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What do you know about Islam? 

 

- “Islam” – means submission. Some Muslims will say it means “peace.”  

-20% of the world’s population (2nd to Christianity) 

- Non-Arab Muslims outnumber Muslims almost 3:1 

-Which country has the Largest Muslim population? (Indonesia – 166 mill) 

-Other largest Muslim nations- Pakistan (111 million), Bangladesh (97 million), 

India- (93 million)  

- 2.6 million in America = Not quite 1% of population…but growing steadily 

 

Beginnings of Islam 

-Founded among Arabs who trace their lineage back to Ishmael & Abraham 

-Islam is made up of Muslims and was founded by Muhammad around 610 AD 

-Tell story of Mecca and the Ka’bah- Muhammad born there in 570 

 - Mecca – important city – resting place for caravans 

         - Home of the Ka’bah – cubical structure, believed to house 360 deities 

 - Each Arabian tribe had a deity, came to Mecca to pay homage 

-In 610 the Angel Gabriel appeared to Muhammad and began revealing 

things to him in visions about God (Allah). These visions were written down and 

ultimately compiled into the Qur’an 

-He began preaching against polytheism – bad for tribal leaders, since they 

made so much money off of polytheism, pilgrimages 

- Muhammad was forced to flee north with his group of followers in 622 

(beginning of the Muslim calendar) 

-After several battles, Muhammad and his followers took control of Mecca in 

630 with little or no resistance. Not much incentive to resist – Mu’s message was 

“Convert or be killed.”  

- Muhammad destroyed the Ka’bah, within a year he unified all the tribes of 

the Arabian peninsula under Islam 

-He died on June 8, 632 

 



-Appointing no successor, two sects broke off and are the two major factions of 

Islam today: 

 Sunni- these are the majority of Muslims (80%) and believed that his 

successor should be elected. They are a bit more open, derive their authority 

from written words. 

- Qu’ran = recitations = came from Allah  

- Sunna (custom) = includes Hadith (sayings of Muhammad)   

- Usually a consensus of leaders dictate what they practice.  

- Believe religion and political authorities should be separate. 

 

 Shi’ites- bloodline of Muhammad should produce the leader of Islam. 

Much more strict with their interpretation of their laws and typically intermix 

religious and civil authorities. They are more authoritarian rather than consensus 

driven.  

- 9th century = 12th Imam became hidden, now they look for the return of 

the 12th Imam (The Mahdi) much like we look to the return of Christ  

 

Major Beliefs: 

1. God- God is one and there is no partner with him. Trinity is bad. God is Allah. 

 “There is one God, and Allah is his name.” One of their main beliefs. 

 

2. Angels- They fill the gap between God and humanity. Each person has two 

angels which record all of their deeds. Gabriel is the highest ranking angel, with 

jinn or genie angels filling the roll of demons and being on the bottom. 

 

3. The prophets of God- 124,000 have been sent to spread the teaching of one 

God throughout the nations. 

 -Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, Jonah, John the Baptist, 

and Jesus are all included, although Muhammad is the “prophet for all time” 

 

4. The Holy Books- Four prophets were given the 4 holy books, although Muslims 

contend that only the Qu’ran has been preserved in its uncorrupted form 

 Moses- the Tawrat (Torah) 

 David- Zabur (Psalms) 

 Jesus- Injil (Gospel) 

 Muhammad- Qu’ran 



 

5. Day of Judgment- all will stand before God in judgment and have their 

deeds weighed. They won’t know if they’ve made it to Paradise or Hell until 

after that judgment (no assurance) 

 

Obligations (5 Pillars of Islam) 

1. To Recite the Shahadah- “I bear witness that there is no God but Allah and 

that Muhammad is His messenger.” Saying this with sincerity makes you a 

muslim. 

 

2. Prayer (Salat)- 5 major times of prayer including 17 cycles of prayer- dawn, 

noon, midafternoon, dusk, two hours after sunset. They pray towards Mecca. 

Their main service is typically noon on Friday at their Mosque. 

- Tell about women standing behind men – and Imam’s “reason” for that  

 

3. To Fast (Sawm)- During  the 9th lunar month they fast during Ramadhan- no 

eating, drinking, smoking, sex during daylight hours. 

- Often results in huge parties in the evening, especially among youth  

 

4. Giving Alms (Zakat)- Giving 1/14 of their income to the poor and needy 

 

5. Pilgrimage (Hajj)- every Muslim must make a trip once in their life to Mecca. 

Once they make the trip they are considered “Hajj” (special status). Mecca is 

on the western coast of the Arabian Peninsula in Saudi Arabia. 

 



 



 



 

Do’s of Evangelism 

- Love and respect them. Not all of them are terrorists.  

- Pray with them, with their permission. Pray for them. 

- Consult the Bible often – gets them exposed to biblical authority 

- Meet with them individually – will defend Islam as a group 

- Point to Jesus – “It is vital for a Muslim to see Christianity not as a religion 

but as a living, new relationship with God.” 

- Use Jesus’ parables and stories = much more influential than logic 

- Become familiar with at least some of the Qu’ran  

- Be patient, persistent and prayerful. This could take a long time. 

- Physically handle your Bible with respect. Muslims place Qu’ran on 

highest shelf, won’t write in it, etc. 

 

Don’ts of Evangelism 

- Don’t criticize, Islam, Muhammad, or the Qu’ran. Try to avoid those 

subjects altogether.  

- Don’t take a Muslim to church until he/she is ready. Many of our 

practices would be offensive (men/women sitting together). 

- Don’t argue = losing an argument means losing face. Gently stimulate 

their thinking instead. 

 

What about God? 

- Debate = question asked: “Do Christians and Muslims worship the same 

God?” = Many assume yes  

- Big differences =  

o Trinity (Matthew 28:19, John 10:30, Acts 5:3-4) 

o Allah is not a Father, has no son 

o Allah did not become a man, Jesus did 

o Allah “loves not the prodigals” = (Surahs 6:142, 7:31), loves not 

those who do wrong (Surah 3:140) nor him who is treacherous, 

sinful (Surah 4:107). But God does love the prodigal (Luke 15) and 

according to Rom 5, Christ died for us while we were yet sinners. 

o Allah “desires to afflict them for some of their sins” (Surah 5:49) but 

the God of the Bible “does not take any pleasure in the death of 



the wicked” (Eze 18:23) and is “not wanting anyone to perish, but 

for everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) 

o Allah = good deeds must outweigh bad deeds (Surahs 7:8-9, 

21:47), but the God of the Bible requires complete perfection as 

measured by the holy character of God (Matt 5:48, Rom 3:23) 

o Allah provided a messenger who warned of coming judgment 

(Muhammad), who declared that, “No bearer of a burden can 

bear the burdens of another.” God of the Bible provided a Savior 

in Jesus Christ who took our sins upon himself and bore God’s 

wrath in our place. To bear one another’s burdens is to fulfill the 

law of Christ = Galatians 6:2. 

 

Common Objections 

 

1. The Bible Has Been Corrupted 

 - However, Qu’ran doesn’t actually say that. It says it has been 

misinterpreted and misused. 

 - Qu’ran actually considers previous revelations of “The Book” (Torah, 

Psalms, Gospels) to be authoritative and authentic revelations from God 

 - It encourages Jews and Christians to “Stand fast by the Law, Gospel and 

all the revelation that has come to you from your Lord.” 

 - It uses the Torah and the Gospel to authenticate Muhammad as prophet 

 - It would be inconsistent for the Qu’ran to encourage these things, but 

then claim that the Bible has been corrupted and untrustworthy 

 - This flies in the face of the Qu’ran’s teaching that “None can change 

Allah’s words.” Saying the Bible is corrupted then would call into question 

Allah’s power to protect his own revealed word.  

 - OT manuscripts that existed after Muslim accusation are identical to 

those existing BEFORE Muslim accusation  (900 AD vs 100 BC) 

 - NT manuscripts date back to 2nd century with accuracy. Textual variants 

are minor and do not effect any significant Christian doctrine  

 

2. The Trinity 

1. Objection 1: Christians worship 3 gods 

a. Reaffirm that we are monotheistic  

i. Deut 6:4, Mark 12:29-32, 1 Corinthians 8:4) 



b. Point to the complex unity of God = a plurality to the oneness 

i. Gen 2:24, Exodus 24:3, Judges 20:1, 8, 11, Romans 12:5) 

c. Not surprising that a creature can’t fully understand Creator 

d. Some Muslims believe the Trinity is the Father, Jesus and Mary… 

e. Point out the distinct persons of the Trinity = each is referred to as 

God, each is omnipresent, each preexisted, but God is one. 

2. Objection 2: God has no sons 

a. Some Muslims believe God had physical relations with a woman 

b. Help them understand that Jesus is not walad but ibn (physical son 

vs. metaphorical son) Jesus is the SPIRITUAL Son of God 

c. Jesus being Son of God means he is of the same substance, 

order…has equality with God the Father = John 5:18 

3. Objection 3: Doctrine of the Trinity contradicts itself 

a. God is one in essence, 3 in persons 

b. Each person is distinct (3) but each person shares the same Godly 

qualities (one) 

 

Final Thoughts 

 

- We need to share the Gospel with Muslims here if we have the chance.  

- But we also need to consider missions to Muslim nations.  

- If you or your child feel called to this, do not let fear stand in the way. 

- Much like Stephen in the book of Acts, the Muslim world needs Christian 

martyrs to bear witness to Jesus 

 


