Acts 23:12-35	                       God Is Not Done With Me Yet
1
First, The Plot To Kill Paul
1) Tried To Kill Paul In Streets—Spoke From Barracks = Cried Out For His Death  Took Him To Council
a) Ended W/ Crowd Wanting To Tear To Pieces  (11) Jesus Appears To Paul = Comfort & Encourage
b) Very Next Verse (12-13) Making New Plan To Kill Paul  Assassination Plot = By Religious Extremists
2) (13) More Than 40 Men Make Religious Vow = Not Eat = To Fast Until Able To Murder Paul
3) (14) Approach Leadership  Probably Not Pharisees  Sadducees = Hated Pharisees & Xpians
a) (15) Some Council Members Conspire  Agree To Summon Paul For Further Questioning
b) Plan To Ambush = Before Gets To Council = Which Gives Council Plausible Deniability = Dirty Work
4) Situation = Bit Epic = Paul Would Come W/ Light Guard Of Roman Soldiers = Going To Be Skirmish
a) Need Sizable Group of Assassins = Bec/ Going To Have To Fight Roman Soldiers
b) So Assassins = Ready To Fight & Die in Their Attempt = To Kill Paul = Why? = Preaches Jesus Freely
5) But God = Not Lost Control of Situation = Rescue Comes From Unexpected Direction = Paul Has = Nephew
a) Did Family Move To Jerusalem = Or Just Nephew = Is He A Xpian As Well  Is He In Leadership?
b) Not Know Much = But In God’s Providence =Right Place—Right Time To Hear Whisper of Secret Plot
6) (16-21) Nephew Tells Paul Paul Calls = Centurion  Takes Young Man To Tribune = Relates The Plot
a) Young Man Sworn To Silence & Dismissed  Tribune Jumps Into Action

Second, The Roman Rescue
1) May Be Tribune = Honorable  Different Man—Lesser Man = May Just Let It Happen = Problem Solved
a) Or May Just Be Doing His Job = Not Want Blood In Streets = Over Roman Born Citizen = Either Way
2) Moves Quickly & Decisively = To Transfer Paul Out of His Jurisdiction = Summons 2 Centurions
a) Century—Centuria = 100  Centurion = Officer Commanding 100 Soldiers = Orders 200 Soldiers
b) Plus 70 Horsemen  Garrison Probably Cohort = 480 Men  Sending Roughly Half Of Garrison
3) Sending To Caesarea = Military Headquarters of Judea = Where Roman Governor Felix Based
a) Provide Paul W/ Horse So Whole Company = Move Quickly = Leave At 3rd Hour = 9:00 At Night
4) (26-30) Sends Letter = Full Name Claudius Lysias = Tells Story = Lysias = Hero = Leaves Out Binding
5) (31-32) Get Paul To Antipatris = About ½ Way  200 Foot Soldiers Turn Back  Cavalry Finish Trip
6) Paul & Letter Safely Delivered To Felix In Caesarea = First Thing Asks = Where Is Paul From? = Cilicia
a) Probably Needs To Determine Whether Needs To Send Him On = To Some Other Jurisdiction
7) (35) Bec/ Felix Hears Answer = Decides To Hear Case  Paul = Remains Prisoner Awaiting Another Trial
8) So What? = What Can We Learn From This Episode In The Adventures of Paul the Apostle?

Finally, What Can We Learn From Paul’s Story
1) The Unbelieving World Believes = Serving God—The Good = By Being Anti-Christian—Anti-Christ
a) (12) “Bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they had killed Paul” = Fast Until Murder
b) Perverse Religious Commitment =Assassins Bind Selves By Religious Fast = To Kill Xpian Missionary
c) Craig Keener—“Revolutionary-minded Jews considered some assassinations pious acts”
d) John 16:2-3—"The hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me” = Not Know God—Jesus
e) Right Now In America = Not Killed  Canceled = Slandered—Attacked—Misrepresented—Sued
f) SPLC = Designated Focus on Family =Hate Group =For Biblical Stance On Gender—Sexuality—Marriage
g) Atheists—Liberals—Marxists =All Think = Right Side Of History = By Silencing & Eradicating Xpian Faith
h) My Friends Let Us Take Our Lead From Jesus = “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
i) As God’s People Need To Follow Jesus = Way Respond & Pray = In Midst of Lost World=Not Know God
2) God Uses Little People—Nobodies—Those Nameless In History = To Advance His Purposes & His Kingdom
a) Young Man Who Saves Paul From Assassination Plot = Not Even Know His Name = Paul’s Sister’s Son
b) But Used of God = W/ Nephew’s Help = Paul Goes On To Rome = Where Writes = Gal—Eph—Ph—Col
c) Nephew Could Not Have Done What Paul Did Afterwards  Paul = Uniquely Gifted & Trained
d) Do You Ever Feel Like = Nameless Nephew  Tempted Be Discouraged = Not Accomplish Great Things
e) 1 Cor 12:15—“If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body” = Foot May Be At Bottom—Bit Smelly = But Where Would Be?
f) God Tells Us = Not Despise = Day Of Small Things = Become Infinite & Eternal In Hands of God
g) Perhaps You Are Faithful Deacon—Elder—SS Teacher—SGL—Greeter = Made Someone Welcome
i) 50 Years From Now = How Many Will Remember Your Name—My Name = Not Matter
h) If That Name Written In Lamb’s Book of Life = Whatever We Do—Do It All In Name of Lord Jesus
i) J. Thain Davidson—"There are anonymous ministries in life that are of unspeakable importance. The agent is unknown or forgotten, but the deed lives forever.” = Those Who Do Good Deeds In Secret
3) God Able To Give Us Grace = Need Moment By Moment = To Face Difficult Circumstances—Struggles
a) Maybe Things = Been Difficult—Challenging—Overwhelming  Maybe Just Had Rough Week
b) Paul Most Certainly Did = Almost Killed Several Times = Lying In Roman Prison = Nephew Shows Up
c) Nothing Like Nice Visit From Family To Cheer Up  Only To Be Confronted =W/ More Terrifying News
d) 40 Assassins Pledged Their Lives = To See You Dead   How Would You & I Receive Difficult News
e) We All Face Difficult Circumstances—Difficult News = Never Know What’s Around Corner
f) Do Ever Read Paul’s Letters = Wonder How He Lived—Experienced = Things He Wrote =Words of Jesus
g) 2 Cor. 12:9—"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." = For You Too
h) Paul Had Savior’s Word = In Weakest Moments = Experience His Perfect Grace & Power = I Am W/ You
i) Paul Had Confidence =Whatever Happened = Phil. 1:21—"For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain”
j) Paul Not Always Know What Future Held = But Able To Face It W/ Divine Grace & Strength
k) Not Have Assassins Out To Kill Us  But His Grace = Sufficient For Your Struggle = Go To Him ! Throne
4) Our God & Father Ever-Present & Active Governing World = Especially Lives His People W/ Sovereign Care
a) (11) Jesus Revealed God’s Plan To Paul = Going To Rome  This Just Story Of How God Does It
b) See How God Works To Protect Paul—Send Him Towards Rome Thru Very Ordinary Means
c) Nephew In Just Right Place—Just Right Time = Able To Inform Paul Centurion & Tribune = Favorable
d) Alexander MacLaren—"Little did the fiery zealots who were eager to plunge their daggers into Paul’s heart, or the lad who hastened to tell him the secret he had discovered, or the Roman officer who equally hastened to get rid of his troublesome prisoner, dream that they were all partners in bringing about one God-determined result — the fulfilment of the promise that had calmed Paul in the preceding night: ‘So must thou bear witness also at Rome’ = By Next Day = Paul In Port City On His Way
e) Ordinary Means No Less Divinely Orchestrated = Than When God Uses Angels & Earthquakes
f) God Not Done W/ Paul Yet  Paul Will Testify In Rome  Safe In Purposes of God = Whatever Circum 
g) If You Are Here This Morning—Watching Online = Means = God Not Done W/ You Either
h) One Day = We Will Go Home = To Be W/ Christ In Life That Is Eternal = But Until Then = In His Care
i) Rom. 8:28—“We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” = All Those Who Love God Abide In His Sovereign Care = Orders Lives
j) Do You Know This? = God’s Gracious Ordering Hand = Do You Trust Him = Even When Not Understand
k) God Not Rescue Paul From Prison = Spends Rest of His Life In Prison = But Never Out of God’s Care
l) Rom. 14:8—"For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's” = We Belong To The Lord  Not Done W/ Us Yet
5) Live In World = Not Understand Things Of God = Rebel Against Word & His Way = Respond In Spirit of Xp
a) God Have Mercy  Forgive Them—Forgive Us =As Each Of Us Play Our Small Part = In His Grand Story
b) Longing To Be Useful = Remembering His Grace & Power = Sufficient  In Our Weakest Moments
c) Let Us Press In To Throne of Grace—In Prayer = To Find Help Grace—Encouragement—Strength
6) God Done W/ Paul = So Nothing Could Touch Him
7) Until Our Savior Done W/ You & I = We Live Safely In His Care = Let Us Live As Those Who Belong To Lord
