Acts 22:22-23:11	                       Stand Strong, You Are Not Alone
1
[bookmark: _Hlk200099861]First, Gospel of Jesus Christ Offensive To Hard Hearts (22-23)
1) Paul =Missionary  Travelling All Over Empire Preaching = Jesus Xp = Raised From Dead = Savior of World
a) When Paul Returned To Jerusalem = Some Jews From Mission Field = Recognized Paul = Start Riot
b) (21:31) @ To Kill Paul = Saved From Certain Death = By Providential Intervention of Roman Officer
2) Now Stands Behind Group Of Roman Soldiers = (1) Given Permission To Speak = Makes Defense—Apology
a) His Defense Simply To Tell His Testimony = Tells Story = Of What God Had Done In His Life
b) Purpose = To Show What He Preaching = What God = Called Him To Preach = Good News About Jesus
3) So Far So Good  Until (21) Declares = God Sent Him To Preach To Gentiles = Chaos Erupts =Pick Up Story
a) What Set Off Mob = Word Gentile = Go Nuts = At Idea God Sent Paul Directly To Gentiles W/ Gospel
b) Paul Boldly Proclaiming Good News = Of What Jesus Has Done = To Every Nation = All Kinds Of People
c) Jesus Died Paid Debt For Sins = For Anyone Who = Put Their Faith In Jesus= Their Sins Can Be Forgiven
4) Jewish Leadership Rejects This = Believe Messiah Belongs To Jews = & Gentiles Must Become Jews First
5) (22-23) Really Quite The Scene = Very Sincere & Passionate Crowd = But Sincerely & Passionately Wrong
a) [bookmark: _Hlk199853653]Overcome W/ Outrage = Shouting = Paul Not Be Allowed To Live = Must Be Eradicated From Earth
b) Shouting—Stripping Off Cloaks—Throwing Dust Into Air = Out of Minds W/ Rage
c) Paul Says = Rom 10:2-3—“They have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge…being ignorant of the righteousness of God”= Right W/ God Thru Faith In Xp Zeal = But Passionately Wrong=Not Listen
6) See This Frequently In Our Culture = Rational Discourse Broken Down = Dialogue Given Way To Outrage
a) Instead Of Discussing Differences = Constant Sense of Zealous Outrage = Verbal & Physical Attacks
b) Riots In Streets = Everyone = Nazi—Threat To Democracy = Assassinations—Attempted Assassinations
c) Determined = Those W/ Whom We Disagree = Must Not Be Allowed To Live = Eradicated From Earth
d) Sincere & Passionate People = Overcome By Feelings = Abandoned Reason = Out of Minds W/ Rage
7) Live In World = Offended By Truth = Unable To Convince Others W/ Reason = So Riot & Kill
a) Xpians Believe In Absolute—Objective Truth—Xpian Morality=Increasingly Outrage Focused On Xpians

Second, The State Is An Unreliable Ally (24-29)
1) Earlier = Mob Beaten Paul—Tried To Kill Him = (22) Renew Call For His Execution = Soldiers Take Inside
a) Crazy Situation = Roman Soldiers—Gov’t Troops = Arrested Paul—Protecting From Own Jewish People
2) (24-25) Out Of The Fire = Into Frying Pan = Roman Tribune Decides = Since Not Understand Crowds Rage
a) Still Not Know What Charge Jews Have Against Paul = Not Egyptian Rebel = What Crime Committed?
b) Why So Angry ?? = So Decides = To Torture Paul = To Extract Confession = What’s Going On?
3) So Order Given For Paul To Be Flogged = Brutally Whipped = Leather Strips Tipped W/ Metal
a) Legal To Whip Slaves & Foreigners = To Find Out Truth—Extract Confessions
b) But Roman Law Outlawed Flogging of Citizens For Information  Illegal To Punish W/ Out Trial
c) Paul Chooses This Moment To Exercise His Rights  Reveal = Roman Citizenship = This Is Illegal
4) (26-28) Soldier Reports To Tribune = Who Goes To Check It Out Himself = Paul Confirms = Citizenship
a) Tribune Boasts = Bought Citizenship At Great Price = Paul Let’s Know = Born = Roman Citizen
b) Birthright Citizenship = Higher Status Than Bought = Birth More Rights = Paul = Higher Status
5) (29) Realizes Had Roman Citizen Bound  Also Illegal To Disgrace Citizen By Publicly Binding—Chaining
a) So Paul’s Rights As Roman Citizen = Transform Situation = But These Kinds of Laws Change Regularly
b) See This Around World = In Own Country  Sometimes Laws Protect Us = Sometimes Come After Us
c) Sometimes = Doing Both = Protecting Us From the Mob = But At Same Time = Wants To Flog Us
6) Constantly Shifting Political Landscape = Called To Stand Strong In Xp = No Matter Current Atmosphere
a) Our Hope & Trust = In Xp Alone = Sometimes Paul = Whipped—Here Spared = Always Trusting Jesus
b) Our Hope = Not In Secular Gov’t = Fickle = Even When Seems = Support—Protect Xpian Rights—Values
c) Often Does So For Political Reasons = Both Parties = Want Your Vote = Win Votes By Promising
7) Wise To Exercise Rare—Precious Gift = Right To Vote = Self-Determination  But Must Not Be Naive
a) Wise As Serpents—Innocent As Doves = Not Put Our Hope In Politics—Politicians = Turn On Dime
8) My Friends = Our First Loyalty To Xp  Our Primary Citizenship = In Heaven= In Kingdom of Jesus Christ
a) Acts 5:29—"Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men.”
9) Yes = Must Know Our Rights—Fight For Rights—Exercise Our Rights = To Full Legal Extent Possible
a) As Long As Can Claim Our Rights = W/ Out Betraying Xp & Truth = Make Use of State = Not Trust It
10) Not Miss= Bound To Justice Of State  Series of Trials  Transfer To Rome  Prison = Beheaded
11) The State Not Trustworthy Ally = Not Then—Not Now = Our Trust & Hope In King Jesus Alone

Third, Stand Strong In Hope of Gospel (30-23:10)
1) (30) Roman Tribune Still Not Know Paul’s Crime = No Clear Accusation = Calls Jewish Council Together
a) (1) Council Eagerly Gathers = First Thing = Paul Pleads His Innocence = Good Conscience Before God
b) This Heart of His Defense = Only Preached What God Called Him To Preach
c) High Priest Has Him Struck  Responds W/ Bold Words = God Will Strike You = Whitewashed Wall
d) Sits As Judge Of Law = Breaks Law By Ordering Paul Struck  Judges Breaking Law When See Fit
2) (6) Paul Claims To Be On Trial = Bec/ Of Hope of Resurrection = Heart of Gospel = Crowd Explodes Again
a) Bec/ Council Itself = Divided On Question of Resurrection  Pharisees Believed  Sadducees = Not
3) Sadducees OT Liberals (8) Not Believe In Resurrection—Life After Death = Weak Doctrine = Spiritual World
a) Pharisees = Biblical Conservatives = Believe In Resurrection & Life Everlasting  Things Jesus Taught
4) Not Think Paul Just Deflecting = Resurrection Of Jesus Xp From Dead = Heart of His Preaching Everywhere
a) Sometimes = Wisest Path = Not To Argue W/ Those Who Won't Listen Reject Truth = Stick To Gospel
b) Knows = Ultimate Hope = Faith In Resurrected & Living Xp = Hope Of Eternal Life =Makes Central Issue
c) 1 Cor. 15:17—"If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins”
5) But Oh = If Xp Has Been Raised = If Conquered Death On Our Behalf = Our Sins Can Be Washed Away
a) We Too May Have Hope of Eternal Life = So Paul Makes Resurrection Of Jesus Xp = Heart of Gospel
6) Gospel of Jesus Christ Offensive To Hard Hearts = Division & Violence = Threatens Tear Paul To Pieces

Finally, The Resurrected Christ Stands With Us To End of the Age (23:11)
1) Paul Surrounded On All Sides By Hostility—Danger = Stands Alone Before Jewish & Roman Authorities
a) Can You Image = In Custody Of Roman Guards = Flog If Could = Jewish Leadership = Want Him Dead
b) Why? = All So Opposed To Him = Violent—Even Murderous  Preaches Jesus Xp Risen Lord & Savior
2) (11) Reveals Spiritual Reality Behind = What Seems Like Political Chaos = Paul Serving Purposes of God
a) In Quiet of Night = While Locked In Roman Prison = Hears Voice of His Savior = Jesus Comes To Him
b) Speaks Words of Comfort—Encouragement—Guidance—"Take courage, for as you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem [Resurrection], so you must testify also in Rome."
3) Take Courage = Idea = Continuous = Keep Up Courage = In Face Of Continued Opposition & Danger
a) Jesus Reminds Him = I Am W/ You—Never Left You Acts 18:9-10—"The Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, "Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you” = Never You
4) Must Be My Witness In Rome = Must Be = Divine Necessity—Plan = Continue To Witness = As Prisoner 
a) God Placed Desire In Heart= Rom. 1:15—"I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome
5) Jesus Tells Paul To Take Courage = Not Bec/ Things = Get Easier = But Bec/ God’s Purpose = Being Fulfilled
a) Paul Will Go To Rome—The Gospel Will Advance = Jesus Will Be W/ Him = Every Step Of The Way
6) Great Promise=Matt. 28:19-20—"Go & make disciples of all nations…I am with you always, to the end of the age” = Jesus’s Witnesses = Rejected By World—Misunderstood By Friends—Family
7) Gospel Will Be Opposed = But Must Not Shrink Back = Proclaim It Boldly—Stand Strong = Not Alone
8) My Friends = Do You Know This Jesus = Who Gave Self On Cross = To Pay Our Debt Of Sin = Rose = Dead
a) Be Forgiven—Have Relat/ W/ God Restored = Will Put Your Faith—Trust In Him = Bow Knee As King
b) For Those Who Have Jesus = King & Savior = Never Leave You Nor Forsake You = Now & Forever
