
World Religions- Jehovah’s Witnesses 

 

What do you know? 

Famous people- Michael Jackson (for a time), Williams sisters, Prince 

 

History of the Cult 

-Founded in late 1870s by Charles Taze Russell, and later Joseph Rutherford 

-Formed the Zion’s Watch Tower Tract Society, now based in Brooklyn 

-Russell is a self-styled, un-ordained man who claimed to have a correct 

interpretation of scripture. 

 -Many legal issues (tell miracle wheat story), perjury, etc. 

-Group has grown to around 19 million participants worldwide 

-Were persecuted along with the Jews and others in WW2 

-Are based around a printing business that publishes their literature which is 

distributed by their “witnesses” worldwide. 

-Use their New World Translation of the Bible 

-Awake and Watchtower are their most widely spread publications 

 

Basic Beliefs 

 

1. God- People worship many things. But the Bible tells us that there is only one 

TRUE God. He created everything in heaven and on earth....God has many 

titles but has only one name. That name is JEHOVAH. 

 

-They don’t believe in the Trinity, despite clear references to it in the 

baptism of Jesus and the great commission (Matt. 28:19-20) 

-The Holy Spirit is just the spirit of God the Father at work, not a distinct 

person 

 

2. Jesus- Jesus lived in heaven as a spirit person before he came to earth. He 

was God’s first creation, and so he is called the “firstborn” Son of God. Jesus is 

the only Son that God created by himself. Jehovah used the prehuman Jesus 

as his “master worker” in creating all other things in heaven and on earth. 

 

 



-Jesus is a created being. He is divine, but not the same as God the 

Father, or Jehovah, despite references in John 1 and claim of Christ 

himself.  

-They reinterpret John 1 to say, “The Word was a God” rather than “The 

Word was God” 

 

3. Bible- Another mark of true religion is that its members have a deep respect 

for the Bible. They accept it as the Word of God and believe what it says. 

 

-While they do respect the Bible, witnesses aren’t allowed to interpret the 

Bible themselves, or to study it, or to read what non-witnesses have to say 

about it. This is to protect the members from hearing lies 

 

4. Satan- At first, he was a perfect angel in heaven with God. However, he later 

thought too much of himself and wanted the worship that rightly belongs to 

God. 

 -More on Satan at the end 

 

5. Original Sin- By disobeying God’s command, the first man, Adam, 

committed what the Bible calls “sin.” So God sentenced him to death.... Adam 

passed on sin to all his children.... Soon Jesus will judge people, separating them 

as a shepherd separates sheep from goats. The “sheep” are those who will 

have proved themselves his loyal subjects. They will receive everlasting life on 

earth.... Jehovah has also selected some faithful men and women from the 

earth to go to heaven. They will rule with Jesus as kings, judges, and priests over 

mankind.... The “goats” are those who will have rejected God’s kingdom... In 

the near future, Jesus will destroy all goat-like ones. 

 

-Notice, those who prove themselves through good works are the “sheep” 

and a select few of those, 144,000, will rule over all in the end. These 

144,000 are chosen from among the faithful “Witnesses” 

 

6. Atonement- Unlike Adam... Jesus was perfectly obedient to God under even 

the greatest test. He could therefore sacrifice his perfect human life to pay for  



Adam’s sin. This is what the Bible refers to as the “ransom.” Adam’s children 

could thus be released from condemnation to death. All who put their faith in 

Jesus can have their sins forgiven and receive everlasting life. 

 

-This teaching takes care of our sin, and mixed with the last teaching, can 

get us to heaven. However, everlasting life means a life in this body, 

resurrected after when have died. 

 

7. Resurrection- Jesus died and was resurrected by God as a spirit creature, 

and he returned to heaven. 

 

-No physical resurrection of Christ. His body died, and the spirit that was 

created by the Father returned to heaven. 

 

8. After-Life- The dead cannot do anything or feel anything.... The soul dies, it 

does not live on after death. 

 

-No eternal soul. It is always connected with our physical bodies. After we 

die, we will not exist or feel anything until we are physically resurrected, if 

we are in Christ. 

 

9. Hell- Would a loving God really torment people forever? ... The wicked, of 

course, are not literally tormented because, as we have seen, when a person is 

dead he is completely out of existence.... And it is also a lie, which the Devil 

spread, that the souls of the wicked are tormented. 

 

-The wicked are destroyed, a one time thing that happens at death, with 

no hope of a resurrection. A literal hell doesn’t exist. Ultimate punishment 

means ceasing to exist. The references to descending to Sheol or Hell 

mentioned in scripture are explained as referring to the grave or being 

buried in the ground. 

 

10. Judgment- Millions of dead ones will be resurrected to human life on the 

earth. If they do what God requires of them, they will continue to live on earth 

forever. If not, they will be destroyed forever. 

 



 -This again refers to a works based system of salvation. 

 

11. End-Times- In 1914, Jehovah gave Jesus the authority He had promised him. 

Since then, Jesus has ruled in heaven as Jehovah’s appointed King.... As soon 

as Jesus became King, he threw down Satan and his wicked angels out of 

heaven and down to the locality of the earth. That is why things have become 

so bad here on earth since 1914. 

 

-This is the present reality we live in. This date was declared by Charles 

Russell in 1914 when WW1 began as the time of the Gentiles was over. It 

has since been predicted that Armageddon would come and Christ 

would institute his final kingdom, but that has changed as different dates 

never came to pass. 

-1914, then 1918, then 1925, then, the generation of 1914, then those who 

were present during the events of 1914, then those born before 1914, then 

whatever generation will be alive at Armageddon 

 

12. Kingdom- God’s Kingdom is a special government. It is set up in heaven 

and will rule over this earth.... Jesus’ disciples must be no part of this wicked 

world. They do not get involved in the world’s political affairs and social 

controversies. 

 

-Don’t serve in the military, don’t solute or pledge allegiance to any flag, 

as that show a lack of loyalty to the true government of Christ which is 

here. 

 

Basic Practices 

 

-Meet 5 times a week in their Kingdom Hall 

 -3 during the week and two over the weekend 

-Read the published material, and use it to study the Bible, without actually 

reading the Bible itself 

-Don’t celebrate anything that had roots in paganism (Christmas, Easter, 

birthdays) 

-Only celebrate the Lord’s Supper annually, their Memorial Service, typically 

during the Jewish Passover. 



-Family worship is heavily emphasized 

-Missions, door-to-door, are emphasized and required 

-No blood transfusions, Acts 15:29 

-Not to really interact with non-witnesses, especially ones that have undergone 

dis-fellowship 

 

Sharing Your Faith 

-Be willing to talk. 

-Ask informed questions 

 -Trinity- Matthew 28:19, Acts 5:3-4, Matthew 3:16-17 

 -Eternal Life- Luke 23:43 

 -Deity of Christ 

  -Zechariah 12:10, John 1:1, John 10:30, John 17:11 

 -Resurrection of Christ 

 

-Ask them if they study the Bible for themselves, and even give them a copy 

 

-Christ is our Savior, Christ is God, and we are redeemed and made right only 

through Christ’s death, not through anything we do. 


