Acts 20:17-27	                       Whole Hearted For The Lord
1
First, Serve Humbly, Heartily & Sacrificially (17-19)
1) Paul Finished Third & Final Missionary Journey (22) Constrained By HS = Driven To Jerusalem 
a) (22-23) Same Spirit Who Constrains Him = Made Clear = Imprisonment & Affliction Await Him
2) Echo Of Jesus’ Final Trip To Jerusalem  When HS Made Clear = Suffering Awaited Him There =Set Face
a) Luke 9:51—"When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem”
3) Same For Paul =HS Not Just Revealing Future =Impressing God’s Plan On Paul = Constraining—Driving Him
4) (17) Paul Skipped Ephesus Bec/ In Hurry =Stops At Miletus = S. of Ephesus = Summons The Elders To Come
a) (25) Paul Knows = Never See These Men Again =Faithful Brothers In Xp—Partners In Ministry
b) Saying = Final Goodbye = So Carefully Chosen Last Words = Carry Significant Weight
5) (18) You Yourselves Know = You Elders & Leaders Who Served W/ Me = From 1st Day= Whole Time = 3 YRs
a) Reminding = Not So Much Content of Teaching = But Rather = Quality—Manner of His Ministry—Life
6) (19) He Was Among Them = As Servant of Xp = Not For Self-Gain = Not Money—Not Power = But Served
a) Matt. 20:28—“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life= How @ You & I?
b) Rom. 12:11—"Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord” = Paul Walked His Talk
c) He Served In Face of Jewish Plots = Opposition & Resistance = Service =Humble—Heartfelt—Sacrificial
7) (19) Humble Service = Can Say = Bec/ Witnessed & Experienced =Know Paul—Life & Character =Know True
a) Humility Towards God = Willing Servant Of Jesus = Wanted Whole Life To Rebound To Glory of Christ
b) Col 3:17—“Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus = For Jesus
c) Humility Towards Others = Not Lord Over Them = Served Them—Taught—Comforted—Encouraged
d) Eph. 4:1-2—I “urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience = Paul’s Heart =Humble Heart Towards God & Others
8) (19) Service Was Heartfelt = Served Xp & His Church = W/ Tears = Of Concern & Care = Tears Before Lord
a) Wept W/ Them = As Cared For Them = Worried About Them = Served Among Them—W/ Them
9) (19) Service Humble & Heartfelt = Also Sacrificial =Served Lord W/ Trials = Constant Cost To His Service
a) Witnessed Paul’s Willingness To Serve Xp = Despite Physical Suffering = Constants Plots To Harm & Kill
b) Even Now Paul Hurrying Towards Jerusalem = Though HS Made Clear = His Obedience Will Cost Him
c) Not Even Like Being Inconvenienced = Like To Serve On Own Terms = What Are We Willing To Give?
10) Paul Says = You Ephesian Leaders Know = My Service To Lord Jesus = Humble, Sincere, Costly & Sacrificial
a) Col 3:23—"Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men =From Soul—Whole Heart
b) Phil. 1:1—Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi
c) Are We Whole-Hearted In Our Service = Robert Humble—Sincere—Sacrificial Servant of Lord Jesus?

Second, Love The Whole Counsel of God (20-21, 25-27)
1) [bookmark: _Hlk194562867]For You & I = To Be Whole-Hearted Servants of Xp =Not Shrink Back From Declaring Whole Counsel of God
2) (20) Not Shrink Back From Declaring Anything Profitable = Teaching In Public = Idea = Not W/ Hold Truth
a) David Peterson—“The elders may have faced the temptation to water down the message”= Shrink Back
b) Perennial Temptation To Water Down Truth = Make More Palatable = Less Offensive = Attract More
3) (21) Declared Truth Jews & Greeks = Call To Repentance Toward God  Faith In Our Lord Jesus Christ
a) 1 Cor. 1:23-24—“We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”
b) Cross = Stumbling Block To Jews—Offensive Folly To Gentiles = Not Hold Back = Repent & Believe!
c) (26) Paul Declares = Innocent of All Blood = Like Watchman In Ezekiel = Faithfully Sounded The Alarm
4) Liberal Xpianity = Watering Down of Biblical Truth =To Make Acceptable To Current Culture—Progressive
a) Go Along To Get Along = To Be Inclusive  Just Water Down = Jettison Hard Things—Make Feel Bad
b) How Much Easier = If Just Not Preach Exclusivity of Xp = Reality of Hell = Necessity of Repentance
5) All Have To Do = To Attract World = Shrink Back From Declaring = What (27) Calls =Whole Counsel of God
a) Whole Counsel = the complete and comprehensive message of God revealed in Scripture, encompassing His plan for salvation, redemptive history, and moral directives” = Whole Counsel = Whole Bible
b) Joel Osteen Shrinks Back= Not Talk @ Anything Negative =Sin—Hell—Judgment—Moral Demands
c) Rev. 22:18-19—"I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city.”
6) God Given Whole Counsel= All Necessary For You & I To Know—Understand = Salvation—Spiritual Life
a) 2 Pet. 1:3—"His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence” = God’s Word =Whole Counsel of God
7) (20) So Part of Serving Lord W/ Humility = Commitment To Full Revelation of God = OT & NT = All Of It
a) Skip Nothing = Want To Understand All Of It = Know God As Revealed In His Word = His Truth & Ways
b) Not Omit—Downplay—Twist—Shrink Back = Important Truths of Scripture = Submit To Every Word
8) (20-21) Three Things In Relation To Whole Counsel Of God = Bold—Edifying—Christ-Centered
9) Bold = (20 & 27) Must Not Shrink Back From Declaring Whole Counsel = Preach Every Word As Truth
a) Expository Preaching =Thru Whole Books—Every Verse=Teaching Everything—Skipping Nothing
10) (20) Edifying = Profitable = Declaring Everything = Helpful For Spiritual Growth & Understanding = All Of It
a) 2 Tim. 3:16—"All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” = God’s Word = Only Standard For Faith & Life
11) (21) Christ-Centered = Repentance Towards God = Faith In Lord Jesus Christ = Christ = Center Of Bible
a) Sign = Xp-Centered = Bible Is Xp-Centered = So Are We = Preach Repentance Towards God = Faith In
12) If Going To Love God W/ Whole Hearts = Love Whole Counsel Of God = Not Shrink Back = Truth, Whole…

Finally, Present Yourselves Wholly To God (22-24)
1) So Paul Serves Humbly, Heartily & Sacrificially = Not Shrink Back From Declaring Whole Counsel of God 
2) Also Not Shrink Back From Counting Cost of Serving Xp = Presents Whole Life—Whole Self To Xp’s Service
3) (24) But Not Account My Life Of Any Value =IOW Not Trying To Save My Life =Not My Will =But God’s Will
a) Recognizes = God’s Call To Jerusalem = Will Cost Him Dearly  But Not Shrink Back From The Call
4) (24) “Not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself” = Given It To God = To Do As He Pleases
a) 1 Cor. 6:19-20—"You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”
b) Rom. 12:1—“Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable” = Offer Selves Completely
c) Mat 16:25—For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it
5) Paul Saying = For Sake of Christ = Gospel & Kingdom = Willing To Make Whatever Sacrifice Required
6) (24) Do See Paul’s Heart? = All Want = Finish My Journey Faithfully  All Want= To Hear = Well Done!
a) (24) Lord Jesus Gave Me = Ministry = Called Me To Preach Gospel of Grace of God
b) What Is It? (21) Good News = Can Repent Towards God = Find Life Thru Faith In Our Lord Jesus Christ
c) Repentance = Turning Away From All Displeases God  Hating Sin = Loving—Serving—Honoring God
d) Faith Towards Lord Jesus Christ = Put Our Trust & Hope In Him Alone For Salvation = As Savior
7) This Good News Of God’s Grace = More Precious To Paul = Than His Own Life = Wants To Be Faithful
a) Chains & Suffering Await = But Rushes Headlong To Do Will of God = Offers Self Wholly To God
b) Serving Xp = More Important Than Staying Alive = Oh My Friends = How Soft We Have Become
c) How Little = Willing To Sacrifice = To Give Up—To Miss =Love Our Time—Our Priorities—Our Comforts
8) But Can We Get Sense = Of Paul’s Heart—Passion = Whole-Hearted Devotion To Things of God
a) How Would Your Life Change = If Serving Jesus = More Precious To You = Than Own Life
9) May We Be So Constrained By His Spirit = Offer Selves As Living Sacrifices = Holy & Pleasing To God
a) Whole Hearted = In Service To Lord = In Love For Whole Counsel Of God = Giving Whole Selves To Him
