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What do you know about secularism? 
      - “Secular” =  Latin for “Worldly” or “Temporal”     
      - Is this even a religion? (Yes – by our working definition, though probably no 
one claims the title “Secularist.”) 
 
-20% of the world’s population, includes: 

-Atheists (believe there is enough evidence to show that God doesn’t exist) 
-Agnostics (believe you can’t know whether or not God exists) 
-Functional Atheists (doesn’t care whether or not God exists) 

 
Rise of Secularism 
- Gutenberg 
 - Printing press led to greater access to writings 
 - 2 responses:  
  1) Increased knowledge of/obedience to God’s Word = led to 
Reformation 
  2) Increased humanism = led to Renaissance  
-Renaissance 

-Truth came from one source, the church, and science such as it was, 
aligned itself with the church 

 -Galileo, during the renaissance, proposed helio-centric view 
         - Ironically, Galileo’s greatest opponents on this were University professors 
         - Professors made the issue a religious one, citing Psalm 104:22, Church 
had no choice but to condemn Galileo’s views, wishing to avoid contradicting 
the Scriptures 
 -Contrast with the church, now 2 sources of truth, church and science 
 -Began a split between the two 
         - Descartes = further complicated things = “I think, therefore I am.” 
         - Inadvertently shifts the foundation for certainty from God to man 
 
-Enlightenment 
 -Science elevated to level of ultimate truth, separation grows 

-World runs like a machine, God isn’t as necessary to sustain creation 



-Most still believe in God as the Creator and originator of all things, partly 
because there was no other theory that could explain it 

 
-Darwin 

-Charles Darwin introduces the Origin of the Species and now God is no 
longer essential in any stage of science. 

 -Many scientists grab onto the theory and make it foundational 
         - Man should now look to himself for hope, not to God 
 -This theory spreads to politics (Marxism), and psychology as well (Freud) 
         - “Religion is the opiate of the masses.” – Marx  
         - Nietzsche = “God is dead.”  
 
Major Beliefs 
1. The Denial of God 
 - Belief in God is nothing more than a projection of man’s thoughts and 
desires. Man has made God in his own image. 
 
2. The Denial of Miracles 
 - Miracles can’t be possible if God doesn’t exist 
 - Miracles recorded in the Bible were just promoting an agenda 

-Anything that cannot be proven or duplicated scientifically is impossible 
 
3. The Fact of Evolution = Ross on “Friends” gets angry when Phoebe won’t 
agree Evolution is a fact  
 
4. The Potential of Humanity 
 -Religion is something ignorant people cling to for answers they could get 
from science. It is a prison people are in and only when they are free will they 
be able to tackle the real issues. 
 
5. The Centrality of Science 
          - Scientific Method = only way to discover truth and knowledge  
          - Irreconcilable antagonism between faith and reason 
 
 
 



6. The Stress on Relativity 
 -There are no moral absolutes or reference points beyond what is good for 
your individual society. Humanity is basically good and just needs to be free to 
be good and everything will be fine. 
 
7. The Finality of Death 
 -“There is no credible evidence that life survives the death of the body.” 
           - The Humanist Manifesto II 
 
Suggestions for Evangelism 
 
1. Clarify what kind of “God” they rejected = Don’t assume it was Yahweh!  
 -Was it the God of the Bible, another religion, their own design, etc. 
         - May not have considered that a personal God who loves them exists 
 
2. Offer evidence for God’s existence 
 -2nd law of thermodynamics 
  - The availability of usable energy is constantly decreasing 
  - This implies that the Universe had a beginning. If it had always 
existed, an infinite amount of time would have already passed before now and 
our world would be in a state of cold, lifeless equilibrium.  
  - Since our world contains a finite amount of energy, can’t be true  
 -Origins of the universe 
  - Complexity of life indicates a designer, not randomness 
  - Universe tuned to the 60th decimal place at inception! Most natural 
processes are only tuned 3 or 4!  
  - Salt and pepper = how would you separate? 
  - Shows two things: 1) Random processes of nature don’t create, 
they destroy. 2) Takes intellect to separate the two (to bring order out of chaos) 
  - Living cells = much like this = to say they contain the info they do at 
random is like saying you can separate the salt and pepper by shaking 
 -Presence of Design 
  - Watch = needs an intelligent designer = not random 
  - Design indicates a designer = we have one = Rom 1:20, Psalm 19:1 
 -World-wide similarities of laws and guilt felt over the same wrongs 
  - Since there’s a moral law binding on us, there must be a Law giver 



 -Longing for something beyond this life 
  - Corliss Lamont, Humanist of the Year 1977 = “Even I, disbeliever that 
I am, would frankly be more than glad to awake some day to a worthwhile 
eternal life.”  
  - Has the Universe played a cosmic joke on us or is there something 
more for which we long? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


