Acts 24:1-27	                       The Heart of A Christian
1
First, The Christian Heart Revealed (1-27)
1) During Paul’s Trial W/Felix = A Paul Makes Confession Which Expresses = Heart of Genuine Christian
2) Roman Governor Of Judea = Felix = Former Slave of Emperor = Gained Power & Influence In Court
a) Historian Tacitus = “He wielded his kingly authority with the spirit of a slave, in all cruelty and lust”
b) By All Accounts Cruel—Corrupt—Immoral Man = (24) Drusilla = Jewish =Daughter Of Herod Agrippa I
c) Teenager =Married To Another Man = Felix  Desired Her = Lured Away From Husband = Stole Wife
3) (26) See Corruption Of His Heart = Even As Interacted W/ Paul @ Gospel = In Hope Of Getting Bribe
4) (27) Felix = Removed = Inept Handling of Violence Betw/ Jews & Greeks = Jews Complained To Emperor
a) So Felix = Unpopular W/ Jews = To Calm Dissent = Leaves Paul In Prison = 2 Yrs Before He Leaves
5) (1) 5 Days After Arriving In Caesarea = Gives Time For Accusers To Travel = Trial Before Felix
a) High Priest Comes  Brings Professional Counsel = Tertullus = Shows Intensity of Desire To Kill Paul
6) (2-3) Professional Orator = Starts W/ Profuse Flattery of Felix = Peace & Reform = Everyone Loves You
7) (4-9) Then Charges = Plague = Stirs Up Riots = Not Just In Jerusalem = Thru Out World = Ringleader of Sect
a) (5) Xpians Called = Nazarenes  (14 & 22) The Way = Of Nazarene—Xp = Still Considered Sect of Jews
b) Repeat False Charges About Profaning Temple = Whole Delegation Joins In Affirming Charges @ Him
8) (10-21) Paul Chance Make Defense  (11-13) Denies All of Charges (11) You Can Verify (13) Not Prove
a) In Jerusalem Less Than 2 Weeks  Not Find Me Stirring Up Crowds—Neither In Temple—Nor In City
9) (17-21) Here Bringing Alms To Jews = Found Me Purified In Temple = No Crowd—No Riot = Lying
10) (14-16) Heart of Passage = Here Paul Offers Confession To That Which = Not A Crime = Confesses Faith
a) Expresses Heart of Christian  Heart For Which = On Trial
b) [bookmark: _Hlk201911492][bookmark: _Hlk201911505]Heart For Worship of God & Trust In His Word—of Hope In Resurrection—For Holiness—Soft Heart

Second, Have A Heart For Worship of God & Trust In His Word (14)
1) Paul Confesses = To Being Follower Of Way of Xp  Sect = But Worships God Of Our Fathers—Of Israel
a) True Bec/ = Believes Everything Laid Down In OT Law & Prophets  Believes Bible To Be Entirely True
b) This = Xpian Heart = Worship God Of Bible = Believe Jesus Fulfillment of All of Law & Prophets
2) Implied But Not Explicit = Accusation Of His Accusers = If They Worshipped God Of Their Fathers
a) AND If Believed = Law & Prophets = God’s Word = Then They Too Would Follow = Way of Jesus Christ
3) In Heart of A Christian = Worship of One True & Living God  As He Is Revealed In Whole Counsel of God
a) Whole Scriptures = Find Fulfillment & Consummation In Life & Death of Jesus Xp
4) Paul Saying = Scriptures Point Straight To Jesus =But His Accusers = Deny Jesus = Derailed By Unbelief
a) Not Worship God Of Their Fathers = Unless Accept & Believe In Jesus As Son of God
b) Word & Worship of God Inseparable = Luke 10:16—"He who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me."
5) Same Pattern Repeated = Split Betw/ Those Worship God & Father Of Lord Jesus Xp = According To Bible…
6) PCA Calls Self = Continuing Church  Modern Church Make Same Mistakes As Paul’s Accusers = Unbelief
a) Only Way To Keep Following Scriptures Straight To Jesus = Part Company W/ Those Who Not Believe
b) To Continue In Historic Biblical Faith & Worship = Break W/ PCUSA = Form New—Old Denomination
c) As Early Church Eventually Had To Break W/ Judaism = In Order To Stay On Track = Word & Worship
7) Heart of Xpian =Worship God & Father of Lord Jesus Xp = In Faithfulness To Word Of God

Third, Christians Have A Heart of Hope In Resurrection (15)
1) (15) Paul Says That = Has Hope In God That There Will Be Resurrection of Just & Unjust =General Resurrec
a) Something Jesus Clearly Taught = John 5:28-29—“An hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.” = Spoke of Day Coming = When All Will Rise To Judgment
b) Same Judgment Describes As Separation of Sheep & Goats = Betw/ His Eternal Kingdom—Eternal Fire
c) 2 Cor. 5:10—“We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil” = Day of Justice & Accountability
2) Paul Lives In Hope = When God Judges World = Will Be Found Justified & Accepted Thru Faith Jesus Xp
a) Tit. 3:7—“Being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life”
b) My Friends = There Is Only Hope In Resurrection = Not Fear = If Stand Justified By Grace Thru Faith
3) Hope Of Resurrection = Animated Paul’s Life & Ministry = Confident of Eternal Life = Fearless—Intrepid
a) Does Your Heart Live In Hope of Resurrection?  Are You At Peace W/ God = Do Live W/ Out Fear?

Fourth, Have A Heart For Holiness (16)
1) (16) Do You Have Heart For Holiness? = Always Take Pains = A Clear Conscience Toward Both God & Man
a) Take Pains = Try Hard—Do One's Best = Strive Towards Something Important  =  Clear Conscience!
2) Conscience = Person’s Inner Judgment = Inner Light of Nature  Enables To Judge Selves & Our Conduct
a) Rom. 1:21—“So they are without excuse. For although they knew God they did not honor him as God”
b) Innate Knowledge of God’s Existence = His Divine & Holy Nature = Testifies In Souls = Right & Wrong
3) In (16) Paul Takes Pains = Pursues Disciplined Life of Love & Obedience = To Love God & Neighbor As Self
a) Seeking To Live Life Pleasing To God  To Do What Right In Eyes Of God  Obedience To His Word
4) Need To Understand = Not Obtain Clear Conscience = By Perfect Behavior = Never Sinning = Not Possible
a) Good Conscience = Made Up Of 2 Crucial Things  Desire To Please God = Lot Of Repentance
5) Xpian Has Heart For Holiness = Desire To Obey & Please God = We Strive To Honor God In All Do
a) But Truth = Struggle W/ Sin = Not Perfect = Stumble—Fail  Xpian Heart Repents & Seeks Cleansing
b) If Confess Our Sin = Faithful & Just = To Forgive = Cleanse From All UnRtness = Conscience Cleansed
c) 1 John 3:21—"Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God”
6) Good Conscience = Walk W/ God In Own Hearts = Desiring To Do His Will = Seeking To Live Life Pleasing
a) Daily Repenting of Our Sins & Failures  Great Comfort—Freedom—Joy = In Clear Conscience

Finally, Christian Heart Is A Soft Heart (22-27)
1) Prison Gives Paul Unique Opportunities To Witness = (24) Felix & Drusilla Hear Paul Speak of Faith In Xp
2) [bookmark: _Hlk202076830][bookmark: _Hlk201223359](25) Reasoned W/ Them @ Rtness & Self-Control—Coming Judgment = Resurrection Of Just & Unjust
a) Rtness & Self-Control = Xpian Heart For Holiness = Things That Make For Clear Conscience Before God
b) John 16:8—“When he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment”
3) (25) Felix Comes Under Conviction of HS = Alarmed = Afraid Why?=Not Good Man = Judgment = Coming
a) Alexander MacLaren—"[Paul] reasons “of righteousness” with the unjust judge, “Of temperance” with the self-indulgent, sinful pair, “of the judgment to come” with these two, who thought that they could do anything they liked with impunity.” = Afraid = Sends Away = Will Bring Back When Opportunity
4) Paul Testified To His Clear Conscience Before God  Felix’s Fear = Testifies To Guilty Conscience
a) So Not Want To Hear Anymore @ God’s Rtness & Judgment = Hardens Heart = Cuts Off Conversation
b) Notice Felix Says = “For Present” = Maybe Later = Think @ These Things = Take Seriously
5) My Friends = May Not Be A Later = This Is Felix’s Moment = Conscience Pricked = HS Brought Conviction
a) Heb. 3:13—"Exhort one another every day, as long as it is called "today," that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin” =Today = Not Safe To Ignore Conviction of HS = Hearts Harden
6) Rom. 1:18, 21, 24—“Men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth…although they knew God, they did not honor him as God…Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts” = Gave Them Over
a) Note Progression = Know Truth = But Suppress It—Not Honor God—God Gives Them Up To Hard Heart
b) Felix Says = Maybe Later = But What Really Wants = Bribe—Money—Greedy = Loves World—His Sin
7) Many Think = Get Serious Later = Suppress Truth = Continue To Toy W/ Love Of World—Love Of Sin
a) But This Dangerous Game = Heb 4:7—"Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts."= Today
8) Is Holy Spirit Convicting You Of Sin—Self-Control—Rtness—Coming Judgment = Xpian Heart = Soft Heart
a) Responds To Conviction of HS W/ Heart Of Repentance = Renewed Desire To Live Life Pleasing To God
