Acts 20:31-38	                       Nature of Gospel Ministry
1
[bookmark: _Hlk196986176]First, Gospel Ministry Should Be Commended To God
1) These = Paul’s Last Words To Ephesian Elders = (36-38) Culminates In Touching Emotional Goodbye
a) Kneel Down & Pray Together = Hugs & Cultural Holy Kisses = Handshakes = Wept Together
b) Special Poignancy To Parting (38) Never See Paul Again = Walk To Ship = See Him Off To Jerusalem
2) Here = As Paul Parts From Eph Elders = Touches On Important Aspects of Nature of Gospel Ministry
a) Things = Can Be Helpful To Us As Think @ Our Ministry  You & I Engaged In Same Gospel Ministry
b) Eph. 4:11-12—God Gave “Shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ” = Work of Ministry = Building Up Of Church = Work of All Saints
3) First = (32) Gospel Ministry Should Be Commended To God = = To Commit—Entrust To Someone
a) So Paul Commends Elders & Church To God = To God’s Care & Protection = To His Ongoing Work
4) (31) Be Alert = Stay Awake  Know That For 3 Years = Admonished—Warned W/ Tears
a) Admonished & Warned @ What? = (30) Fierce Wolves—False Teachers = Teaching Twisted Things
5) Paul Loved Them—Shared His Life—Taught & Discipled = Protected Them = Knows False Teachers
a) And Now = Must Be Parted From Them = No Longer Able To Personally Care For—Look After
b) LIKE Sending Child To College = Commend To God = Concerned For Them  Not Going To Be Around
6) (32) As Paul Sails Away = All Can Do = Commend = To Grace of God = Lord Who = Never Leave—Forsake
a) Commends To God =Bec/ Ultimately Church—Ministry Belong To God = Even When Not Apart
7) Should Always Be Posture = Church Always God’s Church= Commend Her To His Tender Care & Keeping
a) We Do All We Can= But Whatever Our Ministry = Commend—Commit Our People = To Grace of God

Second, Gospel Ministry Is Gospel-Centered (32)
1) Commends Elders & Whole Church = To God  =   & To Word of His Grace = Gospel of Jesus Christ
a) (24) Speaks of “Ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God”
b) Word of God’s Grace = Deposit Entrusted To Church = Mission of Church = Also Creates & Empowers
2) Gospel = Proclamation of Love & Sacrifice Of Lord Jesus = Forgiveness—Acceptance—Offered In His Name
3) Our Vision Statement = Want To Be Community Liberated By Grace = Living Livings Fully Committed To Xp
a) Want Whole Ministry To Flow Out of Freedom = Of Grace of God In Gospel  
4) Word of His Grace Tells Us = Thru Faith In Jesus Christ = All of Guilt of Our Sin Imputed To Jesus = On Cross
a) Thru Faith In Xp = Forgiven = Counted As Rteous = Stand Perfectly Justified—Accepted By God = Free
b) Rom. 8:1—"There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” = 100% Rteous
c) Those Who Stand Perfectly Forgiven—Justified—Accepted By God = Freest People In World = Joy
5) Church = People & Ministries = Not Centered On What We Do For God = But On What God Done For Us
a) Worship—Personal Holiness—Our Ministries = Must Flow From Grace We Have Received
b) Ministry & Holiness = Not Works Do In Hope God Will Find Us Acceptable = Free Response of Liberated
c) Worship = Not Duty = But Delight In God Who Saved Us—Overflow of Hearts Full of Love & Gratitude
d) Personal Holiness = God Implanted Desire To Be More Like Jesus = In Whom = Stand Rteous Already
6) (32) We Commend The Church To Gospel of Grace = Paul Lists Some of Power & Fruits of Gospel
a) [bookmark: _Hlk197237232]It Is Gospel of Grace = Builds Up Church = Not Law—Our Works = But Free Response of Free
b) It Is Gospel of Grace = Gives The Inheritance = Eternal Life = As Brother’s & Sister’s = Co-Heirs
c) Gospel of Grace = Places Us Among Sanctified = Makes Holy  Sets Us Apart As Free People of God
7) Never Move Past Gospel Of His Grace = Daily Center of Xpian Life—Ministry of Church = Commend

Third, Gospel Ministry Not About Money (33-34)
1) World Awash W/ Gospel of Greed = Prosperity Gospel = If Enough Faith & Positivity = God Make Rich
a) So-Called Pastors = Run Ministries Telling You=Your Getting Rich = Depends On Giving Them Money
b) Or Buy ‘Blessed’ Trinket = Will Convery God’s Blessing To You  Grace & Blessing = Commodity Buy
2) (33) How Different This Is = From Paul  Coveted No One’s Silver—Gold—Nice Clothes = Not @ Money
a) (34) Talks @ How Provided Own Needs W/ Own Hands = Making Tents  Know Received Support
b) Not Saying God’s People = Not Need To Support God’s Ministry = Most Certainly Do = In Both OT & NT
3) But Paul Not Want God’s People To Associate Grace W/ Greed = Wants To Be Clear  Not Selling Grace
a) 2 Cor. 2:17—"For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ” = Gospel Preacher = Not Salesman
b) Peddler = Someone Who Travels Around Selling Their Wares = Paula White = Passover Seed Blessing
c) Qualification For Both Elders & Deacons = All Leaders = 1 Tim 3:8 = “not greedy for dishonest gain” 
4) Right Place For Tithing—Giving—Generosity =Free Expresssion of Obedience From Free Children of God
a) Gospel Ministry = God’s Free People Liberated By Word of His Grace = Not Covetous—Greedy Heart
b) 1 Tim. 6:9-10—“Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires…the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils” = ‘Give & Grow Rich = Driven By Greed
c) 1 Pet. 5:2—“Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly” = Willing & Eager To Serve
5) Paul Not Want God’s People To Associate Gospel W/ Greed—Shameful Gain = Sincere—Eager Hearts

Fourth, Gospel Ministry Requires Hard Work (35)
1) (35) In All Things =Paul Example Hard Worker = Goal of Hard Work To Serve Needs Of Other’s =Help Weak
2) Paul Taught Hard Work = Modelled Hard Work = Encouraged & Expected Hard Work From God’s People
a) 1 Th 5:14—“We urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.”  Part of Discipleship & Pastoral Care = Encourage Hard Work = By Name…
b) Col. 4:17—“Say to Archippus, "See that you fulfill the ministry that you have received in the Lord.”
c) God Given Gifts—Calling To Serve = Must Have Pulled Back From Ministry = Paul Calls Him Out
3) Col 3:23—"Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men” = In Everything Work Heartily
a) Xpians = Best Employees—Employers—Spouses—Church Members = Bec/ In Everything Work Heartily
b) Paul Walks His Talk = Models & Teaches = Shown How To Work Hard = Free Overflow of God’s Grace
c) [bookmark: _Hlk197239504]1 Cor. 15:10—“By the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me”
4) God’s Grace = Not Make Slack & Lazy = Grace Enables To Work Heartily = To Do More = Freely From Heart
a) Col 1:29—"For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.”
b) Grace Is Powerhouse = Empowers Gospel Ministry = Serves Needs of Other’s  Helps Weak—Young

Finally, Gospel Ministry Flows From Generous Heart (35)
1) (35) Some of Very Few Words of Jesus = Directly Quoted =Outside the Gospel Narratives = Acts Chap 1
a) Every Word Of Bible = Jesus’s Words = Shows More = Lord Jesus Said Than Recorded = Fill Books
b) “It is more blessed to give than to receive” = What If This Statement of Truth = Governed Xpian Li-fe
2) Blessing Of God Experienced Most In Heart Of Giver = We All Have To Be Receivers At Times= Not Takers
3) Generous Heart = Heart of Stewardship = God’s Money—Time—Gifts & Talents = God’s Gifts = Given Away
a) Generosity = Attitude & Posture of Heart  Opposite Of Greed = Works Hard So = Enough To Give
b) Only Way Top Do This = Create Margin In Life—Extra Around Edges—Leftovers = Free To Give
c) If Too Busy—Used Up All Time = Have No Time To Give  If Maxed Out Budget On Self = Nothing Left
d) Generous Heart = Finds God’s Blessing = Being Focused = Not On Self & Getting  Others & Giving
4) David Mathis—"Money [time & Talents] is a powerful revealer of the human soul. What we do (and don’t do) with money puts the depths of our inner person on display — in ways we often do not see (and show) otherwise. Money provides a wonderful and terrible objectifying glimpse into one’s heart…Which is why our handling of money is such a wonderful opportunity for Christians to show the world the value of Christ
a) Out Abundance of Heart Mouth Speaks =We Give Time—Talents—Treasure  Serve = Gospel Ministry
5) Paul Wanted To Work Hard Enough = Have Enough = To Be Able To Help = To Give—Serve = Be Generous
a) Want To Say W/ Paul = I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me”
