Acts 25:13-27	                       The Gospel: Jesus Is Alive!
1
Intro, Liberals Do Not Believe Jesus Is Alive
1) (19) At Heart of Case Against Paul = Certain Man Named Jesus = Simple Assertion = Claim That He Is Alive
a) This Baffles Festus = Dead Men Not Rise  Secular Minds Dismiss Such Claims = As Myth—Legend
2) Liberal Church Not Believe In Supernatural—Reject Miracles—Virgin Birth—Divinity of Xp—Resurrection
a) Jesus Hardest On Religious People  Gentle W/ Sinners = Called To Repentance = To Follow Him
b) Matt 23:33—"You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell”= Sober
3) Pastor Dawn—Holy Cross Lutheran Church—Ontario = Podcast = Yes! I Do Deny the Resurrection!
a) “Our 21st century inability to accept the suspension of the natural order of the Cosmos…The Apostle Paul denies that Jesus’ resurrection was an actual physical resurrection…it doesn’t much matter whether or not you or I or anyone believes or doesn’t believe in the physical resuscitation of Jesus’ corpse. What a stupid argument. What matters is that LOVE rises…” = Resurrection = Symbol of Love
b) "Jesus lived and died embodying the CHRIST which is the DIVINE LOVE which rises in with through and beyond you and I, again, and again, and again” = Divine Love = Rises In Us =Liberals = Love IS god
c) In An Easter Sermon—"Thomas, who had the good sense to doubt the resurrection…it doesn’t matter how CHRIST rose nearly 2000 years ago. Today, it only matters that CHRIST rises in us” 
d) Liberalism = Materialistic Humanism = Anti-Supernatural = Bible Not True = Xp = Synonym For Love
4) But When Festus Sums Up Heart Of Matter = (19) Paul Claiming = Certain Jesus = Dead  Now Alive!!
a) My Friends This = Still Heart of Matter—Heart of Gospel = Jesus Who Was Dead = Is Now Alive!!
b) If Not Believe That = Not Matter What Else You Say = Not Xpian = Kept Name = Vegan =Eat Steak
c) Biblical Xpianity = Grounded In Historical—Literal—Physical Resurrection of Jesus’s Dead Body

Second, The Secular World Does Not Believe Jesus Is Alive
1) Paul’s March Thru Jewish & Roman Justice Systems = Must Be Important = 20% Of Book of Acts
2) Passage Shows Festus—Secular Ruler = New Guy On Block = Not Understand—OR Care If Jesus Is Alive
3) King Agrippa Makes State Visit To Welcome New Gov = Stays Several Days = Festus Takes Opportunity
a) Get Agrippa’s Take (14-18) = Inherited Paul From Felix = Jews Asking For His Death = Not Understand
4) (18-19) Thought Must Be Some Major Breach of Roman Law But After Conducting Trial
a) No Serious Charge Brought = Turns Out Whole Thing = Religious Dispute = Makes No Sense To Festus
5) (19) If Paul Actually Denying Resurrection  Offering Metaphor For Love = Why Do Want To Kill Him?
6) Festus = In Over His Head = Not Understand Dispute = Not Know What Charges To File = (20-21)
a) Paul Being Held = Until Can Send To Emperor = So Agrippa Consents = To Hear Case
7) (23-27) Sets Stage For Paul’s Next Speech  Pretty Impressive Affair = Everybody Who Is Anybody= There
a) Roman Governor On Tribunal Seat = Jewish King & Queen Enter W/ Pomp & Circumstance
b) High Ranking Roman Officers—Tribunes = Prominent Men of Capital City = All Gathered To Hear Paul
8) Must Notice = Would Be Impossible For Paul To Have An Opportunity = To Share Christ W/ These People
a) These Not People = Normally Have Access To = Or Who Would Be Interested—Willing To Listen
b) God’s Extraordinary Providence = Paul In Prison—Felix Leaves—Appeal To Rome—Agrippa Visit
9) (24-27) Sums Up Situation For Eminent Crowd = Here He Is = The Guy Everyone Wants = Dead
a) (25) But Not Committed Crime Deserving Of Death  Appealed To Caesar—To Caesar He Will Go
b) (26-27) Nothing Definite To Write =Not Really Sure What’s Going On—What Big Deal Is—What Crime?
10) Hoping You Will Help Me Know What To Write = What Charges To Send W/ Him To Rome
a) Clear = Not Care If Jesus Is Alive Or Not = Just Wants Help Navigating = Judicial & Political Waters
b) Why Is This Jesus Such Big Deal = Why Does Believing Jesus Is Alive Make Everyone Want To Kill Him?

Third, Biblical Christians Still Believe That Jesus Is Alive
1) So-Called ‘Pastor’ = Can Only Do Podcast Called = Yes! I Do Deny the Resurrection! = If Deny Bible
2) Liberals Start W/ Presuppositions = Bible Not God’s Infallible Word = Bunch of Myths—Legends—Symbols
a) Presuppose Closed Universe = 21st Cent People = “Unable To Accept = Suspension Of Natural Order” 
b) So When Read Bible = Reject—Discard—Or Demythologize = What Clearly Recorded—Stated—Taught
3) John 2:19-22—"Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."…he was speaking about the temple of his body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.” = Liberals Believe Neither
4) Empty Tomb—Matt. 28:6—"He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay”
5) John 20:27-28—Jesus “Said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"
6) 1 Cor. 15:6—“He appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time” = Man Jesus = Showed Up
7) Acts 4:33—With great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
8) Acts 13:34—“As for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption”
9) Gal. 1:1—"Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead = Nonsensical To Argue = This = Metaphor For Love Rising In Us
10) Could Multiply Verses 20 Fold = Physical Resurrection of Jesus From Dead = Central To Gospel = Whole NT
11) Willful Ignorance = Rejection of God’s Word = Vipers Jesus Rebukes—Wolves Paul Warned Us About
a) My Friends This = Physical Resurrection—At Heart of Gospel = Jesus Who Was Dead = Is Now Alive!!
b) If Not Believe That = Not Matter What Else You Say = Not Xpian = Kept Name = But Rejected Christ

Finally, The Resurrection Changes Everything
1) Resurrection Proves Jesus = Son of God = Is Who Said He Is = All That He Said = True = Able To Save Us
a) Rom. 1:4—“Declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord’ = The Man Jesus = Christ & Lord =Savior of World
2) [bookmark: _Hlk203120326]Resurrection Conquers Death = Historical—Literal—Physical Resurrection Of Dead Body of Jesus 
a) Rev 1:18—"I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.” = It Is = Risen Christ Who Offers Us = Hope of Eternal Life
b) Rom 14:9—“To this end Christ died & lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead & of the living
3) Resurrection Frees Us To Live In This World W/ Out Fear = Have Hope In Face of Death Bec/ Conquered
a) Heb. 2:15—Jesus Able To “Deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery”
4) Resurrection Ground Of Our Justification = Right Standing W/ God = Forgiveness of Sin—Gift of Rtness
a) Rom. 4:25—“Who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.”= Accomplishes
b) 1 Cor. 15:14—“If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain”
c) 1 Cor. 15:17—“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins”
5) Resurrection Made Possible = Sending Holy Spirit = Who Is Source Of Everything In Xpian’s Heart & Life
a) Acts 2:32-33—"This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.” = Could Go On & On = 
6) Assertion That Jesus Is Alive—Risen From Dead = Not Peripheral—Optional Doctrine =Heart of Xpian Faith
a) Rom. 10:9—“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved”= If Believe—In Your Heart =From The Dead =Then Saved
b) If Not Believe That = Not Matter What Else You Say = Not Xpian = Kept Name = But Rejected Jesus
c) 1 John 4:2-3—"By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already = Vipers—Wolves—Anti-Xp
7) Paul Stood In Midst Of Human Pomp & Circumstance = Appear Powerful & Impressive = Stable & Lasting
a) Roman Empire = King—Gov—Military Elite—The Rich = Power & Wealth = But It All Passes Away
b) Most Lasting & Powerful Thing In Room = Confession Jesus Xp—Son of God—Raised From Dead = Alive
