Acts 25:1-12	                       In the World, Not Of the World
1
First, We Are Strangers In the World 
1) John 15:19—Jesus Told His Followers—"If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”
a) Lot Of Christian = To Live In World = But Ultimately = Not Be Of the World = In World—Not Of World
2) When Person Follows Jesus = Become Outsider In World = Bec/ Given Hearts & Allegiance To Creator God
a) But World We Live In =In Rebellion @ Creator = Suppress Truth @ God = Exalt Selves As Own Standard
b) They Love Self Above God    But We Follow Jesus = Believe His Word = True = We Live For Him
c) So Find Selves At Odds W/ World—Strangers In World = Jesus Says = Therefore = World Will Hate You
3) In Our Passage = Powerful Picture = Xpian Standing In Midst Of World = Gov’t—Religion—Culture
4) (6-7) Festus “Took his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. When he had arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against him that they could not prove” = Governor Seated In Judgment Over Paul =Jews Surrounding—Accusing—Lying
a) What Paul Done? = Aligned Self W/ Xp = Given Loyalty To Jesus = Preached Truth About Him In World
b) Paul Caught Between Powers of World = Religious Elite—State Government =Paul In Middle =Stranger
5) Xpian =You Live In World = In Midst of World = Not Of World =Exiles In Own Country—Pilgrims—Strangers
6) Heb. 11:13-16—"These all died in faith…having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth…they are seeking a homeland…they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city” = He Our God = We Are His People
a) Must Acknowledge = Exiles—Strangers = Foreigners—Outsiders  Our Loyalty To Creator = Not World
7) Find Paul Tense Courtroom = World’s Judge Stands Over = Religious Elite Surround = Stranger To Be Hated

Second, Do Not Put Your Trust In Religion (1-7)
1) (1) Festus = Felix’s Replacement = Jews Had Felix Removed  Festus Heads To Jerusalem = To Curry Favor
2) (2) Been 2 Yrs Since Paul’s Trial Under Felix = Jewish Leaders Immediately Press Case Against Paul
a) New Cast of Characters = Ananias High Priest = Replaced—Felix By Festus—Tertullus = Notably Absent
b) Even After 2 Yrs—New Leadership = Hatred of Paul = Undiminished  This What Jesus Talking About
3) (3) Ask For Same Favor = Asked Of Felix = Summon Paul = Get Him On Road = So Can Assassinate Him
a) If Remember = 2 Yrs Ago 40 assassins Took Vow To Fast Until Killed Paul = Pretty Sure = Not Keep It
4) (4-5) Festus Flexes = Keeps Paul In Caesarea = But Tells Them = Can Come Make Their Case If Want To
a) (6) Head Back = Governor Festus Takes His Seat In Tribunal = Very Image of Roman Justice
b) (7) Jewish Leaders Surround Paul = Making Many Serious Charges = Not Prove = Pointing & Yelling?
5) These Are Religious Leaders = Hate Paul = Want To Kill Him = Simply For Preaching About Jesus Christ
a) Jesus = Killed By Religious Men Who Shouted Crucify= Stephen Stoned By Mob of Religious Men
6) What We See =Religion Disconnected From God Of Bible—Jesus Xp = Set Itself Against = Jesus of Bible
a) See It = Extremist Islam—Hinduism = If Preach In Name of Jesus Xp = Persecute & Murder You
b) What Have Here = Group of Priests—Elders—Teachers = Leaders of Jewish People = But Anti-Christ
7) Religion W/ Out Christ = Not Be Trusted  Exclusive Claims Of Jesus = Moral Claims = Offensive To World
a) Even Liberal—Mainline Xpianity In America = Divorced From Truth of Bible = Become Anti-Christian
b) Anti The Christ of Bible = Churches = Made Up Their Own Christ = One Not Found In Pages of Scripture
c) Made Up = Own Jesus = One Who Not Make Moral Demands = Not Teach Hell = Not Rise From Dead
8) If You Believe In Jesus of Bible = All That Taught—Rose From Dead = Stranger In Many So-Called Churches
a) Many Bible Believing Xpians = Refugees From Liberal Mainline Denominations = Many Here Today
b) Come From Churches = Become Disconnected From Truth Of Bible = Preach A Christ =Not Recognizable
9) Creator God of Bible =Who Sent Son= Jesus Xp = At Odds Man-Centered Religion = Not Be Trusted

Third, Do Not Put Your Trust In the Government (8-12)
1) (8) Paul Makes His 3 Fold Defense = Not Committed Crime Against = Law of Jews—Temple—Caesar
a) Account Of Trial = Obviously Abbreviated = But Clear These Are Essence of Charges Against Him
2) (7) Not Prove Any Of Charges @ Paul = Case Should Be Thrown Out  If Does = Anger Jewish Leaders
a) Not Condemn =Roman Citizen W/ Out Evidence     Not Release Paul = Or Will Make Enemies of Jews
b) Same Group Of Leaders = Had Felix Removed      Justice Not Good For Festus’s Political Career
3) (9) So For Purely Political Reasons = Returns To Jews Original Favor = Suggests Sending Back To Jerusalem
a) Paul Knows Return To Jerusalem = Means Certain Death     Not So Much = Request = As Assertion
4) (10) Clear By Paul’s Response = Already Tried Right Here By Caesar’s Tribunal = If Guilty Then Execute Me
a) But If = Found NO Chargeable Offense = No Right Give Me Over To Them = Paul Feels Cornered
5) Invokes Privilege Available To Roman Citizens = Seals His Fate =Declaring = “I Appeal To Caeser” 
a) Right To Have His Case Tried By Authorities In Rome = Like An Appeal To Supreme Court
6) (12) Few Moments of Silence = While Festus Confers W/ Council = Can He Do That?—Do We Have To?
a) (12) To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go." = Should Remember = Still God’s Plan
b) (23:11) “Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.”
7) Paul Prefer Justice Set Him Free  Go To Rome As Free Man =But More Than One Way To Get To Rome
8) Let Us Not Miss = Ideology—Politics—Desire For Popularity—Personal Gain = Drive Whole Scene
a) Trial = Shown To Festus = Paul Innocent = Not Prove Any Charges = Festus Should Release Paul
b) Festus Knows As Well As Paul = Sending Back To Jerusalem W/ These Men = Certain Death
c) But Festus Wants To Send =Why? Not Bec/ Guilty = But Curry Favor & Popularity W/ Jewish Leaders
9) See This Every Day = Gov’t Run By People = Main Objective = Hold On To Power –Wealth—Influence
10) Not Trust Secular Gov’t  Need Gov’ts = Gov’ts Ordained By God = But Still Fallen Human Institutions
11) Human Institutions In Fallen World = Often Driven By Ideology & Politics—Personal Gain & Power
a) Ps. 146:3—"Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.”
b) Jer 17:5—"Thus says the LORD: "Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD” = Trust Not In Flesh = Not In Gov’t Or Religion = In Xp Alone

Finally, Trust In Christ Alone (7)
1) Return To Image = (6-7) Festus “took his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. When he had arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against him that they could not prove” = People Pleasing Governor Seated In Judgment Over Paul
a) Surrounded By Religious Men = Pointing Finger = Accusing—Lying = Willing To Murder Him If They Can
b) Xpian Standing In Midst of World = Exiles In Own Country—Pilgrims—Strangers = Called Out By Christ
c) Like Paul = Perhaps You Stand In Midst of Family—School—Workplace = Hostile To Xpian Faith
d) Like Paul = By God’s Grace = Fix Our Eyes On Jesus = Stand Faithful = In World = But Not Of World
2) Our Greatest Need—World’s Greatest Need = Spiritual = Need To Stand Right W/ God Who Made Us
a) God So Loved World = Sent Only Son = Died On Cross = To Pay Debt Of Sin = So That Thru Faith In Him
b) We May Be Forgiven—Accepted By God = Calls Us Out Of World = To Belong To Him In Time & Eternity
3) Must Not Put Our Hope In Governments—Politicians  Not Put Our Trust In Religion = But In Xp Alone
a) Need Church—Gov’t = But Dare Not Put Our Hope In Any Human Institution = Hope Found In Xp Alone
b) Ps. 146:5—"Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; who executes justice 
4) Where Is Your Hope This Morning? = Life Full Of So Much = Distracts From One Needful Thing
a) Too Often = Look To Gov’t—Human Institutions = For Safety—Hope—Purpose = Give Us What Need
b) But We Live In World = In Rebellion @ Creator = Suppress Truth @ God = Exalt Selves As Own Standard
c) Calls Us = To Be In World =But Not Of World = Deut 13:4—"It is the Lord your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him.” 
5) When Follow Jesus = Become Outsider In World = Bec/ Given Hearts & Allegiance To Creator God
6) Only Jesus Worthy Of Our Loyalty & Love=In Xp Alone Our Hope Found =He Is Our Light—Strength—Song
