be Forgiven & Sanctified In Xp
9) (19-20) So King Agrippa = You Can See = Radical Change of Loyalty = Encounter W/ Israel’s Risen Messiah
a) What Could Do But Obey = Call All People To Repent = Turn To God = Let Lives Show Our Repentance
10) (21) This Is Reason = Jews Seized Me In Temple = Sought To Kill Me = Preaching Risen Xp To Gentiles
11) (22) It Is By Grace & Help of God = That Stand Here = Today Testifying To All Of You = @ Glory of Risen Xp
12) (22-23) Look Guys = Not Saying Anything = Moses & Prophets = Not Said Would Happen = All In Bible
a) Xp Must Suffer = Would Be First To Rise From Dead = Light of Gospel = Preached To Jews—All Nations
13) Festus—Roman Pagan—W/ No Understanding Of Jewish Scriptures = Not Contain Self = Shouts Out
a) (24) Paul You Are Out Of Your Mind—Insane = Great Learning Gone To Your Head = Gone Mad!!
b) (25-6) Paul Confidently Responds = On Contrary Dear Festus = True = Makes Perfect Sense
c) In Fact = King Knows What I’m Talking @ = Aware Of Everything I’m Saying = All Been Very Public
14) (27) Then Boldly Calls Agrippa To Faith = Do You Believe The Prophets? = I Know You Believe
a) But Agrippa Retorts = Do You Think You Can Make Me A Christian = In Few Minutes?
15) Paul’s Missionary Heart = Would To God = That You—All Who Hear = Become Xpians = Followers of Jesus!
16) Meeting Ends = Agrippa Agrees = Nothing Criminal Here = Paul Could Go Free = If Not Appeal To Caesar

Second, The Gospel of the Risen Christ (18)
1) Verse 18 = Words Of Jesus = Fuller Account Of Things Spoken To Paul By Jesus = On Road To Damascus
a) In This 1 Sentence = Core Of All Of Paul’s Theology & Gospel = Source Of Most = Wrote In His Letters
2) Open Eyes So That May Turn  Speaks of Reality of Spiritual Blindness = Inability To See Spiritual Truth
a) Since Fall = Human Race = Blinded By Sin = Not Able To See & Respond To Spiritual Truth = To God
b) 1 Cor. 2:14—"The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned” = Spiritually Blind
c) Paul Heard @ Jesus = But Could Not See—Accept Truth = Until Spiritual Eyes = Opened By Spirit
3) Eyes Must Be Opened = SO That = Turn From Darkness To Light—From Satan To God = Blind = No Light
a) 2 Cor 4:4—“The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ” = Not See—Understand—Accept = Good News @ Jesus
b) There Will Be No Turning =Unless & Until = Eyes = Opened = Opened To See Light of Gospel of Glory
4) So That = Turn From Darkness To Light  Sin = Left World In Spiritual & Moral Darkness =Truth & Morality
a) See It All Around Us =Rejection Of God—Jesus—Word—Obj Truth =Exalt Self—Desires =Moral Insanity
b) Eph. 5:8—“At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light”
c) Col. 1:13-14—"He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” = Eyes Open = See Light
d) 1 Thess. 5:5-6—“You are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.” =Follow Jesus
5) This Is Same = As Turning From Power of Satan To God  Darkness = Domain of Satan =God’s Enemy
a) Devil Father of Lies = World Listens To & Follows His Word = Into Rebellion @ God & His Word
b) When Eyes Open To See Light of Truth = Turn Away From Rebellion = Idols = Serve Instead of God
c) Acts 14:15—“We bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them” = Turn From Empty Things =Creator
d) 1 Thes 1:9—"how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God” = Repent of Rebellion
e) (20) Makes Clear What Paul Talking @ Changed Life = “Repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance” = If Repent & Turn To God= Word & Truth = Want To Be Like Jesus
6) When Eyes = Open = See & Turn = Repent & Faith = Our Sins Will Be Forgiven = Paul Worst of Sinners
a) Acts 5:31—"God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins” Not Matter Where You’ve Been = What You’ve Done = There Is Forgiveness
b) Eph 1:7—"In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace” = Rich In Grace = Purchased Our Forgiveness At Price of His Blood = Divine
7) Forgiveness & A Place = Among All Those Who Sanctified = Speaking of = Eternal Place & Inheritance 
a) Acts 20:32—“Now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” = Eternal Place W/ God’s People
8) Calls God’s People = The Sanctified = Holy = Set Aside  Essential Meaning = Set Aside To Belong To Jesus
a) Taken Out of Common Circulation = Out of General Population = To Belong To Jesus—Be His People
b) 1 Cor. 1:2—To “Sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours= Set Apart In Christ—To Xp
c) 1 Cor 6:11—“Such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” = Whole Progress of Gospel & Salvation

Finally, Put Your Faith In Risen Christ (18)
1) When Eyes Open To See Truth @ Selves—Jesus = Turn From Darkness—Of Satan’s Lies = To Light of God
a) Granted Forgiveness of Ours Sins = Receive Inheritance of Eternal Life= Set Apart His People = Body Of
2) All Of This = Comes To Us = One Way—One Way Only = “By Faith In Me” = Believing & Trusting In Jesus Xp
a) Not Believing In System of Doctrine—Set Of Moral Behaviors =But Person Of Jesus =Puts Self In Center
b) Over & Over = Jesus Called People To Put Their Faith & Trust In Him Alone = For Salvation
c) John 12:46—"I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness.” = To Turn From Darkness To Light = Must Turn To Jesus In Faith 
d) John 11:25-26—"I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, & everyone who lives & believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?" =This Is The Question
3) Last Week Heard @ Pastor Who Said = Not Matter What Believe About Jesus =Only Love Rising In Heart
a) But Jesus Begs To Differ = Only Way To Be Delivered Our Of Darkness Into Light of God = Believe In Him
b) Only Way To Experience Forgiveness of Sins = Hope of Eternal Life = Place Among Sanctified = By Faith!
c) John 3:16—"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” = Forgiveness of Sins—An Inheritance W/ God’s People
4) Mission of Church To Open Eyes = Thru Preaching of Gospel = As Witnesses of What Know @ Jesus
a) So That Thru Faith In Christ Alone = May Turn From Darkness To Light = Find Mercy & Grace
5) Are Your Eyes Open? = Can You See Darkness For What It Is? = Can You See Light Of Glory Of Jesus Xp?
a) Have You Turned From Serving Vain Things of World = To Serve Living God Thru Faith In Jesus Christ
b) Will Put Your Faith—Whole Heart Towards Jesus = For Forgiveness of Sins = Place Among His People
